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1998:  the  community 
under  siege 

Opinion  by  Judy  West 


Mission  Recreation  Center  Director  Oscar  Jimenez  pointed  out  a section  of  collapsed 
ceiling  and  a collection  of  buckets  and  trashcans  thrown  together  to  catch  the  dow  npour 
Photo  by  Greg  Roden 


Mission  Rec  Center  is  falling  apart 

City  acts  to  avert  disaster  but  delay  has  been  costly  for  taxpayers  and  youth 


Almost  two  thousand  new  luxury 
lofts  have  been  built  or  permitted 
during  the  past  year  in  our  central 
industrial  neighborhoods  without  a single 
affordable  unit  being  required.  Its 
appalling  to  hear  the  loft  developers  and 
Planning  Commission  talk  about  how  they 
are  helping  solve  our  housing  crisis  by 
bringing  more  $300-400,000  condos  on 
line.  Who  are  they  kidding?  We  have  no 
shortage  of  $300,000  units  in  this  City.  By 
allowing  every  open  lot  to  be  developed 
for  luxury  lofts  our  small  business  com- 
munity and  affordable  housing  developers 
haven’t  a chance. 

Instead  of  requiring  that  a percentage 
of  the  units  in  these  for-profit  projects  be 
offered  at  below  market  rates,  (as  would  be 
required  if  these  units  were  classified  as 
housing  instead  of  live/work),  the  Mayor 
laments  the  lack  of  public  funds  coming 
from  the  state  or  feds.  The  money  pump- 
ing into  our  City  at  this  moment  is  breath- 
taking and  these  condo  developers  could 
easily  be  building  substantial  numbers  of 
affordable  units  into  their  projects  without 
feeling  it  financially.  But  this  administra- 
tion has  chosen  to  side-step  the  real  issue 
and  stop  an  isolated  loft  project  here  or 
there,  rather  than  to  require  live/work  pro- 
jects (which  get  financial  breaks  on  every- 
thing from  parking,  rear  yards,  density. 


heights,  building  codes,  school  fees,  etc.) 
to  include  any  below  market  units  in  a sys- 
tematic way  that  could  make  a difference. 

Another  20  unit  project  was  recently 
approved  inside  our  so-called  Industrial 
Protection  Zone,  after  Amit  Ghosh  (head 
of  Long  Range  Planning  for  the  Planning 
Department)  said;  “we  no  longer  have  any 
underutilized  industrial  land  and  can  no 
longer  afford  to  allow  unregulated  loft 
housing  to  continue  throughout  our  indus- 
trial lands.”  Planning  Commissioner 
Richard  Hills  (a  consistent  supporter  of 
live/work  projects)  said  for  the  first  time  at 
another  hearing;  “I  don’t  have  a problem 
with  requiring  some  affordable  units."  But 
the  48  unit  luxury  lofts  proposed  for  the 
comer  of  17th  & Bryant  across  from 
Theater  Artaud,  were  approved  none-the- 
less  without  them. 

Hie  good  stuff  is  gone 

All  the  important  sites  will  have  been 
developed  by  the  time  the  City  gets  around 
to  providing  some  parameters  for  new  loft 
development  to  make  them  more  accessi- 
ble to  a more  diverse  population.  Joe 
O’Donoghue,  head  of  the  powerful  non- 
union RBA  (Residential  Builders 
Association),  relentlessly  objects  any 
efforts  to  curb  the  loft  boom;  “San 

Continued  on  page  4 


By  Victor  Miller 

The  Mission  Recreation  Center  is 
falling  apart.  Water  cascades  onto 
the  basketball  court  when  ft  rains. 
Three  by  five-foot  ceiling  panels  have 
come  crashing  down  and  electricity  has 
shorted  out  in  some  offices.  The  Center, 
with  buildings  on  both  Harrison  and  Treat 
between  20th  and  2 1st  Streets  serves  up  to 
300  youth  a day,  when  it  can  remain  open 
Last  year  the  entire  center  was  shut  down 
nine  times  because  of  problems  caused  by 


massive  leaks  in  the  roofs  of  both  build- 
ings. Closure  of  part  of  the  center,  cancel- 
lation of  league  basketball  and  curtailment 
of  other  activities  occurs,  according  to  one 
staff  member,  “every'  time  it  rains." 

The  problem  has  been  persistent  for 
the  last  five  years  but  the  w inter  of  1997- 
98,  with  its  record  rainfalls,  brought  things 
to  the  current  disastrous  state  Now.  the 
Center  is  being  slowly  but  steadily  washed 
away.  Both  the  Department  of  Park  and 
Recreation  and  the  Mayor’s  Office  are 
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CLASES  DETEATRO 

CLASSES  IN  THEATRE 

SERIGRAFIA  v DISENO 

SILKSCREEN  & COMPUTER 

EN  COMPUTADORA 

DESIGN 


Las  clases  comenzai'an  el  martes,  12  tie  enero  1999 

Classes  begin  Tuesday,  January  12, 1999 

Para  estudiantes  de  13  a 18  ados  gue  viven  en  La  Mision 

Open  to  students  between  the  ages  of  13  - 18  who  live  in  the  Mission 

Para  mas  informacion  Haute  aTania  al  415-821-1155 

For  more  information  call  Tania  at  415-821-1155 

at  the  Mission  Cultural  Center 
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Breakfast  of  Champions 


By  vmilfer 

At  the  turn  of  the  Millennium  the 
Mission  struggles  to  form  a sense 
of  cultural  identity  that  encom- 
passes both  the  seven  dollar  spiked  coffee 
drinks  at  Starbucks’  new  micro-chiphead 
meat  rack,  Circadia,  and  the  open  air  pro- 
letarian pleasures  of  the  one  dollar  tacos 
served  from  El  Toyanese's  mobile  taque- 
ria.  But  what  analysis  could  contort  the 
entire  polyglot  multicult  and  econ-isities 
to  be  found  here  into  one  comprehensive 
explanation? 

The  melting  pot  theory  is  dead.  We 
are  a Dagwood  sandwich  of  a neighbor- 
hood with  layer  upon  layer  of  incongruous 
flavors,  ominously  squeezed  between 
white  bread  and,  as  the  year  opens,  about 
to  be  devoured  by  those  who  have  worked 
up  an  appetite  by  displacing  other  commu- 
nities. (See  “Mission  at  the  Crossroads”  on 
page  six  and  sidebar  by  Congresswoman 
Nancy  Pelosi  on  page  seven.) 

If  the  Mission  is  any  one  thing,  it  is 
the  arena  in  which  social,  racial  and  class 
differences  will  find  some  way  to  live  w ith 
one  another  in  this  one  mile  by  one  mile 
physical  space.  Across  the  country'  the 
issue  is  most  commonly  resolved  by  the 
rich  displacing  the  poor,  a process  in 
which  inner  city  neighborhoods  become 
more  orderly  and  safer  but  also  bleached, 
boring  enclaves  affordable  only  for  the 
affluent. 

Apologists  for  greed  say  this  process 
is  inevitable.  But  we  have  spunk.  If  there  is 
anything  that  defines  the  spirit  of  the 
Mission  it  is  combativeness.  We  eat  the 
inevitable  for  breakfast.  It’s  a traditional 
dish,  first  prepared  in  the  sixties  when  the 

Redevelopment  Agency  proposed  leveling 
the  Mission  to  save  it.  We  were  one  of  the 
few  communities  in  the  country  that  threw 
the  urban  renewal  bastards  out. 

Today,  city  government  has  privatized 
redevelopment  by  simply  giving  private, 
but  politically  juiced  developers  anything 
they  want;  planning  and  building  controls 
that  protected  quality  of  life  are  now  rou- 
tinely bypassed  to  create  luxury  housing. 
Meanwhile  many  owners  of  existing 
buildings  take  advantage  of  the  housing 
crisis  to  cheat  and  gouge  their  tenants. 
(See  “1998:  the  community  under  siege” 
beginning  on  page  one  and  sidebar  by 
Mayor  Brown  on  page  5.) 

The  belief  that  if  you  let  developers 
run  amok,  prosperity  will  ripple  out  from 
their  expensive  live/work  condo  projects 
has  apparently  deluded  all  branches  of  city 
government.  The  Mission’s  parks  and 
recreation  centers  seem  to  be  things  that 
bureaucrats  believe  will  be  taken  care  of 
by  the  free  market.  This  can  be  the  only 
explanation  for  allowing  buildings  to  fall 
apart,  poorly  maintained  parks  and  years 
and  years  of  delay  in  upgrading  facilities. 
(See  “Mission  Rec  Center  is  falling  apart” 
beginning  on  page  one  and  Mission 
Broadsider  on  page  eleven.) 

Of  course,  there  are  those  that  believe 
such  laxity  is  the  product  of  lard-assed 
incompetence  on  the  part  of  over  paid 
shortsighted  administrative  staff  in  city 
departments,  not  just  a philosophical  error 
Fortunately,  the  neighborhood  lias  its  own 
plans  and  the  ability  to  “motivate  “ those 
with  a vision  limited  to  20  years  of  loafing 
and  a public  pension.  (See  “A  vision  for 
Dolores  Park"  on  page  15  and  "Mission 
accomplished  for  Habitat”  on  page  17.) 


The  Mission’s  crime  problem, 
although  still  a source  of  concern,  is  abat- 
ing (See  “Mission  crime  rate  is  down  for 
second  year  in  a row”  page  14.)  but  the 
internal  squabbles,  divisive  tendencies  and 
irrationalities  that  make  urban  life  less  liv- 
able are  on  the  rise.  (See  La  Tina  on  page 
8 and  “Yep  Guy”  in  Letters  to  the  Editor 
page  18.) 

The  Mission’s  great  resource  is  those 
who  have  been  called  ‘contrarians,’  whose 
life  styles  arc  not  Main  Street  America's, 
whose  ideas  are  not  corporately  controlled, 
whose  culture  is  not  Leave  It  to  Beaver- 
based;  people  who  think  for  themselves 
They  are  activists,  organizers  and,  in  the 
best  sense  of  the  word,  trouble  makers. 
The  old  “Hell,  no!  We  won’t  go”  mantra  is 
back. 

But  look  who’s  coming  to  dinner.  We 
are  currently  enduring  an  invasion  of  sili- 
cone implants,  who  some  say  will  wash 
away  all  that  has  gone  before  and-remake 
the  Mission  in  their  own  image.  This  has 
always  been  an  immigrant  community. 
The  newest  incoming  wave  has  more  dis- 
posable income  than  its  predecessors  did; 
its  own  peculiar  charm  and  offensiveness, 
but  they  will  eventually  become  just 
another  part  of  the  sandwich. 

The  Mission  remains  a fascinatingly 
complex  and  unpredictable  place  to  live. 
For  outsiders,  the  current  attraction  is 
more  than  just  a product  of  the  housing  cri- 
sis. It  is  an  indication  that  people  want  to 
be  part  of  the  dynamism  of  a multicultural 
community,  one  that  like  many  throughout 
the  country  is  in  the  process  of  redefining 
both  itself  and  urban  life  in  America. 


From  the  land  of  Miracles  comes 

MISS  PREMA 

AND  SHE  SAYS 
DON’T  GIVE  UP 

Guaranteed  results  in  24  hours 

This  oriental  bom  spiritualist  who 
brings  to  you  the  solutions  to  the 
mysteries  of  the  Deep  Orient,  seeks  to 
help  many  thousands  of  people  who 
have  been  crossed,  have  spells,  can't 
hold  money,  want  luck,  want  their 
loved  ones  back,  want  to  stop  nature 
problems,  or  want  to  get  rid  of  strange 
sickness.  If  you  are  seeking  a sure-fire 
woman  to  do  for  you  the  things  that  are 
needed  or  wish  to  gain  financial  aid  or 
PEACE  OR  LOVE  OR  PROSPERITY 
in  the  home,  you  need  to  see  this 
woman  today! 

She  tells  you  all  before  you  utter  a 
word.  She  can  bring  the  spirit  of  release 
and  control  your  every  affair  and 
dealing.  Are  you  suffering  from  illness 
or  disease  you  can  not  cure?  There  is  a 
doctor  of  all  doctors.  The  doctor  is 
here. 

By  Appointment  only 

668-9239 


Low  Fee 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

New  College  of  California 
COMMUNITY  COUNSELING 
CENTER 

Experienced  Therapist  Interns 
providing  individual,  couples  and 
family  therapy  to  the  community. 
Ill  Valencia  Street 

(415)  437-3456 


C^mmun/fy  Benefit  for 

j^ueVf  Ramirez  f|o\vers> 

Music,  food,  and  raffle! 
Performers  include 

Xitlali  Dance  Group, 
Loco  dloco, 
the  Flower  Cops. 

Activities  begin 
around  noon. 

Cesar  Chavez  School,  825  Shotwell  St. 


For  more  info,  call  235-6255 
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Retiaw  Camera  & Watch 

Serving  San  Francisco  for  62  Years 


SINCE  1937 


IsfiSI 


New  & Vintage  Cameras 
Watch  Sales  & Repairs 
Paper  & Darkroom 
Supplies 

INVENTORY 

REDUCTION  SALE! 

All  items  reduced 
10  to  30% 

Come  on  by  and  say  hello 


* ❖ * 


2959  Mission  St. 

(Between  25th  & 26th) 

647-8737 

m 

The  Scarlet  Sage  Herb  Company 


specializing  in  high  qiuility  organic  & wilAcrafed  bulk  herbs 

Vitamin  Supplements 
Books 

Flower  Essences 
Body  Care  Products 


We  carry  a full  line 
of  tinctures 
Homeopathic 
remedies 
Aromatherapy 


OPEN  7 DAYiS  A WEEK 


1173  Valencia  near  23rd 


(415)  821-0997 


A WowfN-Owiietl  Businas 
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Despite  the  comparative  massiveness  of  some  of  the  loft  projects,  such  as  this  one  on 
Alabama  Street,  developers  are  now  asking  that  height  and  density  controls  be  relaxed. 
Photo  by  Judy  West. 


Under  siege 


Continued  from  page  one 


Francisco  needs  more  housing”  is  his 
mantra.  The  apparent  plan  by  the  City  is 
to  drag  their  feet  until  the  market  is  satu- 
rated “The  time  to  build  is  now”  says 
Ghosh,  “while  the  market  can  sustain 
itself” 

“Nearly  every  parking  lot  in  the 
South  of  Market  has  been  built  on  already 
or  has  a project  approved,”  claims  Debra 
Walker,  a Mission  artist  and  activist,  “and 
the  developers  are  working  fast  in  the 
Mission  now.”  As  1999  approaches,  the 
construction  industry  is  working  full  bore 
and  raw  land  costs  have  reached  limits 
even  RBA  members  have  trouble  working 
with.  Many  developers  have  moved  over 
to  the  East  Bay  while  others  are  trying  to 


maintain  their  awesome  profit  margins  by 
demanding  increased  height  and  density 
limits  for  live/work  to  offset  the  afford- 
ablitiy  requirements  that  are  expected 
eventually. 

O’Donoghue  made  history  with  his 
“Richmond  Specials,”  where  fine  old 
homes  were  tom  down  and  replaced  with 
cheap  buildings  designed  to  maximize 
buildable  volume.  The  City  eventually 
curtailed  the  destruction,  but  as  anyone 
who  drives  through  that  part  of  town  today 
can  see  the  damage  is  done  The 
“Live/Work  Specials”  are  merely  the  latest 
twist  on  a time  honored  formula  If  the 
pace  and  scale  of  development  continues, 
the  northeast  Mission  will  be  built  up  like 


the  tenderloin:  towering  wall  to  wall  build- 
ings with  full  lot  coverage. 

Best  Foods  - center  of  the  storm 

The  Best  Foods  project  which  occu- 
pies an  entire  City  block  bounded  by 
Bryant,  Mariposa,  Florida  and  18th  St. 
exemplifies  the  conflicts  we  face  as  fading 
industrial  areas  morph  into  new  neighbor- 
hoods. The  livc/woik  model  is  a good  way 
to  add  a residential  component  to  an  exist- 
ing commercial  area.  Who  can  argue  with 
the  no-commute  live/work  concept?  But  as 
desirability  and  huge  profits  quickly 
reserve  these  buildings  for  residential  use 
only,  which  the  current  system  can't  seem 
to  prevent,  the  land  prices  skyrocket,  and 
we  lose  vital  small  business  economy 
assets.  We  do  nothing  to  solve  our  housing 
crisis. 

Curtis  Eisenberger,  the  managing 
partner  in  the  development  puts  it  another 
way,  “Wouldn't  you  rather  have  residents 
who  commute  away  from  the  neighbor- 
hood during  the  day  than  to  have  these 
buildings  converted  to  offices  which  cram 
far  more  people  into  the  same  space  with- 
out any  added  parking?” 

I have  been  a particularly  vocal  crit- 
ic of  the  City’s  policies  which  will  enable 
these  developers  to  convert  our  industrial 
base  to  luxury  housing  and  high-tech 
offices,  without  guaranteeing  some  afford- 
able space  to  the  visual  and  performing 
artists  the  ordinance  was  supposed  to 
serve.  But  why  would  the  developers 
include  space  at  a discount  in  exchange  for 
support  by  the  community,  if  the  City 
doesn’t  care  and  will  approve  their  pro- 
jects - Starbucks  and  all,  without  hesita- 
tion. 

One  can  hardly  blame  the  developers 
for  not  wanting  to  voluntarily  cut  their 
profits.  It  is  our  City  officials  who  should 


be  ashamed  for  encouraging  the  greed  and 
allowing  this  freeforall  development. 
When  rising  housing  costs  are  forcing  peo- 
ple from  their  homes  all  across  the  City 
how  can  this  administration  not  stand  up  to 
the  development  interests  and  require  even 
10%  of  the  larger  projects  to  be  made 
available  to  median  income  people,  as 
other  housing  projects  would?  It  is  beyond 
my  comprehension. 

Deborah  Cort  (daughter  of  the  now 
infamous  Cort  family  who  illegally 
destroyed  the  Lili  Ann  mural  at  17th  and 
Harrison  and  is  in  litigation  all  across  the 
Mission)  was  one  of  the  developers  who 
tried  to  use  the  non-profit  Madrina  Group 
to  help  develop  the  Best  Foods  site. 

Her  parents  eventually  pulled  together 
the  purchase  of  this  huge  complex  at  the 
bottom  of  the  market  (1995)  and  turned 
over  the  southern,  larger  parcel  to  a local 
investment  consortium.  The  Cort  family 
kept  the  smaller  parcel  (north  of  Mariposa) 
for  themselves.  They  now  propose  to 
lease  their  parcel  to  the  City’s  Mental 
Health  Department  and  add  two  more 
floors  to  the  building  for  office  space, 
adding  (as  the  City’s  environmental 
assessment  reports)  hundreds  of  new  cars 
onto  the  street  without  parking.  Needless 
to  say,  the  entire  neighborhood,  property 
owners,  renters,  businesses  etc.  can  see 
eye  to  eye  on  this  one  for  a change;  all  are 
opposed  to  the  full  scope  of  their  proposal, 
presumably  sponsored  by  the  City  no  less. 

Who  are  we  now? 

Preliminary  results  of  a new  transportation 
survey  conducted  in  the  NEMIZ  shows  an 
alarming  shift  to  out  of  town  commuters  as 
a result  of  the  high  tech  office  conversions. 
MEDA  (the  Mission  Economic 
Development  Association)  published 
findings  in  1991  which  showed  about  half 
of  the  employees  working  in  the  NEMLZ 


MiS^M^^MARKET 

Meat  Market 

Monday-Sat  urday 
9:00  am  - 6:00  pm 
Sunday 

1 1 : 00  am  - 6 : 00  pm 

2590  Mission  St. 

r irip* 

(415)282-1030 


HAPPY 


Authentic  Chilean  Food 


Now  open  ! 

Monday-Thursday 
9:00  am  - 6:00  pm 
Friday:  9 am  to  10  pm 
Saturday 

1 1 :30  am  - 5:00  pm 

2944  16th  Street 

Phone: 

(415)621-6108 


*ISS^ 


Fish  & Poultry 

Monday-Saturday 
8:30  am  -6:00pm 

2590  Mission  ! 

Phone: 

(415)282333. 


Casa  Maria 

Produce  Market 


“Rated  best  produce  in  the  Mission 
by  "Focus  Magazine*  ** 


Monday-Sunday 
6:30  am  - 7 :00  pm 


1201  South  Van  Ness  Ave. 

Phone: 

(415)641-0830 

Visit  our  web  site 

www.citysearrh.com/Kfo/ruNaniaria 
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(Northeast  Mission  Industrial  Zone)  lived 
within  the  City  and  20%  within  walking 
distance,  in  the  Mission  district.  Fred 
Snyder  spearheaded  the  new  survey;  “We 
are  concerned  about  the  dramatic  loss  of 
parking  in  this  area  and  are  trying  to  col- 
lect valid  data  that  we  can  use  to  convince 
the  City  to  put  some  attention  to  this 
neighborhood  regarding  parking  and  trans- 
portation impacts."  Some  of  these  build- 
ings have  seen  a 10-fold  increase  in  occu- 
pancy without  added  parking.  Snyder,  a 
landowner  in  the  area  for  20  years  who 
knows  most  of  the  buildings  pretty  well 
also  added  that  “today’s  parking  problems 
are  only  the  tip  of  the  iceberg  when  you 
consider  that  most  of  the  buildings  in  this 
area  are  only  half  occupied  today."  Many 
of  the  large  conversions  to  media  and  soft- 
ware office  uses  we  all  know  are  coming, 
are  not  yet  occupied.  One  developer, 
Bryant  Square,  has  a proposal  under 
review  to  tear  down  a building  at  Bryant 
and  20th  occupied  by  50  businesses  and 
replace  it  with  a 5 story  office  building! 

Starbucks  wants  your  soul 

Starbucks  opened  their  new  venture  at  the 
comer  of  Bryant  and  Mariposa  near  the 
main  entrance  of  the  old  Best  Foods  may- 
onnaise factory.  They  obviously  see  the 
writing  on  the  wall.  They  call  it  Circadia, 
it’s  a cafe  and  bar  with  food;  wine  and 
liquor-enhanced  coffee  drinks  at  $7  a pop. 
They  built  a small  stage  and  have  enter- 
tainment on  weekend  nights.  You  can  also 
plug  your  laptop  into  phone  lines  at  most 
tables.  My  complaints  are  directed  at  what 
is  happening  all  over  this  neighborhood: 
it’s  all  too  expensive! 

I guess  the  only  solution  is  to  become 


a software  or  website  developer  so  we  can 
quadruple  our  income.  “We  are  witness- 
ing the  transition  into  a Post-Industrial 
economy,’’  said  Eban  Gossagc.  the  devel- 
oper of  high-end  lofts  at  1 7th  and  De  Haro 
“The  change  will  be  painful  for  many  and 
distressing  for  most.’’  Anxiety  reigns  at 
the  moment 

Hit  by  the  ugly  stick 

“At  the  request  of  the  artists  and  others 
who  have  been  critical  of  our  loft  pro- 
jects,” says  Michael  Spear  of  RAM 
Development,  one  of  the  most  prolific  of 
the  live/work  developers  and  sponsor  of  4 
projects  in  the  NEMIZ  already,  “We  are 
building  a series  of  rental  units  geared  for 
the  trades  and  industrial-type  work.  Each 
will  have  a 2 story  drive-in  work  space 
with  living  above.  They  are  designed  to  be 
cheaper  to  build  but  will  not  be  so  beauti- 
ful.” His  new  project  is  proposed  in  the 
South  Bayshore  area  south  of  Army  & 
Evans.  He  says,  “Land  in  the  Mission  is 
going  for  $100  per  foot  now  and  we  can- 
not afford  to  build  there  for  artists.” 

It  is  a tremendous  loss  for  the  low 
income  residents  of  the  Mission  who  are 
no  longer  employed  by  the  factories  that 
supported  them  for  decades  within  walk- 
ing distance  of  their  homes.  The  artists 
and  tradesmen  who  have  also  occupied 
these  industrial  buildings  for  decades  are 
protesting  the  “taking”  of  their  space,  as 
they  are  displaced  by  the  new,  higher  pay- 
ing office  tenants  and  loft  dwellers.  Tom 
Ammiano  described  the  situation  aptly  at  a 
hearing  for  the  Biyant  Square  project  in 
front  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors;  “There 
is  a tsunami  upon  us  and  the  City  has  got 
to  get  serious  before  it  is  too  late.” 


Willie  Brown  on  gouging  landlords 


Editors  note:  Everybody's  got  their 
favorite  bad  landlord  story  to  tell  even 
Mayor  Willie  Brown,  who  shared  the  fol- 
lowing tale  of  rental  woe  with  members  of 
the  San  Francisco  Neighborhood 
Newspaper  Association. 

Landlords  currently,  in  many  cases 
are  gouging 

I just  had  the  experience  of  having  my 
daughter,  Susan,  move  back  here  from 
New  York  and  she  rented  over  at  1835 
Jones.  I signed  for  her  because  she  did  not 
have  the  so-called  history  of  employment. 
And  we  paid  first  are!  last  month’s  rent, 
and  some  other  outrageous  amount  for 
deposit.  She  went  - looked  at  it,  and  took 
it.  I never  saw  it. 

When  I finally  did  go  over  there  and 
help  her  move  in,  the  floors  were  just  ter- 
rible - the  walls  were  just  awful.  So  I got 
up  a collection  of  our  folk  to  help  her  We 
went  in,  stripped  the  floor,  re-vamished  it, 
and  painted  the  walls. 

Well  she’s  in  the  advertising  business, 
and  had  a Levi’s  contract.  Then,  Levi’s 
changed  management,  and  they  put  a hold 
on  the  contract.  Now  they’re  paying  her  to 
just  sit  around,  but  she  doesn’t  want  to  just 
sit  around.  So,  she’s  now  going  back  to 
New  York  because  she  has  a deal  in 
Montreal.  I’m  still  stuck  with  the  lease. 
Then,  one  of  her  friends,  a guy  who  makes 


twice  as  much  as  she  does  with  a long 
work  history  in  San  Francisco  says;  “Now 
that  she’s  fixed  the  apartment  up,  1 want  to 
take  it  for  the  same  rent " 

So,  fine  - Susan  takes  him  over  to  the 
landlord.  The  landlord  says  to  her,  not  to 
me  -I  wasn’t  there;  “You're  leaving  before 
your  lease  is  up,  so  I’m  going  to  charge 

you  half  a month’s  rent.”  My  daughter 
says  “Now  wait  a minute.  I’ve  got  this  guy 
standing  here  who  wants  to  rent  and  is 
willing  to  pay  you.”  The  landlord  says; 
“I’m  willing  to  accept  him,  but  I'm  still 
charging  you  for  canceling  the  lease.  Then 
he  says;  “And  you  should  never  have 
cleaned  my  floors  You  should  have  left 
the  walls  and  floors  in  the  state  in  which 
you  found.  I’m  taking  the  rest  of  your 
deposit  and  last  month’s  rent,  because  you 
changed  my  floors."  The  young  man  who 
wanted  the  place  says,  “Hold  on.  I'm  only 
renting  the  place  because  of  the  condition 
it’s  in.  I’ve  looked  at  many  other  places; 
Susan  has  really  cleaned  the  place  up.” 
The  landlord  says  “Too  bad”. 

So  now.  I’m  going  to  have  her  sue  this 
landlord,  with  offices  on  Union  Street  - 
right  next  to  Perry’s.  It’s  just  awful!  I can’t 
believe  landlords  pulling  that  crap.  Well, 
they  wouldn’t  do  that  if  there  were  an  ade- 
quate housing  supply.  On  every  square 
inch  of  land  in  the  city,  I am  dying  to 
orchestrate  somebody  building  something 


surfville. 

Gap  Online  Store  www.gap.com  Always  Open 


GAP 


UPSTAGE  YOURSELF! 


Acting  for  Beginners 

• Learn  the  basics  of  acting  in  a safe  & supportive  environment 
• Build  self-esteem,  confidence  & the  ability  to  speak  in  public 

Wednesdays,  January  13  - February  17.  7:00  - 10:00PM 
Thursdays,  January  14  - March  4 • 6:30-3:30PM 


Improvisation  Games 

• Regain  the  sense  of  play  & spontaneity  you  lost  as  a kid 

• Free  your  body,  lose  your  inhibitions  & express  your  true  nature 

Saturdays,  January  16  - March  6 • 11:00am-1:00PM 

Classes  in  Noe  Valley  & Fort  Mason 


C T 1 


The  Only  100%  Organic  Produce 

in  the  Mission 

The  Only  100%  Organic  Juice  Bar 

in  San  Francisco 


THAT'S  US! 


Deborah  Jo  Shachnow,  C.M.T. 

Zen  Shiatsu 

Insight  Bodywork  • Yoga  Instruction 

• Certified  Massage  Therapist  in  Zen  Shiatsu  and  Insight 

Bodywork  - San  Francisco  School  of  Massage 

• Certified  Bikram  Yoga  Instructor  - Yoga  College  of  India 

Massage  Appointments  415-289-7088 


P LAN  ET  H EALTH 

Foods  fora  Healthier  Planet 
524  Valencia  Street  • San  Francisco 

Mon-Sat:  9:30  am  to  9:30  pm  Sun:  10  am  to  9:30  pm 
= A Woman-Owned  Business  
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Store  Clearance  Sale 
•••••••••••••••••• 

through  the  month  of  January  1999 

I IIIIIM.  I Pi  “A  Love  Supreme”  art  exhibition,  N 

poetry,  love  spells,  tarot  readings  for  Valentine’s  Day, 

Thursday,  February  11  • 7 to  10  pm 


3266  -21st  Street  4T  BusinessHours: 

Near  Tuesday  thru  Saturday: 

415#  643-8721  Closed  on  Sunday  & Monday 


Featuring  an  eclectic  collection  of  contemporary  fine  art,  jewelry, 
cards,  toys  and  gift*  for  all  occasions,  ages  and  budgets 


Awareness  is  Revolutionary 

Yen.  Urygen  Sangharakshita 


Free  drop-in  meditation  class  every  Tuesday  at  7pm 
Meditation  and  Buddhist  courses  offered  regularly 
Call  for  a free  program. 


SAN  FRANCISCO  BUDDHIST  CENTER 


TA  N€Cr 


Martin  Luther  King 
Birthday  Celebration 
Sunday,  January  17 
Special  Afternoon 
Show 


Happy  Hour  Mon-Sat  4-9 


3079  SIXTEENTH  STREET 

BETWEEN  MISSION  8 VALENCIA 
861-5757 

A 


Mondays 

Mitzy 


Tuesdays 
Marisela  & Guest 

Wednesdays 

Taina 

Thursdays 
Las  Fantasticas 

Fridays 

Hot  Go  Go  Dancers 
Saturdays 

Mariselas  Los  Vegas  Show 

Sundays 

Uva  Luna  7pm 

Las  Fantasticas  11pm 


A live/work  street  level  loft  for  the  unemployed. 

1999:  THE  MISSION  AT 
THE  CROSSROADS 


by  Randy  Shaw 

Last  year  will  be  remembered  as  a 
year  of  evictions,  rising  rents,  and 
the  financial  and  emotional  scars 
accompanying  both  Tenants  won  at  the 
ballot  box  with  the  defeat  of  Propositions 
A and  E in  June  and  the  passage  of  Prop  G 
in  November  They  also  won  at  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  with  the  enactment  of  evic- 
tion protections  for  seniors  and  persons 
with  disabilities  and  sharp  restrictions  on 
owner  move-in  evictions,  but  could  not 
avoid  the  massive  gcntrification  and  dis- 
placement caused  by  the  Silicon  Valley 
economic  boom 

People  may  not  fully  grasp  how 
indelibly  1998  has  signaled  the  city  ’s 
future.  The  two-decadc-Long  transforma- 
tion of  a working  class,  low-rent  town  into 
a city  housing  only  the  rich  and  the  rent- 
subsidized  poor  is  virtually  complete.  The 
city  that  developed  the  nation's  most  inno- 
vative housing  preservation  laws  and  most 
comprehensive  homeless  plan  no  longer 
has  unsubsidized  housing  available  for  its 
low-income  residents.  Whether  voluntarily 
or  through  eviction,  even  the  city's  mid- 
dle-income residents  are  being  steadily 
replaced  by  the  affluent. 

Few  neighborhoods  of  the  city  are 
immune  from  this  trend  The  Bayview  has 
become  a hot  market  for  new  condos,  and 
it  is  only  a matter  of  time  before  urban  pio- 
neers seeking  good  weather,  views,  and 
the  cheapest  homes  in  the  city  transform  a 
long-blighted  neighborhood  The 
Tenderloin  will  remain  a refuge  because  its 
housing  inventory  — residential  hotels, 

nonprofit  housing,  studio  apartments,  and 
lack  of  Victorian  flats  — renders  it  off- 
limits  for  many  upscale  residents  The 
Tenderloin  also  has  no  street  parking.  The 
greatest  threat  to  the  Tenderloin  came  from 
commercial  and  tourist  developments, 
both  of  which  have  been  curtailed  by  local 
land-use  laws  The  Sixth  Street  corridor 
will  likely  remain  low-income  for  similar 
reasons,  but  the  larger  South  of  Market 
area  like  the  Lower  Haight  is  a lost 
cause.e. 

This  leaves  the  Mission  District. 
The  Mission  continues  to  wage  the  most 
vigorous  fight  against  the  displacement  of 
the  non- weal  thy.  It  is  trench  warfare,  a 
unit-by-unit,  building-by -building  fight 
What  can  Mission  residents  do  to  keep  the 
neighborhood  from  becoming  like  the  for- 
merly blue-collar,  now  upscale  Potrero 
Hill  and  Noe  Valley  communities  to  its 
east  and  west?  A successful  action  plan 
must  have  local,  state,  and  national  com- 
ponents 


local  Action 

The  eviction  of  tenants  for  the  conversion 
of  their  homes  into  non-rental  housing 
must  be  stopped  The  residence  element  of 
the  city  's  Master  Plan  states  that  the  cre- 
ation of  home-ownership  opportunities 
should  not  come  at  the  expense  of  the 
city’s  rental  housing  stock.  The  city  limits 
condo  conversions  to  200  per  year  and 
guarantees  lifetime  leases  for  all  senior 
and  disabled  tenants.  The  state  Ellis  Act. 
however,  erases  all  protections  for  tenants 
so  long  as  the  rental  units  are  categorized 
not  as  condos  but  as  tenancies-in-common 
The  future  of  the  Mission  may  well  depend 
on  the  passage  of  new  legislation  prohibit- 
ing the  conversion  of  any  rental  housing  to 
non-rental  use 

Tlie  state:  a better  deal  from  Davis 

Gray  Davis'  election  will  help  the 
Mission.  Davis  will  bnng  additional 
money  for  affordable  housing  to  the 
Mission,  as  the  $44  million  in  low-cost 
housing  vetoed  by  Governor  Wilson  in 
1998  will  be  restored  and  increased  in 
future  years.  But  equally  important  are 
state  measures  that  will  put  enough  cash  in 
people’s  pockets  so  that  they  can  afford  to 
remain  living  in  the  Mission.  Mission  res- 
idents must  urge  their  state  representatives 
to  push  for  such  measures  as  a state  earned 
income  tax  credit,  a living  rather  than  min- 
imum wage,  and  a broader  renter’s  tax 
credit  A local  living-wage  campaign  has 
already  begun,  and  its  success  will  help  the 
neighborhood 

Make  a federal  case  out  of  it 

In  Reclaiming  America,  my  new  book 
coming  out  next  spring,  I argue  that 
activists  have  taken  the  adage  “Think 
Globally,  Act  Locally”  too  literally  and  I 
urge  people  to  rejoin  national  struggles. 
We  often  become  so  focused  on  local 
fights  that  we  overlook  how  national  deci- 
sions have  jeopardized  the  Mission’s  eco- 
nomic diversity.  For  example,  if  federal 
housing  subsidies  had  not  been  slashed 
since  1981,  hundreds,  if  not  thousands  of 
low-income  families  in  the  neighborhood 
would  be  living  in  permanently  affordable 
housing.  Instead,  most  of  these  families 
are  living  in  garages,  overcrowded  apart- 
ments, or  single  rooms  in  subdivided  flats. 
Similarly,  the  combination  of  anti-union 
federal  judges  and  congress  members  ulti- 
mately enabled  telephone  mega-giant 
Sprint  to  deny  increased  wages  and  collec- 
tive bargaining  rights  to  its  predominantly 
female  Mission  District  workforce.  When 
Sprint  or  any  corporation  eliminates  local 
blue-collar  jobs,  the  neighborhood’s  eco- 
nomic diversity  suffers. 
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Preserving  the  Mission  particularly 
requires  activists  to  begin  influencing  the 
national  political  decisions  impacting 
Silicon  Valley.  Thus  far,  the  high-tech 
boom  to  the  south  has  created  only  nega- 
tive impacts  through  real  estate  pressures 
that  endanger  the  Mission’s  economic 
diversity.  Where  is  the  pressure  from  the 
Mission  on  the  Silicon  Valley  firms  to  hire 
and  train  longtime  neighborhood  residents 
for  these  well-paying  jobs?  Silicon  Valley 
firms  have  failed  to  hire  Latinos  in  any- 
where near  their  proportion  in  the  regional 
population.  Instead,  the  firms  won 
Congressional  approval  in  1998  to  bring  in 
more  highly  paid  foreign  workers  who  — 
lacking  housing  — will  only  add  further 
fuel  to  the  Mission's  already  excessive 
demand.d. 

In  1999,  Mission  groups  must  focus 
on  the  impact  of  federal  policies  toward 


Silicon  Valley,  and  work  with  federal 
office  holders  to  develop  policies  that  help 
rather  than  harm  the  neighborhood.  As 
busy  as  people  already  are,  opposition 
must  emerge  to  counter  federal  policies 
that  are  transforming  the  Mission  into  a 
suburban  commuter  pool  for  the  high-tech 
world. 

The  tasks  are  many  and  the  challenges 
are  great  For  San  Francisco,  the  millenni- 
um came  two  years  early.  Never  before 
had  the  fate  of  the  city  and  the  Mission 
seemed  so  intertwined  with  the  white  male 
hegemony  of  the  Silicon  Valley.  All  of  San 
franc i sco  has  a stake  in  the  Mission’s  bat- 
tle against  the  free-market  forces  that  have 
triumphed  elsewhere  in  the  city. 


Randy  Shaw  is  the  author  of  "The 
Activist  s Handbook  ” 


Why  subsidize  starvation  wages? 

by  Congresswoman  Nancy  Pelosi 


For  some  of  us  in  Congress,  the  alle- 
viation of  poverty  is  the  driving 
force.  One  in  four  children  in 
America  lives  in  poverty  - one  in  four  chil- 
dren! That  should  be  enough  to  tell  us  that 
we  in  government  are  all  failures,  or  we 
don’t  have  our  priorities  straight,  or  we’re 
not  effective  in  changing  how  a budget  is 
put  together  and  how  it  relates  to  lifting 
everybody  up,  especially  at  a time  when 
the  economy  is  booming  That’s  right,  the 
economy  is  booming,  unemployment  and 
inflation  are  way  down  and  one  in  four 
children  are  still  living  in  poverty. 

When  people  ask  me  what  the  three 
most  important  issues  are  before  Congress, 

I tell  them  "Our  children,  our  children,  our 
children  - their  health,  their  education,  the 
environment  in  which  they  live  and  the 
economic  security  of  their  family.^’  Two 
wage  earners  in  a family  of  four  are  still 
below  the  poverty  line.  We’ve  got  to  create 
jobs  that  pay  people  a living  wage  but  we 
also  want  people  to  have  business  owner- 
ship We  must  focus  on  ownership  and  not 
just  talk  about  job  creation. 


We  have  got  to  go  into  comminutes 
and  do  this.  Whether  it’s  use  of  the  tax 
code,  or  appropriated  funds,  grants  or  pub- 
lic and  private  partnerships.  In  my  view 
this  is  the  most  important  issue  because  it’s 
about  the  economic  security  of  our  fami- 
lies. The  ownership  issue  is,  I believe,  a 
fundamental  one  and  the  only  fair  way  to 
go  about  it.  Why  are  we  talking  about  this 
all  over  the  world  and  not  doing  it  in  our 
own  country?  Small  businesses  are  the 
ones  that  create  more  of  the  jobs  and  the 
capital. 


One  area  of  empowerment  is  access  to 
capital  to  develop  business,  and  another  is 
to  pay  a living  wage  to  people.  For  a long 
time  I have  been  saying  in  Congress,  to  the 
dismay  of  even  some  of  my  Democratic 
colleagues,  that  what  we  do  on  food 
stamps  and  what  we  do  on  welfare  should 
count  on  the  business  side  of  the  ledger.  If 
somebody  is  getting  food  stamps  or  a 
housing  subsidy  because  they’re  not  mak- 
ing the  minimum  wage,  then  why  should 
we  say  that’s  something  we’re  giving 
them?  What  we’re  doing  is  subsidizing 
wages  that  are  too  low  to  live  on  in  this 
country,  and  we’ve  got  to  say  to  big  busi- 
ness that  we’re  subsidizing  your  success  - 
your  profits.  And  what  do  we  get  in 
jetum?  We’re  told:  "People  are  lazy.  They 
don’t  work  hard  enough.  We’re  giving 
them  handouts.  We’ve  got  to  cut  back  on 
all  that.” 


But  why  else  would  we  have  to  give  a 
family  with  two  wage  earners  food  stamps 
if  they  were  getting  a decent  wage  for  the 
work  they  put  in.  I’m  fine  with  giving 
them  all  the  benefits  in  the  world  but  one 
of  the  reasons  we  have  to  do  that  is 
because  business  isn’t  paymg  a living 
wage. 

Raise  the  minimum  wage!  I would 
double  it  myself,  but  on  the  other  hand  you 
have  small  business  owners,  like  restaura- 
teurs who  come  in  and  say  they  can’t 
afford  to  increase  wages.  That's  why  some 
of  my  colleagues  say  Enough,  enough, 
enough!"  - because  we  have  a lot  of  small 
business  people  who  can’t  afford  to  pay 
more.  But  we’ve  got  to  recognize  what's 
happening. 

If  I’m  in  the  Mission  getting  my  car 
washed  or  something,  I see  people  work- 
ing so  hard  and  yet  I know  they  ’re  earning 
starvation  wages  and  can’t  even  put  food 
on  their  tables,  unless  we  give  them  food 
stamps.  How  can  we  justify  that  they 
should  put  in  a full  day's  work  and  not 
have  enough  money  to  live  on? 
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GRAND  OPENING  SPECIAL  — 15%  off  all  dinners 
LUNCH  SPECIALS  — $4.25  FREE  DEUVERY  — (Minimum  oraer  $10) 

Qualify  Food  at  Affordable  Prices 


581  Valencia  @ 17th  St.  • SF  • 861-8698 


Happy  New  Year! 


'Zjy  Cocktail 

0/  Lounge 


“launching  you  into 
the  next  milleniumn 

(((Friday  - Dec.  31))) 

Free  Cover! 

New  Year’s  Eve  Bash 

DJs-  Ptiano,  St  Bob,  A ft  Jaymz 

Complimentary  Champagne  at  Midnight 


(((Friday))) 

Guest  DJs 


T.V.S  + Pool  table 
Best  Jukebox 


2730  21St  Street  @ Bryant  San  Francisco 
415282.9926 
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Natural  Niman  Schell  Beef 
Rocky  Free  Range  Chicken 
Natural  Beef  Burgers 
Veggie  Burgers 
Hot  Dogs 
Fries  & 
Shakes 


@19*  St  824-3494 
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San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

(415)  285-8588 


OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK 
SMOG  CHECK  AVAILABLE  7 DAYS 


FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 
12  MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  ALL  REPAIRS 

• Free  Shuttle  Service  to  & from  BART,  Downtown  & Nearby 
Neighborhoods  ♦ Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes  ♦ "Do-it-Yourself" 
Membership  Available  ♦ Men  & Women  Mechanics 

• Dependable.  Guaranteed  Work— Honest  Prices 

• Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 

• Emission  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  A Repair 

• Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 

• Cooling  Systems  • Radiators  • Overheating 

• Toning  Belts  • Brakes  • Clutches  • General  Repairs 

• Air  Conditioning/Heaters 

• Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 

• Windows/DoorsA'andalism  Repairs  • Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 

• Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  • CV  Joint  A A.xle  Service 

• Check  Engine  Light  • Computer  Diagnostics  • Driveability- 
Problems 

• Engine  & Transmission  Rebuilding  A Replacement 


Stale  of  California 

LICENSED 


SMQf? 

CH^CK 


V 


INSPECTION  A 
REPAIR  STATION . 


OFFICIAL 

GROSS 

POLLUTER 

CERTIFICATION 

STATION 


© 


BBB 


since  1978 

(415)  285-8588 

61 1 FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th  St.)  • S.F.,  CA  941 10 
BETWEEN  HARRISON  & BRYANT  STREETS 

ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  & ATM  ACCEPTED 


$10 
OFF 
SMOG 
INSPECTION 


FREE 
BRAKE 
& 

SAFETY 
INSPECTION 

($42”  VALUE) 


'Indian  Food  With  A New  Attitude" 

5:30  - 10:30  pm  Fri.  - Sat.  5:30  - 10  pm  Sun  - Thur 


La 

Tina 


Paula  Tejeda 


1998:  SWEPT  AWAY 

I’ve  reached  the  point  where  a year  goes 
by  so  fast  that  long-term  plans  no  longer 
inhibit  me  A Five  year  goal  is  no  longer 
disheartening,  on  the  contrary,  it’s  better  to 
set  a plan  for  five  years  down  the  line 
rather  than  have  the  time  whip  by.  and 
catch  me  still  meditating  on  whether  to 
make  a commitment  or  not.  So  another 
year  has  zipped  past  me. 

My  husband  and  I survived  1998  with 
our  business.  Chile  Lindo,  in  spite  of  the 
parking  tickets.  They  nearly  put  us  out  of 
business.  Now,  we  must  find  ways  to  start 
paying  off  all  sorts  of  business  licenses 
and  taxes,  and  1 feel  like  we  re  just  recov- 
ering from  paying  off  all  of  last  year’s 
fees.  Those  are  the  dues  you  -pay  for  the 
privilege  of  slaving  away  in  the  San 
Francisco  kingdom.  Sometimes  I feel  soci- 
ety has  not  progressed  as  much  as  I'd  like 
to  think,  and  that  we  still  have  a lot  in  com- 
mon with  the  Middle  Ages  - like  serfdom 
for  instance  But  all  things  considered  and 
to  be  fair.  I'd  say  that  most  City  depart- 
ments are  cooperative,  and  I attribute  that 
to  the  Mayor. 

I truly  can't  understand  why  anyone 
would  want  a career  in  politics.  It's  like 
setting  yourself  up  for  frustrations  that  go 
beyond  what  is  humanely  endurable.  It 
doesn’t  matter  how  hard  you  try  to  do  right 
by  people,  you’ll  undoubtedly  have  a lack 
of  cooperation  and  everybody  making 
demands.  You’ve  probably  noticed  the 
men  in  orange  vests  with  their  brooms 
sweeping  the  streets  around  the  Mission.  I 
like  listening  to  their  opinions,  because 
they  ’re  the  folks  that  truly  know  when  and 
if  opportunities  for  the  poor  are  arising. 
Unlike  the  privileged  folks  who  pretend  to 
defend  the  underprivileged,  the  working 
poor  can’t  afford  to  sit  around  the  cafe  or 
nonprofit  office,  or  behind  a desk,  criticiz- 
ing everyone  for  what  ever  they’re  doing 
or  not  doing. 

The  two  men  that  sweep  everyday  in 
front  of  Chile  Lindo  show  up  at  about  4pm 
and  I've  been  in  the  habit  of  offering  them 
a soda  or  coffee.  By  now  I’ve  had  a chance 
to  chat  with  them  a bit,  so  I know  they 
have  a lot  of  appreciation  for  the  Mayor. 
Well,  the  last  time  I went  to  offer  the  street 
sweepers  a soda  they  told  me  no  thanks’ 
because  City  employees  cannot  accept 
anything  from  merchants  while  on  the  job. 
This  rule  was  in  place  before  Mayor 
Brown’s  term,  actually,  it’s  been  around 
forever,  but  I was  dumbfounded.  All 
along,  I thought  that  I was  cooperating 
with  the  City  by  showing  some  apprecia- 
tion towards  their  workers,  but  from  now 
on  my  gesture  will  be  rejected. 

At  first,  I just  couldn’t  understand 
why  anyone  would  object  to  my  giving 
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these  two  guys  a soda  - which  must  have 
been  something  for  them  to  look  forward 
to  towards  the  end  of  the  day.  Then,  I 
became  furious  and  said  I was  going  to 
bring  it  up  with  a supervisor  or  the  mayor. 
But  the  two  men  asked  me  not  to,  because 
it  would  put  their  jobs  in  jeopardy.  We 
continued  analyzing  the  City  ordinance 
and  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  it  must 
be  a law  for  all  City  employees  in  order  to 
prevent  possible  bribes,  or  at  least  prevent 
what  could  be  interpreted  as  a bribe  when 
dealing  with  City  employees. 

It  just  might  turn  out  that  my  giving 
the  sweepers  a soda  would  make  Chile 
Lindo’s  twenty  feet  of  sidewalk  cleaner 
than  the  business  next  door  This  left  me  so 
sad,  how  inhumane  we’ve  become  that  a 
generous  gesture  can  become  twisted  and 
distorted  This  excessive  control  is  chip- 
ping away  at  our  soul 

Arboles  uber  alles 

It  looks  like  Supervisor  Medina  will  not  be 
able  to  complete  his  plans  for  24th  Street 
because  of  opposition  to  cutting  down  and 
replacing  some  of  the  street  trees.  At  first, 

I also  opposed  making  any  changes  to  the 
trees  albng  24th  street.  Then  I went  and 
listened  to  the  Supervisor’s  plans  with  my 
mouth  shut  (which  is  unusual  for  me,  but 
I’m  learning.)  I was  sold  on  the  project 
because  the  trees  currently  planted  along 
24th  street  completely  take  over  the  block 
without  giving  space  to  the  buildings,  store 
signs,  lights,  etc.  It’s  a matter  of  esthetics 
To  have  such  large  trees  on  a street  with 
such  low  buildings,  and  narrow  sidewalks 
makes  the  street  look  cluttered.  The 
Supervisor  also  mentioned  to  me  that  he 
wanted  to  give  building  owners  along  24th 
Street  money  to  fix  their  facades  so  that 
the  architecture  can  be  appreciated  Like  I 
said  earlier.  Why  would  anyone  want  to  be 
a politician  when  human  beings  are  down 
right  impossible  to  satisfy  - even  when 
you’re  trying  to  do  something  as  simple  as 
making  a street  more  beautiful. 

People  in  glass  pubs.. 

So.  out  went  the  Dovre  Club  from  the 
Women’s  Building  and  it  rattled  the 
Mission  to  the  point  where  folks  had  the 
time  and  money  to  print  signs  in  support  of 
which  ever  side  The  Women’s  Building 
won  the  battle,  bumping  out  the  Dovre 
Club,  which  moved  over  to  26th  and 
Valencia  - bumping  another  Mission  insti- 
tution which  I cherished.  Schooners,  out  of 
the  picture  completely.  Every  Sunday 
night  Sax  player  Vince  Wallace  held  a jam 
session  in  Schooners  that  would  include 
many  of  the  Bay  Area’s  elite  jazz  musi- 
cians. Vince  once  told  me  it  was  “the 
longest  playing  gig  in  history.”  I was 
against  the  Women’s  Building  driving  The 
Dovre  Club  out,  and  I'm  further  against 
the  Dovre  Club  driving  the  best  jazz  in 
town  out  - probably  just  because  they 
thought  a jazz  crowd  would  be  more  into 
music  than  booze.  Hey,  Dovre  Club,  what 
happened  to  the  neighborhood  institution 
rhetoric  you  guys  used  in  the  battle  for  the 
Women’s  Building?  Valencia  Street  lost 
another  one  of  its  neighborhood  jewels. 

Not  even  in  New  York  can  you  hear  jazz 
like  they  put  out  at  the  Schooners  jam  ses- 
sions - least  of  all  without  paying  a cover. 
Vince,  where  did  you  folks  take  your  great 
jam  sessions  to? 

Well...  life  goes  on  and  I wish  you 
jFeliz  Aflo  Nuevo! 
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The  Spirit  of '98 


Photo  by  Lolo  Rivas 


A tidal  wave  of  live/woik,  condo  and  office  development  swept  away  large  portions 
of  the  Mission's  old  industrial  sector  including  the  Green  Glen  Linen  Service  pic- 
tured above.  While  some  builders  just  created  over-priced  eyesores  and  sold  them 
to  gullible  microchip  heads,  others  were  more  pernicious  Members  of  the  Cort  Family 
Trust  filed  suit  to  stop  the  creation  of  a new  City  College  campus,  evicted  30  year  resi- 
dents on  the  pretext  of  an  ow  ner  move-in  that  never  occurred  (law  suit  number  two)  and 
painted  over  the  Lily  Ann  Mural  prompting  law  suit  number  three  During  a creative 
protest,  the  Corts  were  hexed  by  the  Spirit  of  Lilli  Ann  (below  ) which  may  have  had  an 
effect  on  the  family's  fortunes.  Almost  all  of  the  Corts’  Mission  properties  remained 
empty  , making  them  the  Mission's  most  underdeveloped  developers. 


Photo  by  Gary  Stenger 

While  we  all  mourn  the  final  demise  of  Komotion  and  that  other  wild  scene  at 
17th  and  Capp,  the  homegrown  uncompromising  Mission  art  community 
remains  vital  and  real.  Clarion  Alley  Mural  Project  (CAMP),  home  of  this 
hyper  kitty  (above),  celebrated  its  fifth  year  of  creativity  in  the  most  hostile  of  environ- 
ments Long  live  free  pizzas  at  Badlands,  pcrmit-less  Rube  Waddell.  Joe  Mama  and  his 
fire  earin'  fools  and  the  mysterious  Jewelry  Store. 


Photo  by  Greg  Roden 

Communities  are  based  on  the  ability  of  the  people  that  live  in  them  to  come  togeth- 
er for  a common  purpose.  When  over  a hundred  volunteers  converged  on  Rolph 
Playground  to  build  a new  recreation  area  (above)  they  exemplified  the  spint  of 
the  Mission  at  its  best  Despite  the  economic,  cultural  and  ethnic  differences  that  often 
divide  our  community,  cooperative  effort  is  the  rule  rather  than  the  exception. 


Photo  by  Arthur  Hudson 

In  1998.  gang  violence  was  not  as  severe  as  in  previous  years  but  nonetheless,  gangs 
continued  to  be  a presence  on  the  streets  of  the  Mission.  Widely  publicized  and  heav- 
ily financed  gang  deterrence  programs  did  not  appear  to  be  reaching  hard  core  gang 
bangers,  and  the  war  between  the  Norteiios  and  Surertos  continued  to  claim  victims  The 
photo  above  is  from  1997  w hen  the  friends  of  Fredi  McCoy  gathered  at  the  comer  w here 
he  was  slain  in  a gang  related  incident.  Let’s  hope  the  custom  of  marking  murder  sites  with 
flowers  and  mementos  remains  a thing  of  the  past 


Photo  by  Andy  Solow 


For  the  kids  of  the  Mission,  hope  for  the  future  depends  more  on  those  grassroots 
organizations  that  arise  from  the  love  and  concern  of  people  in  the  community  than 
anything  else.  In  1998  The  Mission  Youth  Soccer  League  scrapped  through  anoth- 
er year  surviving  solely  on  volunteerism  and  an  occasional  donation  League  supporters 
know  that  this  situation  cannot  sustain  the  organization  much  longer,  now  that  it  has 
grow  n to  include  50  teams  and  1.000  kids.  For  the  time  being  young  people  such  as  those 
pictured  below  will  continue  to  have  an  option  to  gangs  and  the  fate  of  Fredi  McCoy 


Photo  by  Arthur  Hudson 
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Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program 


Bank  of  Canton  of  California  is  now  offering  a special  program  that  may  meet  your 
special  fmanci.il  needs.  Our  Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program  can  help  you 
get  a loan  faster  than  you  think!  Our  program  is  designed  to  offer  loans  which  are 
more  affordable,  especially  for  families  with  limited  annual  household  income  and 
for  small  businesses  with  limited  capital. 

FEATURES/BENEFITS 

Purpose  of  Loan  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal  (family  emergency 
needs).  Small  Business  and  Purchase  of  Commercial 
Vehicle  (e  g.  Truck)  with  commercial  registration 

Clean  Credit  History,  Annual  Household  Income  of 
$17,000  or  less  for  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal;  or 
Initial  Capital  ol  $30,000,  or  less  for  Small  Business  and 
Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 
Up  to  $1 5,000  per  household  or  per  business  entity 
Up  to  HI  months 

5.75%  Annual  Percentage  Rate  Fixed* 

' For  example,  on  a loan  of  $5000,  with  an  84-month  term, 
monthly  payment  is  $72.45 

Please  contact  Bank  of  Canton  California  Loan  Representatives  to 
find  out  more  about  this  special  loan  program. 

San  Francisco/Bay  Area:  415/391-8912  • 415/421-5215 

415/989-4088  • 415/681-5333 


Qualifications 


Loan  Amount 
Repayment 

Interest  Rate 


is  ® 


RANK  OF  CANTON 
OF  CALIFORNIO 


A Tradition  of  Honest  Banking 

Established  in  J9J7  Member  FDIC 

We  reserve  the  right  to  change  our  lending  program,  practices,  current 
rate,  and  requirements  at  any  time  without  notice. 


You  can  almost  see  the  stars  through  this  huge  hole  in  the  roof.  Photo  by  Greg  Roden 

Wrecked  Center  Continued  from  Page  1 
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COCKTAILS 

Two 
Pool  Tables 

CD  Player 


16th  & Caff  It. 

T r -r- 

2950  -16th  Street, 

'Open  7 Days  10  a.m.-2  a.m 


Where  can  I go  for  Free  or  low  cost  multimedia  training 

and  help  finding  a job? 


scrambling  to  correct  the  dilemma  before 
the  Center  collapses  once  and  for  all. 

According  to  a Park  and  Recreation 
Department  inspection  report,  at  least 
some  of  the  trouble  stems  from  severe 
vibrations  from  the  ventilation  system,  but 
a more  fundamental  problem  is  an 
“improper  pitch  construction  where  drains 
are  actually  higher  than  the  pitch  (of  the 
roof],  ponding  water  puddles  all  over." 
The  inspection  took  place  on  November 
10,  1998;  fifteen  years  after  the  faulty  con- 
struction took  place  Evidently,  in  all  these 
years  no  one  has  taken  the  initiative  to 
have  a long  hard  look  at  the  roof  and  report 
its  gravity  defying  design  flaw.  There  also 
seems  to  have  been  no  preventative  main- 
tenance. The  cracked  and  corroded  venti- 
lation system,  which  is  located  on  the  roof, 
needs  to  be  replaced,  and  the  buildings' 
electrical  system  also  needs  a lot  of  work. 

Over  the  years.  Park  and  Rec,  which 
is  responsible  for  maintaining  the  city 
owned  facility,  has  dispatched  crew  after 
crew  to  repair  leaks  as  they  sprang  up.  Not 
surprisingly,  more  leaks  occurred  in  new 
places  and  the  leaks  got  bigger.  Staff  mem- 
bers nervously  eyed  bulges  in  the  ceilings 
above  their  heads  and,  concerned  for  the 


Go  HERE  for  Free  computer  & multimedia  training  in  English  and  Espanol 

m 


Computer  Basics,  Multimedia  Basics. 

• Internet  Basics. 
• Computacion-En  Espanol. 

• Bilingual  Instruction  in 
• Personal  Finances,  Word,  Excel. 

• Daily  computer  access. 


Arriba  Juntos 

1850  Mission  St.  near  15 


th. 


• Job  Resource  Center 
Open  to  the  public  12pm-6pm,  Mon-Fri. 


A Collaborate* 


OiaiTAC  , „ t 
Mission:  er5£f* 


Bilingual  orientations 

Thursdays  9:30am  & Saturdays  10am. 

Employment  specialists  available. 

Para  mas  informacion:487-7831 


Bay  Area  Video 
Coalition 

^ 2727  Mariposa  St. 
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BE  IN  OEMANOI  MAKE  THE  CHANGE! 

Free  to  wo,  low  awp  moderate  iwcome  Mission  district  residents. 

Gratis  y A bierto  a |os  residentes  de  bajos  y moderados  ih^resoj  del  Distrito  de  |a  Misioh. 

^ PROJECT  OF  THE  MISSION  hIRINS  nALL.  F onded  &y  da  Mayor's  office  — ' 


safety  of  hundreds  of  kids,  tried  to  con- 
vince Park  and  Rec  administrators  that  a 
more  systematic  approach  to  the  problem 
was  needed. 

Something  along  the  lines  of  a new 
roof  for  both  buildings  would  have  been 
the  ideal  solution.  But  in  the  finest  tradi- 
tion of  bureaucrathink.  Park  and  Rec 
determined  a new  roof  was  a “capital 
improvement"  and  told  staffers  that  the 
Department  had  no  capital  improvement 
funds  available.  Since  there  was  a mainte- 
nance budget,  the  sorcerer’s  apprentice- 
patchwork  policies  continued  even  as 
pieces  of  the  building  started  falling  to  the 
ground.  When  the  lights  started  flickering 
off  and  on,  everybody  realized  the  situa- 
tion was  hopeless 

According  to  Becky  Ballinger,  Park 
and  Rec’s  public  information  officer,  the 
department  is  now  committed  to  address- 
ing the  seriousness  of  the  situation  and  will 
undertake  a major  overhaul  of  both  roofs, 
the  ventilation  system  and  the  electrical 
system  beginning  January  4,  and  lasting  4 
to  10  weeks.  The  Treat  Street  entrance  to 
the  Center  will  be  closed  when  work 
begins,  as  will  various  parts  of  the  com- 
plex as  repairs  proceed.  At  least  a defini- 
tive solution  is  in  the  works.  Park  and  Rec 
estimates  the  work  will  cost  about 
$189,500  and  when  asked  where  the  funds 
will  come  from,  Ballinger  said  “We’re  tak- 
ing it  out  of  the  maintenance  budget.” 

Neither,  Ballinger  nor  anyone  else 
could  explain  why  this  simple  solution 
could  not  have  been  applied  years  ago 
when  damage  to  the  Center  was  not  so 
extensive  and  repair  costs  would  have 
been  considerably  lower. 

There  is  some  question  as  to  whether 
Park  and  Rec  can  complete  the  simultane- 
ous repairs  in  the  allotted  time  and  within 
budget.  At  press  time,  Erica  Roman  of  the 
Mayor’s  Office  of  Neighborhood  Services 
was  firming  up  a commitment  by  a private 
construction  company  to  donate  labor  for 
the  project.  Roman  said  she  had  also 
received  an  offer  from  Supervisor  Jose 
Medina  to  use  some  of  the  unspent  24th 
Street  revitalization  funds  for  the  repair 
work.  Roman,  a 25-year  Mission  resident, 
has  more  than  passing  familiarity  with  the 
problem.  She  worked  at  the  Recreation 
Center  five  years  ago  and  said  “It  leaked 
all  the  time  ” 
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Andy  Solow 


Red  tape  more  red  tape  and  lies 


During  the  last  seven  years,  the 
Mission  District  has  received  in 
excess  of  $4.5  million  dollars  from 
the  City’s  Open  Space  Fund,  to  hind 
acquisition  renovation  and  development 
projects  at  Dolores  Park,  Mission 
Playground,  Franklin  Field,  23rd  and 
Treat,  Alioto  Mini  Park,  Jose  Coronado 
Playground,  and  several  other  sites.  Most 
of  these  projects  have  been  completed,  but 
not  the  renovation  of  Jose  Coronado  play- 
ground or  the  development  of  a new  park 
at  23rd  & Treat. 

Toxic  Acres 

This  project  was  proposed  nearly  seven 
years  ago  by  the  Calle  22  Neighborhood 
Organization  and  has  been  fully  funded  for 
more  than  four  years  Park  Planner  Marvin 
Yee  completed  the  preliminary  design  for 
this  proposed  new  park  with  community 
participation  and  approval  in  1994.  Yee's 
preliminary  design  includes  a children’s 
play  area,  a community  garden,  some  pas- 
sive use  park  space,  and  a small  practice 
size  athletic  area 

Unfortunately,  due  to  of  the  presence 
of  toxic  contaminants  on  the  site  and  the 
ensuing  argument  about  the  value  of  the 
contaminated  property,  acquisition  and 
development  of  the  23rd  & Treat  Street 
Park  has  been  on  hold  since  February 
1995. 

In  March  1998,  1 predicted  that  the 
bureaucrats  wouldn't  even  Finish  the  23rd 
arcl  Treat  Street  Park  on  paper  before 
December  1999.  Well,  according  to  SF 
Real  Estate  Department  Real  Property 
Officer  Jeff  Meyers,  as  of  Wednesday, 
December  9,  1998,  the  City  and  County  of 
San  Francisco  is  the  new  owner  of  the  23  rd 
and  Treat  Street  site. 

If  you  thought  this  sounded  too  good 

to  be  true,  you’re  probably  right.  In  fact. 
Park  Planners  Deborah  Learner  and 
Joanne  Wilson  recently  decided  to  reopen 
public  comment  and  start  the  preliminary 
design  process  for  23rd  & Treat  all  over 
again. 


before  it’s  over,  the  City  will  have  spent 
almost  eight  years  and  close  to  $600,000 
designing  and  building  a recreation  room, 
a bathroom,  an  office,  and  a new  play 
structure  for  JC  Playground. 

In  October  of  1994,  after  nearly  two 
years  and  considerable  arm-twisting,  the 
SF  Recreation  and  Park  Commission 
rejected  the  renovation  plan  recommended 
by  Rec  Park  planning  staff  and  approved 
the  community  ’s  plan  for  Jose  Coronado 
(JC)  Playground.  But,  no  additional  work 
was  done  on  this  project  for  an  entire  year. 
At  that  time.  Park  Planner  Wilson’s  excuse 
was  that  the  City  was  having  trouble 
extending  a simple  private  subcontract  for 
architectural  services. 

In  November  1995,  Head  Park 
Planner  Deborah  Learner  stated  that  she 
had  personally  interceded  and  twice 
required  that  the  schedule  for  the  comple- 
tion of  the  JC  Playground  renovation  be 
shortened.  At  that  time.  Learner  said:  “My 
goal  is  to  have  all  of  the  paperwork  and 
approvals  for  this  project  completed  by  the 
end  of  1996.  Hopefully,  the  physical  reno- 
vation of  JC  Playground  will  be  in 
progress  by  the  beginning  of  1997.” 

In  May  1996,  Park  Planner  Wilson 
predicted  that  construction  would  start  on 
the  JC  Playground  renovation  by  the  end 
of  1996. 

In  June  1997,  the  Park  Planners  were 
predicting  that  construction  would  start  on 
the  JC  Playground  renovation  by 
November  1997. 

In  March  1998,  the  Park  Planners 
were  predicting  that  construction  would 
start  on  the  JC  Playground  renovation  by 
September  1998.  Well,  guess  what?  On 
December  9,  1998,  construction  actually 
started  at  JC  Playground.  But,  it  took  so 
long  that  there  isn’t  enough  money  to  com- 
plete the  entire  project.  Hopefully,  some  of 
the  City’s  current  budget  surplus  can  be 
redirected  to  JC  Playground  so  that  the 
neighbors  don’t  have  to  wait  another  seven 


years  for  storage  cabinets,  child  care 
equipment  and  supplies,  new  soccer  goals 
and  field  lines,  a new  tennis  net,  athletic 
equipment,  and  long  overdue  fence 
repairs 

Low  crimes  and  misdemeanors 

On  August  3,  1998,  subsequent  to  a 
July  police  community  meeting  where  SF 
District  Attorney  Terrence  Hallinan  pub- 
licly stated  that  he  would  personally 
respond  to  a written  request  for  relief  from 
nuisance  crime  caused  by  street  drunks.  I 
hand  delivered  that  request  to  Hallinan  at 
his  home  on  Ashbury  Heights.  In  it,  I 
asked  Hallinan  to  cooperate  with  the 
Police  and  prosecute  the  drunken,  drug 
dealing,  thieving  thugs  - who  misuse  and 
abuse  our  City  parks  and  play  grounds  - as 
a public  nuisance 

Because  the  pattern  of  behavior 
exhibited  by  these  misdemeanor  offenders 
is  ongoing  and  continuous,  it  constitutes  a 
violation  of  PC  372.  According  to  Captain 
Greg  Suhr,  the  same  SFPD  procedures  cur- 


rently in  use  to  mitigate  street  prostitution 
could  be  applied  to  public  drunkenness  in 
the  parks  and  playgrounds  In  August 
Captain  Suhr  of  Mission  Police  Station 
told  me  that  there  are  at  least  50  chronic 
offenders  currently  plaguing  the  14  City 
parks  and  playgrounds  located  in  the 
Mission  District.  Also  in  August  Captain 
Suhr  requested  that  DA  Hallinan  tell  him 
objectively  and  precisely  what  the  SFDA 
needs  from  the  police  to  move  forward  and 
prosecute  these  misdemeanor  offenders  for 
public  nuisance 

Since  that  time,  I have  called  and 
faxed  Hallinan's  office  at  least  20  times 
But,  Hallinan  never  bothered  to  call  me 
back.  And,  on  December  8,  1998,  Captain 
Suhr  told  me  that  Hallinan  had  never 
called  him  back  or  assigned  any  one  else  to 
the  task  of  making  nuisance  cases  against 
public  drunks  and  other  habitual  misde- 
meanor miscreants 

Hey,  “K.O."  You're  a liar. 
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SYNERGY  SCHOOL 

975  Grove  St..  San  Francisco.  CA  94117  (415)  567-6177 


Grades  K-8*Small  Classes*Challenging  Academics 
Multicultural*Innovative  Programs*Extended  Care 
Moving  to  Valencia  & 25th  St  in  Fall  * 99 


The  fytt 
if  tfack! 

525  Valencia 
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Where  West  Meets  East 


Wilson’s  excuse  was  that  too  much 
time  had  passed  since  the  last  round  of 
public  design  meetings  was  held  concern- 
ing 23rd  and  Treat  But,  rumor  has  it  that 
some  miscreant  non-profit  agency  has 
been  working  with  the  Park  Planners  to 
derail  the  design  process  so  that  they  can 
pretend  that  they  redesigned  the  new  facil- 
ity and  saved  the  neighborhood  from  the 
yuppies.  One  wonders  if  all  this  senseless 
activity  is  driven  by  a compulsion  to  place 
a statue  of  Che  Guevarra  in  the  new  Park, 
or  if  it’s  just  the  usual  bunch  of  do  nothing 
idiots,  puffing  themselves  up  at  our 
expense  while  they  take  credit  for  other 
peoples’  work.  Damn,  those  bureaucrats 
sure  love  meetings. 

Deatli  of  a thousand  cuts 

In  September  of  1 99 1 , the  community  sub- 
mitted a renovation  plan  for  Jose 
Coronado  Playground  to  the  Open  Space 
Committee.  The  Community’s  request  was 
approved  and  funds  have  been  available 
for  the  renovation  since  the  fall  of  1992. 
But,  even  though  this  project  has  been 
fully  funded  for  nearly  seven  years,  the 
first  spoonful  of  earth  has  yet  to  be  turned 
Mired  in  a morass  of  bureaucratic  red  tape. 
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FRIDAY 

Best  known  cure  for  a New  Year’s  hangover 

- If  you  haven't  attended  the  Community  Music 
Center  Orchestra's  performance  of  Beethoven’s 
9*  Symphony  you're  missing  a terrific  way  to 
jump  start  your  spirit  for  the  new  year  “Ode  to 
Joy"  rocks!  New  location  this  year  at  St  Ignatius 
Church,  650  Parker  at  Fulton,  4pm  $15.  647- 
6015 


SATURDAY 

Time  for  Josie  to  mosey  -It's  the  last  night 
ever  for  Josie's  Cabaret  and  Juice  Bar,  so  if 
you've  never  been  this  is  your  last  chance,  The 
final  night  should  bring  out  some  surprise  guests, 
Josie's  16*  and  Market.  Call  861-7933  for  sched- 
ule and  reservations. 


SUNDAY  _ 

Oak  Woodlands  Restoration  Projectsponsors 

ongoing  removal  of  non-native  exotic  weeds, 
planting  native  plants,  acorn  and  seed  gather-  mm 
ing  All  activities  support  the  restoration  of  # 

Golden  Gate  Park’s  Oak  Woodland,  including  

the  understory,  to  a diverse,  rich  ecosystem.  THURSDAY 
Meet  on  the  Conservatory  steps  at  Golden  Gate  ^•**+r*  # 

Park.  10am-12  30pm.  415  566- 1876 


WEDNESDAY 

N.E.M.N.A.C  POW  wow  - Rising  rents'^ and 
condo  developments  are  driving  artists  out  of 
the  Mission  quicker  than  the  president's  zipper. 
The  North  East  Mission  Neighborhood  Art  Com- 
munity (NEMNAC)  is  holding  a town  hall  meet- 
ing to  address  this  issue  and  put  forward  some 
working  models  of  live/work  spaces  now  extant 
in  Miami,  Paris,  Atlanta  and  other  cities  that 
seem  to  have  got  the  concept  right.  Music  and 
dancing  follow  the  serious  stuff.  Cellspace  2050 
Bryant  Street  (between.  18*  and  19*),  8-1 1pm, 
free. 

Don’t  be  a starving  artist  - The  San  Francisco 
Art  Commission  is  offering  this  free  workshop 
on  how  to  wnte  an  Organization  Project  Grant. 
Grants  of  up  to  $15,000  are  available  for  small 
to  mid-sized  art  organizations  for  exhibitions,  in- 
stallations and  performances.  25  Van  Ness  Av- 
enue Ste  70  (lower  level),  3:30pm.  252-2553 


MONDAY 

Hipper  than  ever,  hoppier  than  the  energizer 
bunny  - Uve  Jazz  and  Hip  Hop  music  from 
BOP  CITY  featunng  members  of  Jungle  Biskitt 
and  Mingus  Amungus.  The  Elbo  Room  647 
Valencia,  10pm,  $5.  552-7788 


Independent  Days  - Blockbusters  and  estab- 
lished art  film  producers  have  venues  aplenty  in 
SF,  but  the  only  opportunity  to  see  the  best  new 
work  by  American  up  and  coming  (but  still  mostly 
down  and  out)  filmmakers  is  at  the-SF  Indepen- 
dent Film  Festival.  Begins  today  and  runs 
through  January  10  at  the  Roxie  Cinema  and 
Victoria  Theater.  The  repertory  runs  from  ultra- 
low-budget-made-on-credit-card  ventures  to  high 
production  value  films  with  well-known  actors. 
For  more  information  contact  Jeff  Ross  at 
ttpasty@sinus.com  or  call  289-6896  or  check 
out  the  website  www.i.  am/indie 


TUESDAY 

Lost  dogs  and  cats  -Once  again  Dr.  Betty 
Carmack  leads  her  free  pet  loss  support  group 
for  those  grieving  for  a deceased  pet.  SF/SPCA 
Learning  Center  243  Alabama  Street,  7 30  - 
9:30pm.  554-3050 
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FRIDAY 

The  Rhythm  Method  - These  free  introductory 
acting  classes  for  dancers  build  self  esteem  and 
public  speaking  skills  in  a supportive  and  fun 
space.  An  8-week  course  begins  the  following 
week.  ODC  Performance  Gallery  (17*  and 
Shotwell)  from  24pm,  824-2281 


The  Newest  Mission  District  Landmark! 


Traditional  and  Innovative 
Mexican  Food" 

Mexican  Beer  and  Wine 


508  Valencia  St.  @ 1 6th 
San  Francisco  621  >4358 


SATURDAY 


Finance  Administration.  SF  Aids  Foundation  Of- 
fice 995  Market  Street  @ 6th  Street,  24pm  - 
free.  487-8006. 


Release  or  escape?  - This  concert  and  re-  V 

lease  party  for  the  new  CD  by  "Downstairs  ■ 

Karaoke"  features  a tuba  and  lots  of  guest  per-  TUr  me  rv  A%/ 
formances  by  people  you  never  heard  of.  ODC  THU  R5DAY 
Theater  31 53  17*  Street,  8pm,  $7.  863-9834 


Watchbison  Committee  invites  you  to  help  care 
for  the  bison  herd  paddock  at  Golden  Gate  Park 
lOam-Noon.  415.681.3841 

Friends  of  McClaren  Park  hosts  native  grass- 
lands and  wildflower  restoration.  lOam-Noon. 
415.585.3909 

It’s  doesn’t  have  to  be  a dog  eat  dog  world  - 

The  SF  SPCA  hosts  this  three  hour  course  on 
vegetarianism,  that  includes  menu  planning, 
meat  dish  conversion  and  hassle  free  eating 
out.  SPCA  Learning  Center  243  Alabama  Street 
10am  to  1pm,  $25,  pre- registration  required. 
(707)  769-0116. 

Edgey  art  - A reception  for  Active  Edge,  an  art 
exhibition  of  all  ages,  ethnicities  and  media  ex- 
plores lesbian  identity  and  activism,  a presenta- 
tion of  Lesbians  in  the  Visual  Arts.  Mission  Cul- 
tural Center  2869  Mission  Street,  2-5pm,  free. 
788-6118  and  www.lesbianarts.com  Exhibition 
runs  through  January  30,  Tuesday-Friday  1-6, 
Sat  1-5 
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Fools'  Goode  - The  Joe  Goode  Performance 
Group  applies  its  unique  synthesis  of  dance  and 
theater  to  an  examination  of  the  nature  of  the 
Fool  in  "Hapless".  Intersection  for  the  Arts  446 
Valencia  Street,  8pm,  runs  Thursdays  through 
Sundays  to  January  24,  $10-15.  626-3311 

Reading,  Rite-ing  and  Misogyny  -Leonard 
Shalin,  author  of  “The  Alphabet  Versus"  the  God- 
dess", argues  that  alphabetical  literacy  created 
a left  brain  dominant  male  world  order  at  the 
expense  of  right  brained  holistic  feminism. 
Shalkin  sees  the  recent  feminist  revival  as  as- 
sociated with  the  emergence  of  image  media 
(TV  and  computers).  This  may  also  why 
"Baywatch"  is  the  world’s  most  popular  televi- 
sion program  Modern  Times  Books  888 
Valencia,  7:30pm,  free.  282-9246 

Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest  offers  an  Educa- 
tional Workshop.  Slides  and  discussion  about 
specific  'Trees  for  Problem  Sites,"  at  FUF  Of- 
fices on  the  Presidio,  Building  1007  To  reserve 
a space  call  415.543.5000  ext  108.  7pm,  $5 
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SUNDAY 

Flower  Power!  - Community  benefit  for  Nuevo 
Ramirez  Flowers  Food,  raffle  and  music  with 
anticipated  performances  by  Xitlali  dance  group, 
Loco  Bloco  and  the  Flower  Cops.  Cesar  Chavez 
School  825  Shotwell,  activity  begins  at  noon 
285-6255. 


1 1 


MONDAY 

Stalin  story  - Bay  Area  theater  group,  the  Play 
Brokers  give  a dramatic  reading  of  “The  Letters" 
a play  set  in  Moscow  during  the  reign  of  Uncle 
Joe  ODC  Theater  3153  17*  Street,  8pm,  $10. 
863-9834  or  www.ticketweb.com 
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SATURDAY 

Nude  Mission  News  - Ronnie  Larson's  play 
“Ten  Naked  Men"  opens  in  SF  after  a success- 
ful six  month  off-Broadway  run.  The  production 
is  about  whores,  hustlers  and  the  stuff  such 
people  do  when  in  Hollywood.  Only  eight  men 
are  listed  in  the  cast  with  no  indication  of  how 
many  actually  get  naked  but  Theater  Rhinoc- 
eros can  probably  be  trusted  to  do  their  best  in 
this  regard.  Theater  Rhinoceros  2926  16*  Street, 
runs  through  February  14  Wed-Sat  at  8pm,  Sun- 
days at  7pm,  special  twilight  and  Sunday  mati- 
nee shows.  $15-25  (Opening  Night  $30)  861- 
5079 

Friends  of  Glen  Canyon  invite  you  to  its  plant 
restoration  work  party  Volunteers  work  under 
the  leadership  of  skilled  naturalists  and  plant 
restoration  experts.  An  opportunity  to  learn  about 
a SF  natural  area  while  working  to  restore  and 
improve  it.  Good  outdoor  exercise  Elk  and 
Chenery  Streets.  9 AM-1 2pm.  415.584.8576 
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TUESDAY 

The  kids  are  all  right  -Mike  Males  author  of 

"Scapegoat  Generation"  talks  about  how  today's  

youth  are  taking  the  rap  for  all  of  society's  short-  SUNDAY 
comings.  Well,  they  are  responsible  for  Hanson 
but  then  adults  can  be  blamed  for  Yanni.  Mod- 
em Times  Books  888  Valencia,  7:30pm,  free. 

282-9246 
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Bernal  Hilltop  Native  Grasslands  Restoration 
Project  invites  you  to  help  eradicate  of  invasive 
exotic  plants  and  maintain  native  grassland  and 
test  plantings  Meet  on  Bernal  Heights  Boule- 
vard. 11  am-2pm.  415.282.5066 


WEDNESDAY 

A healthy  discussion  - Get  the  scoop  on  Med- 
icaid/Medi -Cal  options,  improved  services  and 
benefits  from  representatives  of  the  Health  Care 
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MONDAY 

Slammin’  Marty  King  - Youth  Speak's  poetry 


E 
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photographic  services 


Custom  Block  & UJhlte  PhotofinlsNng 


425  SOUTH  VAN  NESS 
(415)  487-  9996 


SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94103 
FAX  (415)  487-9997 


i 9 9 9 Course  Schedule 

Spring  Semester  Open  House:  Wed.  January  13,  6:30pm,  766  Valencia  street 

Orientation  for  New  Students:  Tues.  January  19, 10:00pm,  766  Valencia  street 
Classes  open  to  the  general  public  at  the  non-credit  tuition  rate  of  $ioo/unit. 


REGISTRATION:  JANUARY  19,  20  + 21 


Call  4^5" 437 "34^0  for  more  information 

HUMANITIES  B.A.  PROGRAM 

766  Valencia  Street.  San  Francisco.  CA  94110 
Accredited  by  the  Western  Association  of  Schools  and  Colleges. 

Financial  aid  is  available  to  students  who  qualify,  admissions@ncgate.newcollege.edu 
www.newcollege.edu 


Spring  1999  Schedule  New  College  Humanities  BA  Program 


Afro  Cuban  Drumming  (Carlos  Aldama  Perez  M 6:30-9:30) 

This  course  will  be  given  in  three  five  week  segments  - each 
one  unit  of  credit:  Segment  I:  Intro  to  Cuban  History  through 
Drum  and  Folklore;  Segment  ll(begins  Mar  1)  Ritual  and 
Spirituality;  & Segment  lll(begins  Apr  5)  Practical  Hands  on 
Percussion.  Students  may  enroll  in  any  segment  or  for  the 
entire  course. 

Anarchism  (Harry  Britt.  F 9:45-12:4$) 

The  politics  of  radical  freedom  as  expressed  in  the  lives  and 
writings  of  great  figures  of  anarchist  protest,  from  the 
Haymarket  Martyrs,  Emma  Goldman  (and  those  who  influenced 
her),  to  Noam  Chomsky.  Ecological  Anarchism,  and 
Anarchafeminism. 

Art  in  the  Community  INadine  Gay.  Th  1-3] 

Art  can  be  a wonderful  means  of  healing  and  communicating. 
This  course  contains  a supervised,  on-site  internship  with  the 
population  of  your  choice  (we  offer  a variety  of  sites  and  pro- 
grams) and  a studio  course  in  which  you’ll  explore  your  own 
creative  process  and  discuss  your  on-site  experiences  through 
painting,  sculpture,  collage,  etc.  Satisfies  Humanities 
Practicum  Requirement. 

Arts  Administration  ISonia  Manjon,  W 9:45-12:45! 

This  is  a practical,  hands-on  course  that  prepares  artists  and 
arts  producers  for  the  business  side  of  making  art. 

Grantwriting,  publicity,  planning  and  production  skills  will  be 
developed  through  classroom  and  field  work.  Satisfies  Arts 
Cluster  Core  Requirement. 

Best  of  Alice  Walker  |Febe  Portillo.  T 6:30-9:30) 

The  class  will  examine  this  Pulitzer  Prize  winning  author's  liter- 
ary talent  through  a selection  of  her  poetry,  essays,  short  sto- 
ries, prose,  and  novels.  We  will  also  study  the  history  of  her 
political  activism.  Among  the  works  will  be  the  spiritual  Temple 
of  My  Familiar  and  her  latest  novel  By  the  Light  of  My  Father's 
Smile  which  celebrates  sexuality  in  all  its  forms.  We  also  have 
a commitment  for  a guest  appearance  and  reading  in  late 
spring. 

Building  a Just,  Sacred  and  Sustainable  Community 

(Michael  McAvoy,  W 6:30-9:30,  Jan  27  - Mar  3.  One  Unit  Minicourse] 

This  six  week  film  and  speaker  mini-course  will  introduce  a 
range  of  topics  including  “Ancient  Futures:  Primitivism  as  a 
Philosophy  of  the  Future,"  “Utopian  and  Intentional 
Communities.”  “Alternative  Architecture  and  Natural  Building 
Techniques."  “Alternative  Economics  and  Community-based 
Currencies,"  “Appropriate  Technology,"  and  “Sustainable 
Agriculture."  Students  wishing  additional  credit  can  arrange 
this  with  the  instructor. 

Classical  Piano  (Felipa  Francia,  W 9:45-4:00] 

Classical  Piano  t:  This  is  a studio  class  which  focuses  on  stu- 
dents individually.  The  students  are  taught  the  fundamentals 
of  piano  playing  in  the  classical  tradition,  through  careful  and 
progressive  study  that  leads  to  development  of  skills  and  con- 
fidence in  actual  performance.  The  course  will  enable  students 
to  play  the  piano  independently  beyond  the  completion  of 
coursework.  becoming  lifetime  pianists  and  music  lovers. 
Classical  Piano  2:  This  course  is  offered  to  students  who  have 
completed  Classical  Piano  1.  Other  students  who  have  prior 
experience  may  be  admitted  to  this  course  after  evaluation. 

Classical  Piano  (Felipa  Francia,  W 9:45-4:00] 

Classical  Piano  3:  In  this  level,  the  early  works  of  composers 
from  the  Renaissance.  Baroque,  Classical.  Romantic, 
Impressionist,  Modern  and  Contemporary  periods  are  intro- 
duced. This  level  also  includes  technical  studies  for  dexterity 
and  flexibility  of  fingers  in  preparation  for  playing  advanced 
works  included  in  Classical  Piano  4.  Students  will  become  pro- 
ficient in  reading  notes  at  this  level  as  well.  Classical  Piano  4: 
In  this  level,  students  are  given  the  complete  repertoire  of 
periods  in  preparation  for  further  studies  in  different  cate- 
gories such  as  public  performance,  applied  music,  composition 
and  musical  education. 

Critical  Analytic  Writing  I |Febe  Portillo.  W 9:4512:45] 

This  introductory  course  will  focus  on  expository  writing,  cov- 
ering all  minimal  decencies  from  commas  to  structure.  Multi- 
cultural literature  is  used  as  the  basis  for  developing  critical 
analytic  skills.  Responses  are  in  the  form  of  a series  of  critical 
essays  directed  at  establishing  dear  critical  theses  and  sub- 
stantiating the  perspective  from  the  literary  work.  Formerly 
called  Expository  Writing  I. 

Critical  Analytic  Writing  II:  Approaching  Style 

(Alexandra  Volk(Grad.  Student  Instructor).  M 9:45-12:45) 

This  course  will  build  upon  the  fundamentals  taught  in 
Expository  Writing  I,  with  emphasis  on  paragraph  structure, 
development  of  the  argument  or  idea  behind  the  paper,  and 
dose  reading  of  individual  stories  and  poems.  We  well  also  be 
reading  and  responding  to  masters  of  the  essay  and  criticism. 
Issues  of  style  and  rhetoric  will  be  addressed,  with  attention  to 
developing  a personal  style  within  the  essay  form. 

Critical  Frameworks:  Multiple  Perspectives 
on  Crime  and  Punishment  (Steven  Ducat,  Th  9:45-12:45] 

Marxism,  psychoanalysis,  feminism,  and  postmodernism  are 
theoretical  frameworks  that  have  profoundly  influenced  how 
people  conceptualize  and  act  in  their  public  and  private  lives. 
That  each  of  these  theories  has  been  uncritically  embraced  by 
some,  uncritically  vilified  by  others,  and  passionately  debated 
by  many  attests  to  their  radical  impact.  This  course  will  intro- 
duce students  to  the  key  concepts  and  terminology  of  these 


frameworks,  not  just  as  abstract  ideas  but  as  tools  for  ana- 
lyzing and  responding  to  real  social  problems.  In  this  offering 
of  the  class,  the  four  theoretical  lenses  will  be  used  to  bring 
into  sharp  relief  the  complexities  and  contradictions  of 
American  society’s  current  bloodthirsty  discourse  on  crime 
and  punishment. 

Cross-Cultural  Psychology  (Steven  Ducat.  T 3-6] 

What  does  it  mean  to  “act  naturally?"  Which  qualities  of  the 
human  psyche  and  of  relationships  between  people  are  univer- 
sal. and  which  are  culturally  specific?  This  course  examines 
these  questions,  focusing  specifically  on  the  cultural  variability 
of  aggression,  domination,  individuality,  child-rearing,  altruism, 
cognition,  sexuality,  gender  identity,  emotion,  and  personality. 

Culture.Ecology  and  Sustainable  Community:  Weekend 
Seminars  in  Santa  Rosa  (McAvoy,  Gabel.  Beck,  Watkin,  Heinberg, 
Mpanya.  Van  Hoorn:  Jan/23  & 24;Feb/20&2i;  Mar/20&2i;Apr/i7&i8) 
These  seminars  take  place  one  weekend  per  month  in  Santa 
Rosa.  The  Environment,  Civilization,  & Development  seminar 
series  takes  place  on  Saturday  mornings  and  consists  of  in- 
depth  analysis  and  critique  of  industrial  civilization  and  its 
self-generated  crises.  Saturday  afternoons,  the  Sustainable 
Community  & Cultural  Renewal  series  explores  both  existing 
and  potential  alternatives  to  the  dominant  culture  which  hold 
promise  for  the  creation  of  a future  society  that  is  just,  sacred, 
and  sustainable.  The  Sunday  morning  session.  Politics. 
Meaning,  & Society,  is  a series  of  radical  philosophical  semi- 
nars on  politics,  science,  and  spirituality.  The  fourth  seminar  of 
each  month  is  an  Integrative  Seminar  with  the  lead  instructor. 

Drawing  1 & 2 (Rene  Yanez,  W 3-6]  This  course  is  designed  for 
beginning  and  advanced  students,  covering  still  life  and  life 
drawing  with  model,  using  charcoal,  pastel,  paint,  and  other 
experimental  materials. 

Environmental  Justice  (Eddie  Yuen.  M 3-6] 

A new  wave  of  grassroots  environmentalism  is  building  in  the 
United  States  and  the  world.  Groups  that  have  traditionally 
been  at  the  periphery  of  mainstream  environmentalism  — 
poor  people,  working  people  and  people  of  color  — are  fusing 
the  fight  for  a healthy  environment  with  a historical  struggle 
for  civil  rights  and  social  justice.  Through  readings,  films,  guest 
speakers  and  discussions  this  course  will  acquaint  students 
with  the  theory,  strategies  and  accomplishments  of  the  envi- 
ronmental justice  movement. 

Existential  Psychology  (Mildred  Dubitzky,  M 3-6] 

An  introduction  to  the  European  philosophy  of  existentialism 
as  presented  by  Heidegger,  Sartre  and  others,  and  its  implica- 
tion for  psychology  and  psychotherapy.  Central  concepts 
include  psychic  freedom,  “bad  faith"  and  authenticity,  and  the 
phenomenological  method. 

Globalization:  Dreams  and  Nightmares 

(Mutombo  Mpanya,  Th  6:30-9:30] 

“Global  Village"  and  "international  community”  are  terms  used 
to  describe  the  context  in  which  nation  states,  multinational 
corporations,  and  international  organizations  do  business. 
Students  will  examine  analytical  metaphors  to  help  them 
understand  global  systems.  Concepts  such  as  system  dynam- 
ics. international  division  of  labor,  and  Taylorism  will  be 
explored  in  depth.  Case  studies  from  specific  industries  and 
their  globalization  processes  will  be  studied.  The  impact  of  the 
new  world  economy  on  environmental  problems  and  solutions 
and  on  popular  culture  will  be  central  issues.  This  class  satis- 
fies a Community  and  Global  Studies  Cluster  core  requirement. 

Group  Production/  Mixed  Media  |Yanez,  Dickinson,  Jackson.  Th  3-6] 
This  course  aims  to  bring  together  students  in  theater  arts, 
movement/dance,  visual  arts,  and  writing  to  create  a public 
performance.  The  project  will  be  defined  according  to  the  inter- 
ests and  skills  of  the  students,  and  will  develop  original  mater- 
ial in  all  areas.  The  course  moves  from  conception  and  visual- 
ization, through  scripting,  composing,  design,  construction, 
rehearsal,  and  revision,  to  staging,  publicity,  and  final  execu- 
tion. Besides  honing  skills  in  their  own  media,  students  will 
learn  cross-disciplinary  and  cross-cultural  collaboration  and 
overall  production  logistics.  Prepares  students  for  a Senior 
Project  in  the  Arts. 

Histories  of  The  Future  (Marry  Britt , M 3-6] 

Futuristic  visions  from  medieval  divination  and  Nostradamus 
to  Science  Fiction,  feminist  utopias  and  contemporary  notions 
of  evolutionary  consciousness.  We  will  examine  futuristic 
thinking  as  a resource  for  present  action  and  develop  scenar- 
ios for  our  own  future. 

History  of  Sexuality  (Jessamyn  Neuhaus.  W 3-6] 

In  this  course  students  will  explore  the  question,  "How  and 
when  did  sexuality  become  central  to  our  identity?”  We  will  be 
reading  work  by  historians,  cultural  critics,  and  theorists,  and 
we  will  focus  on  how  sexual  behavior  has  been  understood  at 
different  points  in  U.S.  history. 

Intermediate  Irish  (Adrienne  Murray,  Th  6:30-9:30] 

This  is  a user-friendly  conversational  Irish  Language  class  for 
students  with  a basic  vocabulary  of  400-plus  words.  The 
course  will  also  include  reading  modern  Irish  poetry  and  prose, 
and  improv. 

Introduction  to  Letterpress  (Coriander  Relsbord,  w 9:45-12:45] 
Participants  will  leam  the  fundamentals  of  typesetting  and 
press-work,  including  composition,  lock-up.  inking,  and  main- 
tenance. We  will  print  from  type,  photo  engravings,  and 
linoleum  blocks.  Each  student  will  complete  a variety  of  work: 


postcards,  broadsides,  and  a small  chapbook.  We  will  also 
look  at  the  work  of  contemporary  printers  and  book  artists 
from  the  Bay  Area  and  beyond. 

Introduction  to  Meditation  Yoga  (Genny  Lim.  Th  9:45-12:45] 

This  is  an  introduction  to  basic  sitting  practice,  which  is  the 
foundational  tool  of  most  Eastern  religions  emphasizing  spiri- 
tual attainment.  We  will  focus  on  shamatha  (calm-abiding)  and 
vipashna  (insight  meditation)  as  the  core  techniques. 
Preparatory  to  sitting,  there  will  be  exercises  to  make  the  body 
more  flexible  and  strong,  such  as  Qi-gong  and  yoga.  The 
Prajna  Paramita  or  Heart  Sutra  will  be  the  core  text  which  we’ll 
attempt  to  understand  and  experience  through  our  practice. 

Introduction  to  Multimedia  (Jesse  Drew.  T 9:45-12:45] 

This  class  will  seek  to  demystify  and  make  accessible  the 
basic  computer  tools  that  are  currently  available  to  audio/visu- 
al/media artists.  We  will  introduce  applications  such  as 
Photoshop.  Premiere,  SoundEdit,  and  Director,  as  well  as  basic 
principles  of  Macintosh  operation.  We  will  also  touch  on  some 
of  the  on-line  techniques  such  as  HTML  and  web  page  design. 
Students  will  be  responsible  for  creating  several  computer  arts 
projects  utilizing  the  covered  applications.  A range  of  artistic 
work  will  be  examined  from  videotapes,  CD-ROM  productions, 
and  outside  speakers.  Class  discussions  will  revolve  around 
the  role  of  digital  technology  in  the  arts,  evaluating  its  short- 
comings as  well  as  its  advantages. 

Introduction  to  he  Irish  Language  (Hetty  O’Hara.  M 6:30-9:30] 

This  is  a user-friendly  course  in  basic  conversational  Irish.  At 
the  end  of  this  course,  students  will  have  a vocabulary  of  400- 
500  words  and  the  ability  to  carry  on  simple  conversations. 

Irish  Literature  (Noel  O’Hara.  W 6:30-9:30] 

A course  for  those  with  an  interest  in  the  literature  of  Ireland, 
and  in  how  its  development  relates  to  the  history  of  Ireland.  It 
is  designed  as  a comprehensive  review  of  the  literature  from 
the  arrival  of  Christianity  in  the  5th  century  to  the  present  day. 
Some  of  the  writers  we  will  study  are  James  Joyce,  George 
Bernard  Shaw,  Lady  Gregory.  William  Butler  Yeats,  Sean 
O'Casey,  Seamus  Heaney,  Edna  O’Brien,  and  Roddy  Doyle. 

“It  Ain't  Dark  Yet” : A Weekend  Workshop  on  Eco-literacy  for 
Beginners  (Richard  Evers,  March  6 and  7, 10-5] 

To  forestall  a major  environmental  crisis,  there  is  a need  to 
assist  people  in  attaining  a basic  ecological  literacy  and  hereby 
understand  the  cumulative  effects  of  human  presence  on  nat- 
ural systems.  This  workshop  will  employ  history,  poetry,  cos- 
mology and  plenty  of  natural  wonder  in  explaining  the  beauty, 
wisdom  and  basic  principles  of  ecology  and  revealing  the  ele- 
gance and  highly  evolved  efficiency  of  living  systems. 

Jazz  Ensemble  (Herbie  Lewis,  M 3-6] 

This  is  a studio  course,  focusing  on  the  individual  student.  The 
beginning  level  will  focus  on  the  theory  and  practice  of  ensem- 
ble performance,  while  the  advanced  level  will  continue  to 
develop  more  sophisticated  ensemble  skills. 

Journalism  (Christian  Parenti,  W 6:30-9:30] 

This  class  will  be  a hands-on  writing  course.  Students  will 
learn  to  write  in  both  news  and  feature  styles.  Homework  will 
include  writing  stories  from  pre-arranged  materials  as  well  as 
doing  original  research  and  reporting.  Classes  are  in  a support- 
ive “workshop”  format,  with  students  reading  and  critiquing 
each  others  work. 

Juvenile  Delinquency  (Marie  Hoglund  . T 6:30-9:30] 

This  course  is  designed  to  introduce  some  of  the  multi-faceted 
perspectives  of  troubled  and  troubling  youth  behavior  that 
leads  to  delinquency,  and  the  underlying  factors  that  con- 
tribute to  the  formation  of  gangs.  Current  shifts  in  the  state 
juvenile  justice  system  from  treatment  and  rehabilitation  to  an 
emphasis  on  greater  punishment  and  innovative  sentencing 
options  will  be  critically  examined. 

Kid  Lit  (David  Meltzer,  Th  3-6] 

The  pleasures  and  problems  of  children’s  literature.  From  kid- 
circulated  oral  culture  to  adult-writ  literatu  .*  for  kids.  Kid  lit, 
written  by  adults,  often  seeks  to  reinforce  forms  of  social  con- 
trol as  well  as  conveying  an  anti-status  quo  edge.  We  look  into 
the  background  history  of  the  concept  of  Child  & Childhood  as 
separate  identities  & cultures.  Survey  of  kid  lit  from  18th  cen- 
tury horn-books.  Mother  Goose,  fairy  tales,  series  books,  up  to 
& beyond  Dr  Seuss,  Pipi  Longstocking,  “young  adult"  paper- 
backs, Judy  Blume,  Goosebumps,  Frog  & Toad;  unpacking  the 
social/historical  context  for  such  "classics"  as  the  Oz  books, 
Babar,  Walt  Disney,  the  Grimm  Brothers.  Everyone  was  a kid  & 
all  of  us  were  initiated  into  kid  lit  by  parents  or  TV’s  babysitting 
lights.  We  will  question  whether  or  not  our  early  imagination 
was  colonized  into  conforming  by  so-called  “innocent”  kid  lit. 
We’ll  also  consider  other  story  telling  venues  that  socialize 
kids  through  comicbooks,  TV,  and  video  games. 

Latinos/as  In  The  U.S.  [Rene  F.  Poitevin.W  9:45-12:45] 

This  course  is  a survey  on  the  economic,  cultural,  and  political 
conditions  affecting  Latino/as  in  the  U.S.A  major  goal  is  to 
understand  the  many  cultures  and  histories  that  constitute  the 
label  “Latino/a".We  will  focus  on  the  political  and  economic 
forces  shaping  Latino/a  migration  into  this  country.  We  will 
also  look  at  the  long  history  of  Latino/a  struggle  for  social, 
gender  and  racial  equality.  We  will  talk  about  the  contributions 
of  the  Latino/a  community  to  U.S.  society,  from  theory  to  cul- 
ture and  economics.  Satisfies  one  of  the  Latin  American 
Studies  emphasis  requirements. 
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Literacy  and  Liberation 

(James  Tracy.  Student.  Marie  Hoglund,  M 6:30-9:30! 

The  teaching  and  learning  of  literacy  is  not  only  about  the 
mechanics  of  language.  Rather,  it  is  an  intensely  political 
process  which  can  be  used  to  reproduce  inequality  or  disman- 
tle it.  In  collaboration  with  classmates,  learners  will  gain  both 
the  technical  knowledge  of  adult  literacy  and  an  understanding 
of  liberatory  instruction  models.  We’ll  explore  the  ideas  of 
Paulo  Freire,  bell  hooks.  Antonio  Gramsci,  and  other  dynamic 
thinkers. 

Literacy  In  Statistics  (Milly  Henry.  Th  3-61 
Literacy  in  Statistics  is  designed  for  math-phobic  students. 
Students  will  learn  how  to  use  graphs,  charts,  and  percentage 
figures  as  well  as  develop  an  understanding  of  the  bell-shaped 
“normal"  curve  and  how  it  is  used  and  misused  in  inferential 
statistics.  To  establish  context.  I will  provide  a brief  history  of 
number.  The  end  point  of  this  course  is  to  enable  you  to 
become  comfortable  with  numbers  and  literate  in  statistics. 

Modem  Irish  History  (Daniel  Cassidy.  T 6:30-9:30) 

This  course  will  focus  on  the  origins  of  colonialism  in  Ireland, 
with  special  emphasis  on  the  Great  Famine  of  1845-1850.  We 
will  conclude  with  an  in-depth  analysis  of  the  Good  Friday 
Peace  Agreement.  The  class  will  view  rarely-seen  films  and 
videos,  many  of  which  had  been  censored  by  Britain  and  the 
U.S.,  and  feature  guest  speakers  from  the  north  of  Ireland. 

Movement  Studies  I:  Your  Body  in  Movement 

(Theresa  Dickinson  W,  F 10-12) 

Examining  how  your  body  works  in  collaboration  with  your 
brain  through  physical  exercises,  stretching,  strengthening, 
alignment  and  release  techniques.  Returning  to  play  helps  to 
promote  adult  learning  capacity,  and  trained  reflexes  build 
alertness  and  awareness.  Energy  games,  trust  exercises,  part- 
ner work  establish  the  importance  of  nonverbal  understanding 
and  communication.  Selected  skills  from  modern  dance  and 
contact  improvisation,  yoga,  and  martial  arts  will  be  practiced. 

Movement  Studies  II:  Movement  in  Performance 

ITheresa  Dickinson  T 10-2  ) 

Further  practice  of  principles  and  skills  studied  in  Movement 
Studies  1.  with  a new  emphasis  on  performance,  organized 
around  the  body  in  movement.  Contrasting  styles  and  scores 
will  be  examined,  building  improvisation  and  composition 
skills  from  various  traditions  (American  Modem  Dance,  esp. 
Contact  Improvisation.  Commedia  dell'Arte,  Dada,  “folk" 
dance,  classical  dance  and  theatre,  and  others).  Original  mate- 
rial will  be  generated  in  class.  The  group  will  function  as  an 
ensemble,  selecting  and  creating  work  collaboratively.  Several 
performances  will  be  scheduled.  Some  extra  rehearsal  time 
may  be  necessary. 

Music  Theory  (Herbie  Lewis.  W 3-6) 

This  course  is  a well-rounded  introduction  to  music  theory, 
focusing  on  the  world  of  Jazz. 

Painting  [Gonzalo  Hidalgo.  F 9:45-12:45! 

This  class  is  based  on  a series  of  experiments  to  create  emo- 
tions that  will  transfer  to  painting.  The  course  emphasizes  the 
development  of  ideas  and  color,  as  well  as  basic  painterly 
techniques. 

Poetry:  A Reading  & Writing  Class 

(Jill  Stengel.  Grad  Stud.  Inst.  T 9:45-12:45) 

For  students  who  are  relatively  new  to  poetry  as  a formal 
study,  this  class  will  help  to  make  poetry  more  approachable, 
and.  hopefully,  more  enjoyable.  Students  will  expand  their 
knowledge  of  how  to  read,  talk  about,  and  write  poetry. 
Through  reading  and  discussion,  students  will  be  exposed  to  a 
range  of  poets,  from  ancient  to  contemporary  and  from  formal 
to  experimental;  they  will  address  the  endless  question  “what 
is  poetry?";  and  leam  poetic/critical  terminology.  Writing 
assignments  will  allow  each  student  to  experiment  with  ideas 
and  styles  while  developing  her/his  writeriy  voice. 

Preparation  for  Field  Study: 

Ethnographic  and  Applied  Methods.  (Sheila  Tully,  T 9:45-12:45) 
This  is  a “hands  on"  course  designed  to  prepare  students  to 
undertake  original  research.  In  the  classroom  students  are 
introduced  to  many  issues  of  the  ethical,  theoretical,  and 
methodological  issues  inherent  in  research.  Students  apply 
this  knowledge,  designing  and  implementing  a research  pro- 
ject. Satisfies  the  requirement  for  students  preparing  for 
Senior  Projects  involving  research  methods. 

Production  and  Reproduction  In  The  New  World  Order 

(Sheila  Tully.  Th  9:45-12:45) 

This  course  considers  the  processes  and  impact  of  globaliza- 
tion through  the  lens  of  gender.  Analyzing  production  and 
reproduction,  and  the  effect  of  each  on  the  other,  we  ask 
“what  difference  does  gender  make?"  in  the  making,  breaking, 
and  transforming  of  nation  states,  cultures,  communities,  fami- 
lies, and  individuals  in  the  New  World  Order. 

Psychopathology  (Mildred  Dubitzky.  T 9:45-12:451 
A survey  of  major  theories  of  “mental  disorders"  beginning 
with  Freud  and  continuing  through  contemporary  approaches. 
Critical  investigation  of  the  “medical  model"  and  the  uncon- 
scious. defense  mechanisms,  and  “symptoms."  Historical  and 
political  cultural  aspects  of  diagnosis  and  interpretation. 


Representing  Woman:  Challenges  of  Women  Filmmakers 

(Gradela  Trevisan,  T.  Th  9:30-11:00] 

Throughout  the  20th  century  cinema  has  been  one  of  the  most 
pervasive  cultural  influences,  women  filmmakers  have  faced 
problems  of  financing,  production  and  distribution  of  their 
films.  They  have  also  faced  multiple  challenges  in  the  repre- 
sentation of  woman  in  all  her  diverse  and  contradictory  facets. 
Traditionally  man  has  been  the  “active  hero"  and  the  bearer  of 
the  gaze,  while  woman  has  been  the  “passive  heroine"  and  the 
signifier  of  sexuality.  Many  women  filmmakers  have  been  chal- 
lenging the  traditional  portrait  of  women  by  trying  to  explore 
and  redefine  issues  of  gender,  class,  race  and  sexuality.  In  this 
course  we  will  watch  and  examine  films  by  a wide  range  of 
women  from  different  countries  and  cultures.  We  will  discuss 
issues  raised  by  the  films  both  formal  (framing,  soundtrack, 
casting,  and  lighting),  and  conceptual,  (gender  relations,  das- 
sism,  racism,  pleasure,  eroticism,  and  identity.  We  will  also  dis- 
cuss essays  by  film  and  cultural  critics  who  have  contributed 
to  feminist  film  theory  and  to  a better  understanding  of  the 
relation  between  cinema  and  gender. 

Ritual  Theater  |Genny  Urn,  T 3-6] 

We  will  explore  performance  in  ritual  contexts,  drawing  from 
religio-spiritual  traditions,  which  approach  theater  as  a func- 
tion of  everyday  art.  No  prerequisites,  but  students  are  expect- 
ed to  participate  in  modalities  of  expression  that  go  beyond 
western  notions  of  theater.  Movement  and  voice  will  be 
explored  outside  of  mainstream  contexts. 

Science  and  Society  [Mutombo  Mpanya  Th  3-6) 

This  class  examines  the  “objectivity"  of  science,  and  explores 
experiences  and  analyzes  of  how  science  is  central  to  our 
everyday  economic  lives  as  well  as  the  ways  in  which  we  inter- 
pret the  world.  Satisfies  the  Scientific  Reasoning  breadth 
requirement. 

Science  & Poetry:  A Writing  Seminar  (Adam  Comford.  F 9:45-12) 
Science  has  long  stimulated  as  well  as  infuriated  poets:  as 
source  of  metaphor  and  image,  as  philosophical  and  spiritual 
challenge,  as  rival  way  of  knowing  and  describing  the  world, 
as  gateway  to  the  marvelous.  This  course  explores  the  dialectic 
between  these  expeditions  to  apparently  opposite  poles  of 
language.  We  will  use  first-rate  “popular"essays  and  lectures 
by  renowned  modern  scientists  like  Lewis  Thomas.  Stephen  Jay 
Gould,  Oliver  Sacks.  Richard  Feynman,  and  David  Deutsch  as 
starting  points  for  writing  poems  and  poetic  prose.  We  will 
glance  back  at  previous  poetic  explorers  of  science  like  John 
Donne.  Andrew  Marvell.  William  Blake,  Emily  Dickinson.  P.B. 
Shelley.  Edgar  Alan  Poe,  Isidore  Ducasse,  Jorge  Luis  Borges, 
and  Italo  Calvino;  and  we  will  examine  some  contemporaries 
who  approach  science  from  widely  ranging  poetic  standpoints. 
Admission  to  course  for  non-MFA  students  is  by  submission  of 
a (roughly)  5 page  MS.  to  instructor. 

Sculpture  | Nadine  Gay.  Th  9:45-12:45] 

Sculpture  class  with  an  emphasis  on  carving  techniques  in 
wood  and  stone,  as  well  as  exploration  of  nontraditional 
materials  and  techniques.  We  will  leam  basic  and  more 
advanced  skills  in  three-dimensional  design.  No  art  experience 
required. 

Silkscreen  (Gonzalo  Hidalgo.  M 9:45-12:45) 

Basic  silkscreen  techniques  and  transfers  onto  paper,  wood, 
fabrics,  t-shirts  etc.,  together  with  work  on  design  principles 
make  up  this  course. 

Somatics  |G.  Hoffman  Soto.  T 9:45-12:45) 

Somatics  is  the  study  of  self,  and  the  experience  of  the  self 
through  the  first  person,  that  is,  from  the  inside.  This  is  to  be 
understood  in  the  context  of  wholeness,  i.e.,  the 
Body/Mind/Spirit/Intellect.This  class  will  work  through  the 
dimensions  of  movement  and  movement  awareness,  some 
gentle  hands-on  work,  visualizations,  readings,  and  classroom 
discussions. 

Spanish  2:  Culture  and  Politics  (Graciela  Trevistan.  Th  9:30-11:00] 
This  course  will  develop  scope,  confidence,  and  fluency  in 
understanding,  speaking,  reading,  and  writing  Spanish,  with 
an  emphasis  on  grammar.  We  will  review  grammar  points 
already  learned  in  the  first  semester,  leam  new  ones,  increase 
vocabulary  and  improve  conversational  and  writing  skills.  We 
will  use  the  three  modes  and  different  tenses  to  develop  a 
broader  sense  of  communication.  We  will  read  short  stories, 
poems,  and  other  literary  texts  at  the  intermediate  level.  The 
course  will  emphasize  Latin  American  cultures  and  current 
political  events. 

U.S.  History  through  a Jazz  Perspective 

[Herbie  Lewis,  Th  6:30-9:30) 

This  course  will  view  20th  Century  United  States  history 
(roughly.  1890-1970)  through  Jazz  lenses. 

Urban  Studies  (Christian  Parenti.  Th  3-6) 

This  class  looks  at  the  history  and  political  economy  of  cities 
and  urban  planning.  San  Francisco  will  serve  as  our  laboratory; 
the  class  involves  numerous  field  tours  of  interesting  urban 
sites  such  as:  Mission  Bay.  the  Fillmore,  Yerba  Buena  and 
SOMA,  urban  gardens  in  public  housing,  and.  possibly,  the 
bleak  but  beautiful  downtown  Vallejo.  The  class  explores 
themes  such  as:  the  place  of  cities  in  the  global  economy,  gen- 
trification,  urban  renewal,  “ghetto"  formation,  suburban  sprawl. 
Third  World  urbanization,  the  gender  politics  of  architecture, 
and  the  ecological  effects  of  large  scale  regional  planing,  such 
as  transportation  and  water  systems.  Urban  Studies  is  both  fun 
and  rigorous.  Familiarity  with  sociology,  anthropology,  history 
or  economics  is  helpful  but  all  students  are  welcome. 


Video  I/ll  (Jesse  Drew.  Glenda  Egan.  T 9:45-12:45! 

This  course  is  designed  to  introduce  fundamental  concepts  of 
audio,  video,  and  film  production.  More  specifically,  camera 
technique,  audio  recording  procedure,  lighting,  and  other  tech- 
nical skills  will  be  covered. 

Virginia  Woolf  [Michael  Ditmore.  T 3-61 

Virginia  Woolf's  life  long  struggle  with  patriarchy  and  imperial- 
ism led  her  to  create  a series  of  novels  and  essays  notable  for 
their  unique  vision  of  the  human  condition.  Against  all  the 
odds,  she  forged  herself  into  a powerhouse  of  literary  produc- 
tion. We  will  experience  the  pleasure  of  immersion  in  the 
works  of  a complex  and  difficult  soul;  and  we  will  examine  the 
relationship  between  what  she  called  her  life-writing,  her  nov- 
els and  her  politics  in  a collaborative  effort  to  uncover  the 
sources  of  her  literary  production.  Reading  will  include  five  of 
Woolf's  novels,  two  book-length  essays,  and  a collection  of 
short  essays,  diary  entries,  letters,  and  autobiographical  writ- 
ings. (Also  offered  for  Graduate  credit.) 

Writing  and  Consciousness  (Neeli  Cherkovski  W 6:30-9:30) 
Students  will  be  encouraged  to  express  themselves  in  wither 
poetry  or  prose.  They  will  become  acquainted  with  the  idea  of 
walking  “with  the  mind",  using  its  vast  and  often  untapped 
resources  for  their  developing  abilities  as  writers.  Juvenal 
Acosta,  co-director  of  the  graduate  program  in  Wnting  and 
Consciousness  will  be  a regular  guest  instructor. 

Youth  Guidance  (Mane  Hoglund.  W 6:30-9:30] 

This  course  offers  supervised  practical  experiential  learning 
with  an  adolescent  in  a community  outreach  field  placement 
(public  or  private  school.  YMCA.  SportS4Kids,  special  mentor- 
ing. juvenile  hall,  tutoring  etc.)  Once  a placement  has  been 
secured,  class  will  be  held  every  other  week. 


POETICS  PROGRAM 

Emily  Dickinson  [Kimball  Wilkins.  Th  6:30-9:30! 

In  this  course  we  will  undertake  an  intensive  exploration  of 
Emily  Dickinson's  poetry  and  poetic  career,  her  poetic  develop- 
ment, the  scope  of  her  vision,  her  formal  practices,  and  her 
management  of  her  canon.  We  will  give  dimension  and  context 
to  our  discussions  by  doing  some  readings  of  the  authors  who 
contributed  to  the  intellectual  and  artistic  climate  in  which  she 
lived  and  wrote  her  poems.  We  will  also  discuss  some  of  the 
recent  scholarship  on  Dickinson's  “fascicles"  (the  chapbooks  of 
her  work  that  she  composed  during  the  first  half  of  her  career) 
and  how  Dickinson’s  groupings  of  her  poems  might  alter  our 
experience  of  reading  them  (as  well  as  understanding  them). 

Publishing  Prosodia  [George  Mattingly.  TBA 1-3I  Practicum  only. 
Publication  of  the  Graduate  Poetics  literary  magazine. 
Enrollment  requires  instructor  permission.  A two-semester 
course. 

Sea  Changes:  Herman  Melville  |Adam  Cornford  T 3-6) 

An  exploration  of  Melville's  magnum  opus  Moby  Dick,  prefaced 
with  a reading  of  his  first  book  Typee.  Melville  is  not  only  one 
of  the  greatest  American  novelists,  but  also  a great  poet,  in  the 
sense  that  his  language  is  intensely  musical,  powerfully  imagi- 
native. and  intricately  figured.  Examined  along  with  these  qual- 
ities will  be  the  relation  of  Melville's  work  and  life  to  the  politi- 
cal economy  and  culture  of  mid-nineteenth-century  America, 
including  emergent  industrialism,  slavery  and  race.  Manifest 
Destiny,  varieties  of  American  Protestantism,  and  the  influ- 
ences of  Shakespeare  and  the  Bible;  his  subversive  play  with 
notions  of  individual  and  collective,  human  and  natural,  good 
and  evil,  civilized  and  savage,  free  and  unfree;  and  his  other 
sources  and  influences. 

Urban  Scrawl  [David  Melizer.  w 3-6) 

This  course  addresses  the  City  (Manhattan)  as  matrix  for  the 
manufacturing  of  cultures  and  identities.  Using  contemporary 
historical  and  critical  texts  alongside  nineteenth-century  dime- 
novels.  joke  books,  religious  tracts,  slave  narratives,  song 
lyrics,  guidebooks,  newspapers,  self-help  and  health  books, 
and  etiquette  guides  as  sources  that  underwrote  the  literature 
of  the  “American  Renaissance." 

Writing  With  Others:  A Collaborations  Workshop 

[Tom  Clark.  M 3-6  ] 

Introductory  discussion  of  aesthetic  strategies  and  poetic  tech- 
niques: chance  composition,  construction  and  deconstruction 
of  texts,  collaboration,  cut-up.  appropriation,  “sampling"  and 
other  methods  of  introducing  non-intentional  elements  into 
poetic  work.  Background  survey  of  Surrealist  and  “New  York 
School"  procedures,  with  special  attention  to  Ashber/s  Tennis 
Court  Oath  and  Berrigan’s  Sonnets  as  landmark  texts. 
Suggestions  re:  methods  of  group  collaboration;  prosodic 
guidelines;  techniques  of  employing  "recycled."  recurring  or 
refrain  lines,  with  historical  examples.  Most  of  the  course  is 
consists  of  group  participation  in  the  production  of  a major 
collaborative  poem  of  c.  700  lines.  The  negative  social 
pathologies  of  lonerhood.  exclusivity,  “star"  complexes  and 
enforced  isolation— common  afflictions  of  the  poetry  land- 
scape—are  challenged  by  the  positive  dynamics  of  collabora- 
tion, trust,  sharing  of  authority  and  group  composition.  Course 
taught  at  instructor's  home  in  Berkeley;  ridesharing  to  be 
arranged. 


Tuesday 

JAN 


Wednesday 

JAN. 


1:00-5:00™ 


Thursday 

JAN#  21  1:00-6:00™ 


REGISTRATION  TAKES  PLACE  AT  50  FELL  STREET 

Late  Registration  through  February  8.  For  more  information  call  admissions  inquiry  office  at  415-437-3460 
or  email  us  at  admissions@ncgate.newcollege.edu 


CORE  FACULTY 

Steve  Beck.  MA.  Core  Faculty/Santa  Rosa.  Steve  is 
an  architect,  inventor  and  contemplative  in  the 
Buddhist  tradition.  Over  the  past  15  years,  he  has 
designed,  built  and  lived  in  a series  of  small, 
portable,  solar  houses  to  model  simple  living  and 
promote  radical  affordable  housing.  His  interest  is 
in  combining  housing  design,  biointensive  horti- 
culture and  alternative  economics  into  the 
MicroHomestead  Process  of  sustainable  living. 

Harry  Britt,  Core  Faculty,  received  his  BA.  from 
Duke  University,  his  MA  from  Southern  Methodist 
University,  and  did  graduate  work  in  Religion  at 
the  University  of  Heidelberg  and  the  University  of 
Chicago.  He  has  been  Vice-Chair  of  the 
Democratic  Socialists  of  America  as  well  as 
President  of  the  Harvey  Milk  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Democratic  Club,  and  was  a San  Francisco 
Supervisor  for  14  years  Among  the  courses  he 
has  taught  are  “History  of  Environmental 
Activism."  “God:  A Political  History."  and  “The 
Right,  — 

Neell  CherkovskJ  is  a poet,  writer  and  biographer 
of  Lawrence  Ferlinghetti  and  Charles  Bukowski 
and  is  Co-director  of  the  Graduate  Program  in 
Writing  and  Consciousness. 

Adam  Comford.  Core  Faculty.  Poetics  Program 
Chair,  came  to  California  from  England  in  1969.  He 
holds  a BA  in  English  and  Spanish  from  U.C.  Santa 
Cruz,  an  MA  in  English  from  San  Francisco  State 
University,  and  is  a credentialed  Spanish  bilingual 
elementary-school  teacher,  His  most  recent  poetry 
collection  is  Decision  Forest  (Pantograph  Press. 
1997)-  He  has  also  written  and  performed  experi- 
mental radio  drama,  street  theater,  and  comedy. 
His  scholarly  interests  include  surrealism,  science 
fiction,  and  William  Blake 

Daniel  Cassidy,  Core  Faculty,  is  a film  maker  and 
writer  educated  at  Cornell  and  Columbia  and  is 
the  coordinator  of  Irish  Studies  at  New  College. 

His  documentary  Civil  Rights  and  Civil  Wrongs 
was  nominated  for  and  Emmy.  He  is  currently 
working  on  a book  about  immigration  in  the 
1800's. 

Tom  Clark.  Core  Faculty,  was  bom  in  Chicago.  Tom 
received  his  MA  in  English  from  Cambridge 
University.  A prolific  poet,  novelist,  and  critic,  his 
most  recent  poetry  collections  are:  The  Empire  of 
Skin  (Black  Sparrow.  1998).  White  Thoughts  (The 
Figures.  1998).  and  Like  Real  People  (Black 
Sparrow.  1995).  He  is  also  the  author  of  Junkets 
on  a Sad  Planet:  Scenes  From  the  Life  of  John 
Keats  (Black  Sparrow,  1994).  Some  of  his  scholarly 
interests  are  Robert  Creeley.  Vietnam  War  litera- 
ture. and  the  English  Renaissance. 

Theresa  Dickinson.  Core  Faculty,  educated  at 
Harvard,  founded  the  Tumbleweed 
Dance/Theater/Music  Collective  and  has  danced 
and  taught  for  Twyla  Tharp  and  Merce 
Cunningham.  A choreographer  and  co-author  of 
two  plays  based  on  Greek  mythology,  she  has 
taught  at  New  College  since  1987. 

Mildred  Dubitsky,  Core  Faculty,  received  her  PhD 
from  Harvard  she  has  worked  on  several  research 
projects  in  addiction,  health,  and  community 
activism,  as  well  as  co-founding  a feminist  psy- 
chotherapy collective.  She  teaches  psychopathol- 
ogy. counseling,  existential  psychology  and  anti- 
psychiatry at  New  College. 

Steven  Dual  PhD.,  Core  Faculty,  is  the  author  of 
many  writings  on  the  subject  of  political  psycholo- 
gy. including  his  book  Taken  In:  American 
Gullibility  and  the  Reagan  Mythos.  Stephen  is 
also  a clinician  and  has  been  on  the  clinical  facul- 
ty in  the  Psychiatry  Department  at  U.C.S.F.  medical 
school  and  a Psychotherapy  Research  Associate  at 
U.C.  Berkeley. 


Gayle  Edmiston-WatkJn,  MS.  Environmental 
Toxicology  & MA  Creation  Spirituality.  Core 
Faculty/Santa  Rosa  has  over  20  years  of  environ- 
mental toxicology  consulting.  Her  most  recent 
activities,  however,  focus  on  the  individual  and 
social  issues  involved  in  the  transition  to  a sus- 
tainable society. 

Peter  Gabel.  ID.  Ph.D.  President  of  New  College. 
Peter  is  a founding  member  of  the  critical  legal 
studies  movement  and  has  pioneered  new 
approaches  to  public  interest  law  practice  that 
carry  a spirit  of  idealism.  He  is  also  the  Associate 
Editor  of  Tikkun  and  has  authored  more  than  50 
articles  of  critique  on  culture,  politics  and  society. 

Ion  Garfield.  Associate  Dean  of  Humanities,  found- 
ed the  Community  & Global  Studies  area  at  New 
College.  A sociologist  trained  at  the  New  School 
for  Social  Research,  he  has  published  numerous 
articles  on  health  politics,  social  movements,  and 
other  political  issues.  He  has  done  social  research 
at  U.C.S.F.,  Directed  the  Graduate  Program  in 
Health  Services  at  Antioch  University,  and  spent 
three  decades  as  a social  activist. 

Richard  Helnberg,  Core  Faculty/Santa  Rosa  is  an 
author  and  lecturer  whose  books  include 
Memories  and  Visions  of  Paradise:  Exploring  the 
Universal  Mytrh  of  a Lost  Golden  Age.  Celebrate 
the  Solstice;  and  a New  Covenant  with  Nature: 
Notes  on  the  End  of  Civilization  and  the  Renewal 
of  Culture.  His  new  book  Cloning  the  Buddha: 

The  Spiritual  Implications  of  Biotechnology  will 
appear  in  1999.  He  also  publishes  a Museletter 
which  was  nominated  by  UTNE  Reader  in  1994 
for  Best  Alternative  Newsletter. 

Milty  Henry,  Dean  of  Humanities  and  Academic 
Vice-President,  received  her  doctorate  from 
Hawthorne  University  in  General  Studies.  In  addi- 
tion to  research  at  the  Center  for  Research  and 
Development  in  Higher  Education  at  Berkeley,  she 
has  published  articles  on  psychology  and  educa- 
tion and  co-authored  Turning  Professors  into 
Teachers.  She  has  been  a teacher  and  leader  at 
New  College  for  over  two  decades. 

Marie  Hoglund.  Core  Faculty,  has  an  MA  in  Clinical 
Psychology  with  an  emphasis  in  sports  psycholo- 
gy. She  has  combined  this  with  her  mastery  of 
athletics  and  many  years  of  practicing  Buddhism 
to  develop  a unique  sports  enhancement  pro- 
gram. Her  current  interest  is  in  the  education  of 
adults  to  work  with  youth. 

Herbie  Lewis.  Core  Faculty,  is  a world-class  musi- 
cian who  has  played  with  John  Coltrane,  |oe 
Henderson,  and  Miles  Davis.  A scholar  of  jazz  and 
its  history,  he  has  directed  music  and  jazz  studies 
at  New  College  since  1988  and  organized  many 
innovative  events  there  such  as  the  1992  Women 
in  Jazz  Conference. 

Genny  Llm,  Core  Faculty,  earned  her  MA  in  English 
and  studied  broadcast  journalism  at  Columbia. 

She  has  since  gained  acclaim  as  a poet,  play- 
wright. and  performance  artist.  She  won  the 
American  Book  Award  for  Island:  Poetry  & History 
of  Chinese  Immigrants,  the  James  Wong  Howe 
Award  or  Paper  Angels  and  an  Asian  Improv  Arts 
Award  for  her  jazz  poetry.  She  has  served  on  the 
SF  Arts  Commission  and  been  active  in  the  local 
arts  community  for  over  20  years. 

Mkhaet  McAvoy,  MA.  Director  of  the  Santa  Rosa 
Campus.  After  spending  the  i97o's  in  the  Haight 
Ashbury  developing  the  People's  Health  Resource 
Center  and  People's  Medical  School,  Michael  did 
his  thesis  in  anthropology  comparing  the  social 
production  of  knowledge  in  alternative  culture 
with  that  of  the  dominant  society.  Recently,  hav- 
ing researched  models  of  sustainable  community 
and  alternative  institutions,  he  designed  and 
founded  the  Santa  Rosa  Campus  of  Culture. 

Ecology  and  Sustainable  Community. 


David  Meltzer.  Core  Faculty,  is  an  accomplished 
musician  and  scholar,  with  many  albums  and 
books  of  poetry  to  his  credit.  He  was  an  early  col- 
laborator with  Ishmael  Reed  and  Al  Young  on  the 
Before  Columbus  Foundation  which  sponsors  the 
American  Book  Award.  His  most  recent  books  are 
anthologies  from  Mercury  House:  Reading  Jazz 
and  Writing  Jazz,  and  his  poetry  collection  Arrows 
(Black  Sparrow). 

Mutombo  Mpanya,  (Ph  D.  U.  of  Michigan  in  Urban 
and  Regional  Planning),  was  born  in  Zaire.  He  is 
the  author  of  numerous  presentations  on  the 
impact  of  Western  media,  technology  and  aid  on 
“developing"  countries.  He  has  been  the  assistant 
Director  of  the  Africa  Institute  at  Notre  Dame  and 
a Fellow  at  U. Michigan  in  the  areas  of  environ- 
ment and  food  production.  His  publications 
include  two  books:  Africa's  Food  Crisis:  Its  Roots. 
Its  Future;  and  African  Land  Ethics:  A Contribution 
to  a Christian  Perspective  on  Land.  He  is  Chair  of 
the  Board  of  the  International  Development 
Exchange  (IDEX). 

Christian  Parent),  MA,  Associate  Faculty,  is  finish- 
ing his  Ph.D.  at  the  London  School  of  Economics 
with  a thesis  on  the  prison-industrial  complex 
focusing  on  the  political  economy  of  policing 
homelessness  in  San  Francisco.  He  is  also  a politi- 
cal journalist,  with  articles  regularly  appearing  in 
The  Nation.  In  These  Times,  and  The  Progressive. 
His  articles,  like  his  classes,  deal  with  urban 
issues,  political  economy,  history  and  criminology. 

Febe  Portillo,  Director  of  the  Academic  Support 
Center,  has  her  Ph  D.  in  Counter-Hegemonic 
Literature.  History  and  Philosophy  from  Stanford. 
For  many  years  she  taught  in  the  Student 
Learning  Center  at  S.F.  State  University.  She  is  a 
long-time  community  activist  and  has  worked  in 
solidarity  with  Cuban,  Puerto  Rican.  Central 
American  and  indigenous  American  peoples. 

Gradela  Trevisan,  Core  Faculty,  has  an  MA  in 
Language  and  Literature  from  the  National 
University  of  Rosario  in  Argentina,  and  an  MA  in 
Linguistics  from  Ball  State  University.  She  has 
served  on  the  Board  of  the  Women's  Building  and 
the  Westside  Women's  Clinica  in  Santa  Monica 
Graciela  has  published  short  fiction  and  poetry  in 
Argentina  and  read  widely  in  California. 

Sheila  Tulty,  Core  Faculty,  is  completing  her  Ph  D 
in  Anthropology  at  UC  Berkeley  focussing  on  the 
effects  of  political  violence  and  war  on  women  in 
Nicaragua.  She  has  published  articles  on 
HIV/AIDS,  homelessness,  women  and  mental 
health  and  women  and  violence.  Her  activism 
includes  the  Committee  for  health  Rights  in 
Central  America,  and  she  is  an  award  winning 
photographer. 

Willow  Van  Hoom,  MS.  Core  Faculty/Santa  Rosa 
Willow  received  her  MS  is  Environmental 
Education  with  a focus  on  the  integration  of  the 
arts  and  ecology.  She  is  also  a wilderness  instruc- 
tor with  the  UC/Santa  Cruz  Sierra  Institute. 

Rene  Yanez,  Associate  Faculty,  directed  the  Galeria 
de  la  Raza  from  1971-1987,  His  own  work  has 
appeared  In  San  Francisco,  New  York  and  Mexico 
City,  he  was  co-founder  of  the  Chicano  political 
comedy  troupe  Culture  Clash.  Recently  he  has 
curated  exhibits  for  SF  Festival  2000  and  is  serving 
as  a consultant  to  the  Smithsonian  Institute  in  set- 
ting up  a Latino  Center. 


ADJUNCT  FACULTY 

Carlos  Aldama  Perez  is  an  international  master 
drummer  whose  experience  spans  over  40  years 
in  Afro  Cuban  folkloric  percussion.  He  is  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  acclaimed  Conjunto  Folklorico 
National  de  Cuba. 

Michael  Ditmore  is  finishing  work  on  a U.C 
Berkeley  dissertation  on  phenomenology  in  the 
novels  of  Virginia  Woolf  and  James  Joyce,  and  has 
published  articles  and  given  conference  papers  on 
Woolf,  on  Joyce,  and  on  distance  learning  on  the 
internet.  He  has  received  an  award  for  his  teach- 
ing at  Berkeley.  Michael  also  moderates  live  week- 
ly discussions  of  Finnegans  Wake  on  the  internet 
at  the  James  loyce  Center  at  DU-MOO. 

Felipa  Franda  earned  her  Masters  degree  in  Music 
from  the  Phillippine  Women's  University.  For  her 
distinguished  service  to  PWU.  she  was  twice 
awarded  the  “Outstanding  Service  Award"  in  1979 
and  1988.  She  was  given  a “Special  Achievement 
Award"  for  her  methodology  in  teaching  blind  stu- 
dents. She  has  35  years  of  collegiate  and  profes- 
sional teaching  experience. 

Nadine  Gay  is  a professional  visual  artist.  She  has 
shown  extensively  in  galleries  in  the  Bay  area  and 
around  the  US  and  Europe.  She  has  also  made 
radio  and  television  appearances  in  France. 

Nadine  has  been  a consultant  for  the  William 
James  Prison  Project  and  many  other  projects.  She 
is  currently  directing  a cross-generational  program 
of  Art  Internships  with  the  elderly. 

Sonia  BasSheva  Manjon  is  the  CEO  of  Manjon 
International  Services  and  has  been  recently 
named  Associate  Director  for  the  Center  for  African 
and  African  American  Art  and  Culture  in  San 
Francisco.  Ms.  Manjon  Is  completing  a Masters  in 
Cultural  and  Social  Anthropology  and  working  on 
her  Ph  D.  in  Humanities  at  the  California  Institute 
of  Integral  Studies  in  San  Francisco. 

Adrienne  Murray,  a native  of  Ireland,  was  educat- 
ed at  Trinity  College.  Dublin,  and  also  attended 
the  Gorky  Literary  Institute  in  Moscow.  She  is  a 
fluent  Irish  speaker  with  a double  degree  In  Irish 
and  Russian.  She  has  also  studied  18th.  19th,  and 
2o(h  century  Irish  poetry  and  prose,  dialects,  folk- 
lore. syllabic  poetry  and  Scots  Gaelic  language 
and  literature. 

Jessamyn  Neuhaus  is  a doctoral  candidate  in  US 
History  at  the  Claremont  Graduate  School.  An 
excerpt  from  her  dissertation  on  cookbooks  and 
gender  ideology.  1920-1963,  will  be  published 
next  fall  in  The  Journal  of  Social  History. 

Hettie  O'Hara  is  a native  of  Ireland  and  a lifelong 
speaker  of  the  Irish  Language,  which  she  has 
taught  for  many  years  in  Ireland  and  the  USA 

Kimball  Wilkins  is  currently  teaching  in  the 
English  Department  at  Berkeley,  where  she  com- 
pleted a dissertation  on  Emily  Dickinson  and  has 
taught  courses  on  American  Literature  and 
American  Poetry.  She  has  an  MA  in  English  with  an 
emphasis  on  Creative  Writing  from  Berkeley,  and 
will  receive  the  Ph.D.  In  May. 

Eddie  Yuen  is  working  on  a dissertation  In  envi- 
ronmental sociology  at  UC  Santa  Cruz,  he  is  a 
social  and  environmental  activist  and  has  pub- 
lished In  New  Political  Science  and  Capitalism, 
Nature  and  Socialism. 
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slam  tribute  to  Martin  Luther  King,  one  of 
history’s  great  wordsmiths,  features  young  po- 
ets from  throughout  the  Bay  Area.  ODC  The- 
ater 3153  17*  Street,  7pm.  863-9834 
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WEDNESDAY 

Feed  your  head!  - Cine  Accion  presents 
thoughtful  narrative  works  and  experimental 
documentaries  on  the  theme  of  food  including 
“Holy  Tortilla"  the  satirical  (?)  look  at  the  sight- 
ing of  the  Virgin  of  Guadelupe  on  a tortilla.  Yerba 
Buena  center  for  the  Arts  701  Mission  Street, 
7:30pm,  $3-6.  553-8140 
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THURSDAY 


Horny  sex  - Pedro  Amador’s  film  “Matador"  is 
about  love,  sex  and  bulls.  Hopefully  all  three  of 
these  elements  are  not  present  in  the  same 
scene.  (En  espariol)  Mission  Cultural  Center 
2868  Mission  Street,  7pm,  free.  821-1155 
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FRIDAY 

King  for  a day-  Two  films  in  Spanish  will  be 
shown  in  celebration  of  Martin  Luther  King's 
birthday:  “El  Vuelo  de  la  libelula"  ("The  Flight  of 
the  Dragonfly")  and  a documentary  on  Dr.  King's 
life.  Mission  Cultural  Center  2868  Mission  Street, 
6pm,  free.  821-1155 


SATURDAY 

Back  to  school  - Want  to  volunteer  in  the  SF 
public  schools  but  your  kid  or  computer  skills 
need  some  fine-tuning?  Check  out  this  three- 
hour  volunteer  training  session  offered  in  both 
Spanish  and  English.  Cesar  Chavez  School  825 
Shotwell  10am  to  1pm  - free.  274-0250  or 
sfsvmail@sfsv.org  Attn.  Training 

Roe  vs.  Wade  vs.  Terror  - To  commemorate 
the  26*  anniversary  of  Roe  vs.  Wade,  Radical 
Women  hosts  a discussion  on  armed  self  de- 
fense as  a means  to  prevent  pro-lifer  violence 
against  doctors  and  health  care  facilities.  New 
Valencia  Hall  1908  Mission  Street  (near  15*), 
lunch  buffet  at  1:00pm  ($6.50),  discussion 
2:00pm,  free.  864-1278 
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SUNDAY 

Class  Act  - The  Mirage  Ensemble  (soprano, 
clannet  and  piano)  lays  down  some  mean  long 
hair  licks  by  the  likes  of  Meyerbeer,  Schubert 
and  Gaveaux.  Community  Music  Center  544 
Capp  Street,  3pm  - free.  647-6015 


Colored  enTRANCES  - Proyecto  Contra  Sida 
initiates  a weekly  creative  writing  workshop  fo- 
cusing on  voice  and  dialogue  lead  by  Theater 
Rino's  writer-in-residence  Ricardo  A.  Bracho. 
6:30pm,  free  to  register  call  Gigi  at  575-1649. 
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THURSDAY 

The  potatoes  have  blood  shot  eyes  - The 

authors  of  “Against  the  Grain"  explain  how  bio- 
technology and  corporate  greed  are  ruining 
everybody's  dinner  and  the  world.  Modem  Times 
Books  888  Valencia,  7:30pm,  free.  282-9246 


SATURDAY 

Tabby  Tell  All  - SF  SPCA  cat  behaviorists  will 
help  troubled  owners  of  felines  with  litter  box 
problems,  furniture  scratching  tendencies  and 
aggressiveness  Maddie’s  Pet  Adoption  Center, 
250  Florida  Street,  3 to  4pm,  $10.  Registration 
required.  522-3525 
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SUNDAY 

Mellow  Sunday  - What  could  be  more  sooth- 
ing than  an  afternoon  of  songs  and  arias  by 
Strauss,  Mozart,  Wagner  Rossini  and  others  with 
piano  accompaniment.  (Well  for  some  of  us,  a 
good  football  game.)  Community  music  Center 
544  Capp  Street,  1pm,  free.  647-6015 


Life  drawing  classes  for  artists  of  all  levels  who 
wish  to  practice  drawing  male  or  female  mod- 
els. Precita  Eyes  Mural  Center  348  Precita,  7 to 
9:30pm,  $5  per  class  or  $35  for  10  classes 
285-2287 


TUESDAYS 

Free  Meditation  Classes  - 7:30pm,  Psychic  Ho- 
rizons 972  Valencia,  643-8800 

W£DN£SDAYS 


Figure  painting  classes  encourage  the  beginner 
to  gain  confidence  while  learning  the  techniques 
of  painting.  Precita  Eyes  Mural  Center  348 
Precita,  7pm,  $6  per  class  or  $35  for  10  classes. 
285-2287 

THURSDAYS 

Free  yoga  classes  - Ken  Erb  teaches  the  clas- 
sical Hatha  Yoga  method  and  includes  discus- 
sion the  eight  limbs  of  Yoga  as  defined  in  the 
Yoga  sutras.  Studio  Valencia  455-A  Valencia. 
www.YogaSchool.com 

FRJDAYS 

Lesbian  in  the  visual  arts  invites  you  to  an 
evening  of  videos  by  lesbian  artists  at  the  Mis- 
sion Cultural  center  2869  Mission  Street,  8pm, 
$5.  788-6118 

SUNDAYS 

San  Bruno  Mountain  Watch  leads  hidden  wil- 
derness hikes  every  Saturday  10am-2pm 
415.467.6631 


Friday  Night  Poetry  Series 

hosted  by  Jorge  Argueta 


Francisco  X.  Alarcon 

Chicano  Poet 

Manuel  Luna 

Poeta  Salvadoreno 

January  15  de  enero 

Francisco  X.  Alarcon  is  a leading  Chicano  poet,  critic  and  pro- 
fessor of  literature  at  U.C.  Davis,  California.  He  is  the  author 
of  many  award  winning  books  of  poetry,  including  Sanke 
Poems,  An  Aztec  Invocation  from  Chronicle  Books.  Mr. 
Alarcon's  latest  book  is  entitled  Del  Ombligo  de  la  Luna  y 
otras  poemas  de  verano/  From  the  Belly  Button  of  the  Moon 
and  Other  Summer  Poems,  from  Children's  Books  Press. 


ENCANTADA 

Gallery  of  Fine  Arts 

904  Valencia  Street  @ 20th 

Open  Tues.-Sun.  12-6pm,  Fri.-Sat  12-8pm 

(415)  642-3939 

Sunday,  Jan.  10th 

10%  off  selected  items 


The  staff  of  Encontada  Gallery  of  Fine  Arts  wishes  you 

Feliz  Ano  Nuevo 
FiAPPY  New  Year,  1999 


Special  "gracias"  to 
Chata  Gutierrez  of  KPOO 
for  your  wonderful  salsa  sounds 
on  Saturdays  from  12  to  4pm 
at  89.6FM  radio 


Saturday, 

January  23 
2 pm 

Dr.  Ricardo  Carrillo  will 
be  signing  his  new  book, 

Family  Violence  and  Men 
of  Color 
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Mission  Camera  Shop 


Black  and  White  develop  and  print  3x5  or  4x6 
with  or  w ithout  borders 

S12.63  24  exp.,  S16.95  36  exp.  one  to  two  days 


' > ^Develop  Only  B/W  Film  (35mm) 

$2.75  (No  prints  or  proof  sheet) 

1 v]  Check  out  our  large  selection  of  black/white  film, 
darkroom  supplies,  used  cameras  and  lenses, 
assorted  camera  accessories,  color  photofinishing. 


1089  Valencia  at  22nd  St.  641-8396 

10-5:30  M-F  11-5  Sat 


V"”  PUERTO 
ALEGRE 
RESTAURANT  No.  1 


You’ve  .iever  really  tried  Mexican 
Food  until  you’ve  been  to: 


gj  NOW  SERVING  THE 

BEST  MARGARFTAS 

IN  THE  BAY  AREA 

546  Valencia  st.  255-8201 


CASA  VALENCIA 


Furnished  rooms  for  rent 
in  the  sunny  Mission. 

Full  time  manager. 

Laundry  rooms.  Close  to  shopping  and  all  forms  of 
public  transportation.  All  utilities,  except  telephone. 
Staff  on  duty  24  hours. 

For  more  information  call  552-0825. 


Mission  District 


PART-I  CRIMES 

THIS  PERIOD 

YEAR-TO-DATE 

NOV-97 

NOV-98 

% 

Change 

YTD  1997 

YTD  1998 

% 

Change 

Homicide 

1 

0 

- 100.00% 

7 

11 

57  14% 

Rape 

2 

3 

50.00% 

28 

27 

-3.57% 

Robbery 

60 

53 

- 11.66% 

615 

560 

- 8 94% 

Aggravated  Assault 

42 

35 

- 16  66% 

545 

459 

- 15  77% 

Burglary 

84 

50 

- 40.47% 

718 

775 

7.93% 

Other  Larceny 

167 

121 

- 27  54% 

1,838 

1,689 

- 8 .10% 

Auto  Boosting 

117 

101 

- 13  67% 

1,287 

1,186 

- 7 84% 

Motor  Vehicle  Theft 

78 

66 

- 15.38% 

899 

814 

- 9 45% 

Recovered  Vehicle 

5 

1 

- 80  00% 

24 

16 

- 33.33% 

District  Total: 

556 

430 

- 22.66% 

5,961 

5,537 

- 7.11% 

Mission  crime  rate  is  down  for  the 
second  year  in  a row 

Some  serious  offenses  still  remain  well  above  other  areas 


by  Victor  Miller 

Statistics  do  not  necessarily  give  a 
complete  picture  of  crime  in  a com- 
munity. especially  an  idea  of  how 
safe  people  perceive  that  area  to  be.  Also, 
because  numbers  are  often  crunched  for 
political  affect,  our  readers  will  rightly 
take  this  annual  tally  of  Mission  District 
law  breaking  with  a grain  of  salt. 
Nevertheless,  a second  year  of  significant 
decline  of  major  cnmes  of  almost  every 
type  parallels  both  an  increased  level  of 
prosperity  in  the  Mission  as  well  as  an 
increased  number  of  people  who  feel  com- 
fortable coming  into  the  neighborhood. 
Crime  remains  a major  issue  at  any  local 
community'  meeting  but  more  and  more,  so 
do  concerns  about  the  pace  and  nature  of 
economic  development,  gentrification  and 
displacement. 

There  is  good  news  and  bad  news  in 
this  year’s  numbers.  An  overall  decline  of 
7 86%  for  the  first  11  months  of  1998  (the 
most  recent  reporting  period  available  at 
press  time)  is  certainly  good  news.  All  ten 
of  San  Francisco’s  police  districts  experi- 
enced a reduction  in  crime  but  the  drop  in 
the  Mission  was  the  second  lowest  of  any 
district  and  well  below  the  citywide 
decline  of  11.8%.  You  can,  however,  look 
a little  further  back  and  see  that  the 
Mission’s  crime  rate  for  a similar  11- 
month  period  in  1997  showed  the  greatest 
decline  of  any  of  the  10  districts  (11.1  %), 
so  over  a two  year  stretch  we’re  still  look- 
ing pretty  good 

One  alarming  statistic  is  that  for 
homicides.  In  the  Mission  from  the  years 
1995  to  1998  there  have  been  an  average  of 
ten  murders  per  year.  Police  statistics  for 
1997  and  1998  are  contradictory.  One  set 
of  figures  gives  the  Mission  the  highest 
rate  in  the  city  with  1 1 murders  through  the 
end  of  November  1998,  other  figures  and 
information  provided  by  Captain  Greg 
Suhr  of  Mission  station  put  the  number  of 
murders  at  eight  and  show  the  Mission 
behind  the  Ingleside  District  which  leads 
the  city  with  13  slayings.  An  ongoing  and. 


so  far  intractable,  youth  gang  war  keeps 
figures  high  in  both  districts. 

The  number  of  reported  rapes,  admit- 
tedly a very  poor  indicator  of  actual  rapes, 
was  about  the  same  for  1995  (29),  1997 
(28)  and  1998  (27)  with  a notable  increase 
in  1996  (32).  The  Mission  and  Ingleside 
neighborhoods,  each  with  27  reported 
rapes  in  1998  were  second  only  to  the 
Southern  District's  36  reported  sexual 
attacks.  Unfortunately,  the  Mission,  com- 
pared to  most  other  areas  of  the  city,  is  still 
a place  where  women  must  pay  especially 
close  attention  to  personal  safety. 

On  the  bright  side,  aggravated  assault 
(assault  with  a weapon)  continued  a three- 
year  drop  in  our  neighborhood,  from  a 
high  of  618  such  assaults  in  1996  to  383  in 
1998.  Mission  residents’  chances  of  get- 
ting brass  knuckled  or  beaten  on  the  head 
with  a baseball  bat  have  gone  down  con- 
siderably. 

Burglary  is  the  only  other  major  crime 
besides  murder  that  actually  increased  but 
looking  back  a little  further  gives  a more 
encouraging  view.  In  the  Mission  in  1998 
the  number  of  burglaries  reported  was  775, 
up  slightly.  Suhr  attributed  the  buglary 
incident  spike  to  a smash  and  grab  legend 
named  Flannagan  who  has  since  been 
arrested.  The  numbers  are  also  well  below 
the  871  incidents  reported  for  the  first  11 
months  of  1996,  so  investing  in  a couple  of 
dead  bolts  and  exercising  a little  common 
sense  is  still  a good  idea,  but  there’s  no 
need  to  run  out  and  buy  a shotgun. 

Personal  safety  even  in  a small  neigh- 
borhood will  vary  from  block  to  block;  the 
16th  and  Mission  Bart  Plaza  is  never  a 
pleasant  place  for  an  evening  stroll.  It  will 
also  vary  from  person  to  person;  Latino 
teenagers  who  decide  to  affiliate  with  a 
gang  or  refuse  to  or  quit  a gang  are  at  con- 
siderably more  risk  than  anybody  else,  and 
women  still  have  to  worry  about  the 
neighborhood  s truly  unpleasant  street 
drunks. 

The  numbers  do  tell  us  something, 
albeit  not  the  whole  story. 


m 


USED  BOOKS 

AND  RECORDS 

BUY  OR  TRADE 


Wayne  Holder 

9810  20*  Strait  (ft  Gotrrara) 

San  Franclsca.  CA  94110  (415)  648-0957 


Manzanita’s  New  Hours  — Noon  to  Nine,  Closed  Tuesdays 

web  site  http://tcc.iz.net/-jeffs/Manzanita 
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Photo  by  Denise  Carone 

A Vision  for  Dolores  Park 


Results  to  Date: 

So  far,  the  project  has  generated  many 
positive  results.  The  collective  process  has 
already  resulted  in  important  accomplish- 
ments, including  the  following: 

*$375,000  of  funding  committed  fora  new 
playground. 

*$150,000  for  handicap  accessibility 
improvements. 

*$25,000  for  irrigation  improvements. 

*Commitments  from  the  Recreation  and 
Park  Department  for  better  lighting,  more 
benches  and  trashcans. 

♦Agreement  on  a designated  dog  area  with 
amenities. 

♦Acknowledgement  by  the  Recreation  and 
Park  Department  for  additional  gardening 
and  programming  staff 


♦Support  and  input  for  the  design  of  a 
zocalo,  which  is  responsive  to  youth, 
incorporates  community  art,  and  fits  in 
with  the  park's  landscape 

•Creation  of  consensus  on  strategies  for 
improving  public  safety. 

♦Organization  of  a broad-based  group  of 
Dolores  Park  advocates 

MED  As  staff  would  like  to  commend 
all  groups  and  individuals  that  have  partic- 
ipated, and  would  also  like  to  encourage 
others  to  participate  in  this  on-going  pro- 
ject. 

The  next  meeting  is  scheduled  for 
Saturday,  January  9,  at  Mission  High,  at 
10:30am.  Childcare  and  Spanish  transla- 
tion services  will  be  provided  Please 
RSVP  for  childcare  services.  For  questions 
regarding  this  project,  please  call  Luis 
Granados  at  MED  A 415/282-3334. 


ABADA  Capoeira  • Brazilian  Cultural  Academy 

A non-profit  community  cultural  arts  organization  serving  children,  teens  & adults  of  the  bay  area. 


' Classes  ' 

• Workshops  * 


By  Luis  Granados,  Mission  Economic 
Development  Association 

Visiting  Mission  Dolores  Park  can 
be  a relaxing  experience.  On  just 
about  any  day,  kids  are  playing  at 
the  playground  and  on  the  soccer  field, 
sunbathers  are  on  the  green  slopes  and 
dogs  of  all  kinds  run  throughout  the  park. 
However,  as  attention  to  park  grounds  has 
declined  over  the  years,  it  has  caused  the 
area  to  become  a central  point  for  drug 
dealing  and  other  illegal  activities.  A lack 
of  programming  and  decreased  mainte- 
nance has  further  decreased  people’s  use 
of  the  park. 

Given  these  conditions,  and  at  the 
request  of  neighborhood  residents,  the 
Mission  Economic  Development 
Association  (MEDA)  began  identifying 
means  for  addressing  some  of  the  park’s 
problems.  Our  approach  has  evolved  from 
simply  setting  up  a concession  stand  to  a 
more  holistic  approach,  which  revolves 
around  the  creation  of  a community  -based 
strategic  plan.  This  plan  seeks  to  create  a 
park  that  will  (1)  be  better  maintained;  (2) 
create  more  recreational  opportunities  for 
people  of  all  backgrounds;  and  (3)  have 
the  long-term  involvement  of  community 
members.  • 

Central  to  the  plan  is  the  development 
of  a new  zocalo  - a plaza-style  gathering 
place  for  children  and  adults  with  food  and 
beverages  served  on  the  premises. 

To  date,  one  at-large  community 
meeting  was  held  in  August  and  over  500 
surveys  have  been  collected  from  park 
users.  The  information  gained  from  the 
first  meeting  and  the  surveys  spelled  out 
community  concerns. 


Key  Issues: 

♦The  clubhouse,  the  soccer  field,  and  the 
playground  must  be  renovated. 

♦Handicap  accessibility  is  a priority. 

♦Additional  gardening,  custodial  and  pro- 
gramming staff  must  be  added. 

♦Public  safety  must  be  addressed  compre- 
hensively. 

♦Programming  must  be  tailored  to  serve 
all  constituents,  including  elderly,  youth 
and  groups  w ho  have  not  traditionally  used 
the  park. 


As  a result,  focus  groups  were  con- 
vened to  hold  in-depth  discussions  on  the 
following  key  issues,  public  safety,  pro- 
gramming, maintenance,  dog  use,  and  the 
development  of  the  new  zocalo.  The  focus 
groups  brought  together  key  stakeholders 
to  identify  the  problems,  develop  criteria 
for  solutions  and  provide  recommenda- 
tions. In  developing  consensus  around 
strategies  for  improving  Dolores  Park, 
these  recommendations  will  be  presented 
for  feedback  at  the  next  community  meet- 
ing on  January  9,  1 999. 

The  strategic  planning  process  has 
been  inclusive,  with  different  perspectives 
consistently  represented  MEDA  has 
worked  with:  the  San  Francisco 

Department  of  Recreation  and  Parks,  San 
Francisco  League  of  Urban  Gardeners 
(SLUG),  the  Neighborhood  Parks  Council, 
Friends  of  Dolores  Park,  Pachamama,  the 
Dolores  Heights  Improvement  Club,  RAP, 
the  Mission  Youth  Coalition,  Horizons, 
Mission  High  School,  the  San  Francisco 
Police  Department,  SF  Dog  Owners 
Group,  Delancey  Street.  MUNI,  and  oth- 
ers. 


Ellen  Novogrodsky 
&•  Stephanie  J.  Godt 

Attorneys  at  Law 

▼ Tenant  Representation 

▼ Eviction  Defense 

▼ Habitability  Problems 

▼ Demand  Letters 

f 2nd  Parent  Adoptions 
f Queer  Family  Law 
f Partnership  Protection 
Documents 
r Wills 

r Other  Civil  Matters 
Reasonable  Rates 
Flexible  Appointments 
Free  Initial  Consultation 
(415)  285-3626 
31 63  Mission  Street 
Suite  300 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
please  call  for  an  appt 


' Performances  ' 


Capoeira  Afro-Broiilion  art  form 

Capoeira  Teen  Program 
Percussion  / Music 


Afro-Brazilian  Dance 
Samba  Workout 
Portuguese  Language 


Includes  FREE  Programs! 


Cafe  / Restaurant 

FOOD  & FANTASY  OF  SPAIN 

- r Home  of  5(H)ANGRI(L)A 

Monday-Thursday:  5:30-10:30  pm  Friday  & Satuday:  6-12  midnight 


3120  -16th  Street 


431-4069 


CS  f e fe^TO 


Among  the  few,  the  only  Authentic  5panieh  reetaurant ! 

km.  i _ . -n . _i_.  h a ...  n 4 


Monday-Thursday:  11-3  pm,  5-10  pm 
Friday:  11-3  pm,  5-11  pm  Saturday:  11-11  pm  Sunday:  3-10  pm 


3292  -22nd  Street 

262-6667 
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Lanza  • Redken  • Nioxin  • Joico  • Bain  de  Terre  • Graham  Webb  • • • ' 

Holliday’s  HAIR  HAIR  HAIR 


Corte  de  Cabello  y Estilos  • Perms 
Cuts  & Styling  • Color  • Highlights 
Deep  Conditioning  Treatment  Open  7 Days  a Week 


Quality  * 
Products  and  * 
Excellent  Service  * 
for  Women  & /Men  * 


1166  -llnd  Street  (at  Mission)  811-9410 


TO  . 

t organic  Italian" 
-SF  Weekly 
w Italian  cafe" 


cafe,/lbo 

3369  mission  street 

(directly  across  from  Safeway  at  30th) 


Weekdays  9 am.  - 9 p m Saturday  9 am.  - 4 p.m.  Closed  Sunday 


City  College  of  San  Francisco 


Spring  Semester  1999  Classes  Begin  on  January  20th 
at  the  Mission  CaiTipUS  (106  Bartlett  Street).  Apply  Now! 

Space  is  still  available  in  many  day  and  evening  printing  classes  (see  partial 
listing  below).  Walk-in  registration  for  new  students  is  available  starting 
January  4th.  You  can  enroll  in  some  courses  by  attending  the  first  class 
meeting.  Noncredit  courses  are  tuition  Free.  Credit  courses  are  still 
just  $12  per  unit  for  all  California  residents,  including  BA  holders. 


Credit  Course  Title 

Days 

Times 

Room 

Product  Finishing 

W 

1:30-4:30  KM, 

301 

Lithographic  Duplicator  Operator 

Th 

9 a.m.-  1 PM. 

301 

Selected  Topics  in  Printing 

MW 

2-5  P.M. 

301 

Selected  Topics  in  Printing 

TTh 

2-5  P.M. 

301 

Noncredit  Course  Title 

Offset  Press  Operations 

MW 

8:30  a.m.-1:30  P.M. 

301 

Offset  Press  Operations 

MW 

6-10  p.m. 

301 

Offset  Press  Operations 

TTh 

8:30  a.m.— 1:30  P.M. 

301 

Prepress  Production  Techniques 

T 

1:30-5:30  P.M. 

301 

Graphic  Arts  Microcomputer 

M 

1:30-5:30  P.M. 

301 

Product  Finishing 

W 

1:30-4:30  P.M. 

301 

Digital  Printing:  Docutech 

MW 

2-5  P.M. 

301 

Digital  Printing:  Docutech 

TTh 

2-5  P.M. 

301 

For  more  information  call  415.550.4392 

Visit  the  CCSF  website  at  http://www.ccsf.cc.ca.us 


Self  Deceit  U1  " Photo  by  Francesca  Woodman 


Reflected  Glory 

"All  her  life  woman  is  to  find  in  the  magic 
of  her  mirror  a tremendous  help  in  her 
effort  to  project  herself  and  then  attain  self 
determination...  Woman  knowing  and 
making  herself  object  believes  she  really 
sees  herself  in  the  glass. 

Simone  De  Beauvoir  " The  Second  Sex" 

Beginning  in  January,  the  San 
Francisco  Museum  of  Modem  Art 
will  present  “Looking  at 
Ourselves:  works  by  women  artists  from 
the  Logan  Collection.”  an  exhibition  fea- 
turing over  20  works  by  leading  women 
artists  of  the  past  decade.  Artists  in  the 
exhibit  include  Jenny  Holzer,  Cady 
Noland,  Katharina  Fritsch,  Maria  Porges, 
Cindy  Sherman  and  Laurie  Simmons. 

This  exhibition,  the  second  of  seven 
small  scale  and  focused  showings  from  the 
Logan  Collection  that  SFMOMA  will  pre- 
sent over  a ten-vear  period,  is  being  orga- 


nized by  guest  curator  and  Bay  Area  based 
critic  Daniela  Salvioni.  “"Looking  at 
Ourselves”  presents  works  that  display  a 
keen  awareness  of  the  ‘self’  in  all  its  vari- 
ations, from  psycho-sexual,  to  socio-cul- 
tural  and  historical  perspectives,”  explains 
Salvioni.  “These  works  are  emblematic  of 
the  artistic  act  - alternately  challenging, 
incorporating  and  manipulating  accepted 
notions  about  the  self  and  the  very  process 
of  making  and  perceiving  images,” 
Salvioni  said. 

“Looking  at  Ourselves”  will  compli- 
ment “Mirror  Images:  Women,  Surrealism 
and  Self-representation.”  an  exhibition 
tracing  the  history  of  female  self-portraits 
from  the  surrealism  movement  to  the  pre- 
sent, being  presented  simultaneously  at 
SFMOMA. 

"Mirror  Images  ” runs  January  8 through 
April  20  at  SFMOMA,  151  Third  Street. 
For  more  information  call  415 / 357-4000. 


IMa  de  Los  Reyes  Concert  Cycle 

Coro  Hispano,  San  Francisco’s 
choral  ensemble  of  the  Spanish 
speaking  communities,  will  hold 
the  final  performance  of  this  year’s  Dia  de 
los  Reyes  Concert  Cycle  at  Mission 
Dolores  Basilica  on  January  17.  Always 
eclectic  and  multicultural,  Coro  Hispano 
has  in  previous  years  performed  in 
Spanish,  Latin  and  indigenous  languages 
of  the  New  World 

The  featured  piece  in  January’s  con- 
cert is  a nine-part  villancico  (an  earthy 
Iberian  song-form)  from  17th  Century 
Mexico  written  by  Juan  Gutierrez  de 


Padilla.  The  piece  was  composed  for  tile 
celebration  of  Christmas  Matins  and  the 
current  presentation  is  based  on  a new 
transcription  from  the  original  manuscript. 
Padilla  included  dance  and  folk  motifs  in 
his  work  as  well  as  slang  and  dialect 
Spanish. 

The  second  part  of  the  concert 
includes  Quern  vidistis  patores  by  Tomas 
Luis  Victoria,  a six  voice  ambient  piece 
from  a medieval  miracle  play  in  the  style 
of  a Late  Renaissance  motet. 

Also  on  the  program  are  choral  instru- 
mental arrangements  from  Cuba  and 
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Puerto  Rico,  and  Peruvian  pastorelas  sung 
in  Quechua  by  women’s  voices  accompa- 
nied by  Andean  flutes. 

In  honor  of  the  birthday  of  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.,  the  repertory  for  the  first 
time  will  include  African  chants. 

Founded  in  1975,  Coro  Hispano  is  a 
Mission  based  organization  with  an 
emphasis  on  the  music  of  Spain,  Portugal. 
Latin  America  and  the  Amerindian  com- 
munities. The  Conjunlo  Nuevo  Mundo,  a 


group  of  professional  singers  and  musi- 
cians dedicated  to  the  chamber  music  of 
the  Spanish  Speaking  World,  joined  Coro 
in  1987,  Juan  Pedro  Gaffney  directs  both 
groups. 

The  Dla  de  Los  Reyes  Concert  is  on 
Sunday  January  17  at  Mission  Dolores 
Basilica  (16th  and  Dolores  Street)  at  4pm. 
Tickets  are  $ 12  for  the  general  public,  $10 
for  seniors  and  free  for  children  under  16. 
For  more  information  call  415/431-4234 


Luis  and  Yeseni  Sosa  attended  the  house  dedication  ceremony  with  their  son  Demans. 
Luis  said  the  Habitat  project  was  ‘‘like  a flaming  arrow  we  want  burning  all  around 
the  Bay.  " Photo  by  Arthur  Hudson 


Mission  Accomplished  lor  Habilal 

Four  families  living  in  substandard 
rental  housing  are  now  Mission 
District  homeowners  thanks  to 
Habitat  for  Humanity  San  Francisco  At  a 
ribbon  cutting  ceremony  on  December  12, 
Habitat  officially  turned  over  1270  South 
Van  Ness,  three  units  built  with  volunteer 
labor  to  the  Padilla,  Gutierrez,  Sosa  and 
Martinez  families,  six  adults  and  14  chil- 
dren. 

This  and  all  Habitat  projects  do  more 
than  build  homes  for  families,”  said  Rev. 
Jim  Louder,  Habitat  SF’s  executive  direc- 
tor. “As  we  hammer  nails  and  raise  walls, 
we  also  build  our  community.  By  bringing 
individuals,  bussinesses,  faith  communi- 
ties and  other  groups  together  in  this  labor 
of  love,  we  strengthen  each  other,  our 
neighborhood  and  our  city.  The  process  is 
as  important  as  the  result." 

Habitat  SF  is  one  of  1,400  affiliated 


organizations  nation  wide  that  solicit  pri- 
vate donations  to  build  homes  for  those 
unable  to  meet  market  rate  financing 
requirements.  The  lucky  occupants  of 
these  new  Mission  District  homes  do  earn 
enogh  to  pay  a no  interrest  mortgage  and 
must  contribute  500  hours  of  sweat  equity. 
Single  mother  Concepcion  Padilla  and  her 
four  teenage  daughters  exceeded  this  by 
500  hours.  For  $110,00  Padilla  will  be 
buying  what  is  called  the  Ophrah  House 
because  it  was  built  in  response  to  an 
appeal  by  Ophrah  Winfrey  to  build  one 
Habitat  house  in  each  area  where  her  show 
is  broadcast 

Land  for  the  South  Van  Ness  homes 
was  provided  by  the  San  Francisco  I 
Redevelopment  Agency.  Levi  Strauss 
Company  and  Levi  Strauss  Foundation 
were  the  major  sponsors 

To  volunter  with  habitat  for  Humanity  SF 
call  750-4780. 


1b/\rr\  Brothers  Piuvum. 

TYPESETTING  • DESIGN  ^ PRINTING 

High  Quality 

COLOR 
COPIES 


Invoices  • Flyers  • Logos 
Letterheads  • Envelopes 
• Postcards  • Magazines  • Newsletters  • Labels 
,9lamps  • Business  Cards  • Presentation  Folders 


1009  Valencia  (at  21st) 
fa  826*6700  Fx  826-6701 


540  Valencia  Street  (Between  16th  & 1 7th) 

Open  2 to  2 • Seven  Days  a Week 864-24  1 9 


& NO 

■/. 


m GRILL 


A Swank  Neighborhood  Bar 
in  the  Heart  of  San  Francisco’s 
New  Bohemia 
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Do  You  Have 

ASTHMA? 

PEOPLE  WITH  ASTHMA 
WANTED  TO  PARTICIPATE  IN  RESEARCH 

Monetary  Compensation  Provided 
For  more  information  call:  (415)  502-4849 

FREE  STUDY  RELATED 

■ Asthma  Education 

■ Lung  Tests 
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yip  Guy 

Editor: 

I read  with  interest  your  interview 
with  Nestor  Makhno  - interest  and  disgust, 
that  is.  because  1 think  I'm  his  latest  vic- 
tim. I’m  a 14-year  Mission  resident.  I’ve 
lived  in  the  same  rent-controlled  apart- 
ment on  Guerrero  Street  all  that  time.  I’ve 
always  loved  the  Mission  - the  weather, 
the  cultural  diversity,  the  history,  the  work- 
ing-class residents,  which  including 
myself  - and  yes,  the  increasing  volume  of 
business  that  hires  local  residents  (read: 
restaurant  workers,  cafe  mongers  and  store 
clerks). 

Also,  I like  the  community  policing 
that  has  meant  decreased  car  and  home 
break-ins  and  rapes.  Yes,  life  in  the 
Mission  was  good,  and  1 finally  managed 
to  save  enough  to  trade  in  my  12-year-old 
clunker  for  a new  car.  What  did  I get?  A 
1999  Toyota  RAV4.  Why?  Because  it's 
small  enough  for  street  parking,  which  I 
have  done  for  14  years  (I  can’t  afford  a 
garage  and  there's  not  one  to  be  found  any- 
way); because  it’s  fuel-efficient,  built  on  a 
car  chassis  (it's  not  an  SUV!),  and  safe, 
and  because  it  has  airbags  and  antilock 
brakes,  which  my  old  car  did  not.  But 
somebody,  the  YEPies  I guess,  or  perhaps 
Nestor  in  particular  - didn't  like  the  fact 
that  someone  in  the  hood  had  a new  car. 
After  my  having  it  for  just  10  days,  it  was 
torched  last  Tuesday  morning  at  6:30  am  - 
totally  destroyed.  The  vandals  honked  as 
they  drove  off  after  setting  it  afire  (wonder 
what  THEY  drive?). 

So  you  can  see  why  I’m  not  so  keen 
on  Nestor's  philosophy.  Guess  I'm  just  the 
incidental/accidental  casualty  in  his  war 
on  yuppies  By  the  way  - I'm  47  years  old, 
and  know  no  one  named  Chip  or  Buffy. 

Karen  Wickre 

Missing  National  Bank 

Editor's  note: the  New  Mission  News 
received  the  following  exchange  of  letters 
between  Mission  National  Bank  depositor 
Fran  Taylor  and  Mission  National's  CEO 
C *wen  Erickson. 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


staff,  who  have  provided  me  with  excel- 
lent service  over  the  years  will  be  laid  off. 
I understand  you  cut  your  banking  teeth  at 
Bank  of  America,  so  I'm  not  surprised  that 
you’ve  chosen  the  shortsighted,  money- 
grubbing  path.  But  who  pays  you?  The 
depositors  at  Mission  National  Bank  pay 
you,  Mr.  Erickson.  I’ve  been  a depositor 
there  for  years  because  of  the  very  people 
you’re  slashing  and  partly  because  I appre- 
ciated the  neighborhood  orientation  of  the 
bank.  Who  are  you  to  step  in  and  tell 
Mission  residents  what  their  choices  are? 
The  staff  at  21st  street  may  be  losing  their 
livelihoods  but  they  remain  worthwhile 
people  of  dignity  and  integrity  You,  Mr. 
Erickson  are  something  I would  scrape  off 
the  bottom  of  my  shoe. 

I'm  closing  my  account,  along  with 
several  other  long-term  depositors.  We're 
encouraging  all  the  locals  who  have  used 
the  bank  to  do  the  same  Way  to  destroy  a 
neighborhood  institution.  Erickson! 

Fran  Taylor 

Dear  Ms.  Taylor: 

We  would  very  much  prefer  to  keep 
the  2 1st  Street  branch  open  (arxl  even  open 
more  branches  in  the  Mission)  but  at  the 
time  we  simply  need  to  pare  back  our 
expenses.  As  you  know,  other  banks  have 
been  routinely  merging  branches  over  the 
last  10  years.  This  lowers  their  overhead 
and  puts  pressure  on  the  banks  that  have 
not  pared  back. 

I would  appreciate  if  you  would  give 
us  a try  at  16th  & Mission  and  see  for 
yourself  that  the  staff  there  is  also  friendly 
and  service  oriented.  (In  fact,  many  of  our 
21st  Street  branch  employees  will  indeed 
be  transferred  to  16th  Street.) 


Dear  Mr.  Erickson: 

I received  your  letter  notifying  me 
that  the  21st  Street  branch  of  the  Mission 
national  Bank  would  be  closing  in  January 
1999,  and  I wrote  you  asking  if  the  work- 
ers at  the  branch  would  be  losing  their 
jobs.  Why  did  you  never  write  back?  I've 
since  learned  that  the  tellers  and  other 


We  are  having  an  open  house  for  our 
21st  branch  customers  at  16th  Street  on 
January  1 1 and  I hope  you  can  attend. 

I realize  the  above  does  not  address 
your  real  concern-  the  closing  of  the  21st 
branch.  But  I want  you  to  know  we  value 
our  relationship  with  you  and  urge  you  to 
give  us  a try. 

Sincerely,  Owen  J.  Erickson 


Mission  District  Home  Owners 

Need  Rehab,  or  an  emergency  repair, 
can’t  pick  up  the  tab? 

Your  Solution  to  Better  Living  is 

COMMUNITY  HOUSING  REHABILITATION  PROGRAM  (CHRP) 

& 

CODE  ENFORCEMENT  AND  REHABILITATION  FUND  (CERF) 

• A new  roof  • Electrical  repairs 

• Sewer  repairs  • Hot  water 

• New  rear  stairs  • To  correct  a Code  Violation 


If  you  own  and  occupy  one  or  two  units  and  your  income  is 
within  certain  guidelines,  you  may  qualify  for 
a City  sponsored  piRP  or  CERF  loans. 

(Example:  A family  of  four  may  make  up  to  $47,050  per  year) 

How  do  the  loan  programs  work? 

Maximum  Amount  Interest  Term 

CHRP  $40,000  / Unit  3 % 10  yrs.  or  upon  sale  or  transfer  of  the  title 

CERF  $ 7,500  /Unit  0%  Upon  sale  or  transfer  of  the  title 


For  more  information  call:  864-6432  ext.  308,  Lucy  Pineda  at 
MISSION  HOUSING  DEVELOPMENT  CORPORATION 


Mention  this  ad  for  your 


Neighborhood  Discount! ! 


When  friends  & family  come  to  town, 
treat  them  to  the  elegance  they  deserve. 


Tours  are  Available  by  Appointment 

Please  phone: 

(415)  282-0337  or  1 (800)  967-9219 
Our  Fax  is: 

(415)  282-2608 
Send  E-Mail  to: 

AndoraSF@aol.com 


The  An dora  Inn  is  a fully  restored 
Victorian  Manor  first  built  in  1875, 

located  in  the  heart  of  San  Francisco’s 
richly  international  Mission  District, 
known  as  one  of  the  most  exciting 
and  colorful  neighborhoods  in  the  City, 
with  wonderful  art  gallenes,  murals, 
bookstores/cafes  and  exciting 
new  restaurants,  like  the  Elysium  Cafe, 
located  on  the  first  floor  of  the  Andora  Inn. 

Among  the  amenities  you  will  find  at  the  Inn: 
• Expanded  Continental  Breakfast 
• Five  Star  Serta  Mattresses 
• Color  TV  with  Remote  & VCR 

(Complimentary  Video  Selection ) 

• AM/FM  Clock  Radios 
• Free  Local  Calls 
• Pleasant  Garden  Sun  Deck 
• Grand  Library  & Tranquil  Ambiance 


Retlaw  Camera  & Watch 

Serving  5an  Francisco  for  61  Years 


i,  SINCE  1937 
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Happy  Holiday 
Season 

20%  OFF  on  All  New  Darkroom 
Equipment  & supplies! 

Up  to  45%  OFF  on  New  Citizen  & 
Noblla  watches 
Watch  for  our  Flea  Market  Saturdays 

. . . Coming  5oon 

Sl  ICS!  Sill  Come  on  by  and  say  hello 
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2959  Mission  St.  cm  0-70-7 

(Between  25th  & 26th)  #“0/0/ 
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Hurricane  Mitch:  An  unnatural 
corporate-made  disaster 


Hurricane  Mitch  left  at  least  9,000 
people  dead  and  more  than  19,000 
still  missing  and  believed  dead. 
Thousands  of  children  were  left  orphaned, 
millions  left  homeless,  and  entire  commu- 
nities (borradas)  were  erased  from  the 
map.  Two-thirds  of  Honduras’  infrastruc- 
ture — roads,  bridges,  plantations,  etc.  - was 
destroyed.  In  the  wake  of  destruction, 
toxic  chemicals  and  land  mines  were 
strewn  randomly  and  ubiquitously 
throughout  the  region 

These  grim  statistics  sound  more 
descriptive  of  some  horrendous,  man- 
made catastrophe,  like  chemical  warfare, 
than  they  do  of  a natural  phenomenon  like 
a hurricane.  Does  Mitch  seem  more  like  an 
intentional  attack  against  a specific  group, 
like  AIDS,  than  just  a case  of  atrocious 
weather?  Perhaps,  when  one  considers  the 
demographics  of  the  victims  - almost 
entirely  poor,  marginalized  and  powerless 
people  living  on  steep  hillsides,  and 
ravines.  In  fact,  the  lethal  fury  that 
Hurricane  Mitch  recently  unleashed  on  the 
people  and  land  of  Central  America  had  an 
even  more  brutal,  though  less  talked  about 
accomplice.  Export-Led  Development. 

This  economic  strategy  sounds 
innocuous  enough;  the  argument  being 
that  these  poor  countries  must  use  their 
comparative  advantage  in  the  global  mar- 
ketplace to  earn  enough  foreign  exchange, 
in  order  to  “economically  develop,”  blah 
blah  blah.  But  what  are  the  real  effects  of 
this  development  strategy  that  converts 
cheap  labor,  cheap  export  crops  and  raw 
materials  into  foreign  commodities  and 
concepts?  One  effect  of  export-led  devel- 
opment on  the  people  of  Central  America 
is  that  the  majority  of  the  people,  w ho  used 
to  farm  land  to  grow  food  for  their  families 
and  communities,  have  become  landless. 
These  people  are  now  dependent  on  sea- 
sonal, migrant  work  on  the  big  plantations 
that  have  taken  over  virtually  all  the  best 
land. 

In  the  name  of  efficiency  and  produc- 
tivity, toxic  fertilizers  aixl  pesticides  (rem- 
nants of  the  World  War  II  munitions  indus- 
try and  sold  by  large  Western  corpora- 
tions) are  dumped  on  impoverished 
campesinos  and  monoculture  lands  like  a 
hard  rain.  Meanwhile,  sixty  percent  of  the 
children  in  Central  America,  which  is 
blessed  with  incredibly  fertile  soil,  are 
malnourished!  And  the  Global  Economy 
ensures  that  large  transnational 
Corporations,  like  Dole  and  Chiquita, 
make  enormous  profits  for  their  executives 


and  a few  share-holders  by  selling  us 
cheap  bananas,  sugar,  tobacco  and  coffee 

Don't  Panic,  be  organic. 

Even  the  San  Francisco  Chronicle  recently 
published  a rare  and  excellent  story  criti- 
cizing the  corporate-driven  cash  crop 
economy  that  controls  Central  America  in 
an  article  that  featured  the  case  of  a 
province  in  Northern  Honduras.  This  area 
of  Central  America  is  the  only  one  that 
employs  traditional,  organic  farming  tech- 
niques such  as  crop  rotation,  planting 
under  trees  and  composting  for  soil  reten- 
tion. Located  exactly  in  Mitch’s  treacher- 
ous path,  the  province  was  nonetheless 
seemingly  untouched,  and  now  is  being 
relied  on  to  feed  the  rest  of  the  country.  If 
it’s  Organic.  Don’t  Panic  baby. 

Hurricane  Mitch  was  undoubtedly  a 
horrible,  man-made,  not-entirely-natural 
disaster  that  has  brought  untold  suffering 
to  the  people,  animals  and  environment  of 
Central  America.  We  should  all  act  com- 
passionately and  do  what  we  can  to  sup- 
port our  southern  neighbors  in  need. 
However,  unless  we  address  the  current 
policy  of  export-led  “development.”  and 
seek  better  paths  to  ecologically  sound, 
self-determined  development  - we  can  all 
watch  and  weep  next  time  a so-called  nat- 
ural disaster  blows  it  all  away.  Let’s  turn 
this  horrific  disaster  into  an  opportunity  to 
re-evaluate  our  misguided  relationship 
with  Central  America.  We  can  redirect  the 
effects  of  globalization  towards  more  equi- 
table land  distribution  and  small,  organic 
farms  that  grow  food  for  local  populations, 
and  sow  some  organic  seeds  of  peace,  for 
justice  and  real  development. 

For  more  information  regarding  real 
development  alternatives  for  Central 
America,  contact  Food  First!  The  Share 
Foundation,  the  Central  American 
Resource  Center,  or  Global  Exchange. 


1 New  Mission  News 
415-695-8702 
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Special  Quest  5peaKek 

PAUL  KANG  AS  Reality  Sandwich  mues  iOav 

IS  a CERTIFIED  ADDICTION  SPECIALIST 
Speaking  on  OVERCOMING  ADDICTION  using 
MINERALS  and  CHIRODRACTICS 

www.  ci+y  search . com  / sfc>  / uj’neatgrass 
www.  whea+grass  messenger,  com 


Books  and  Toys  for  Grown-ups 

A clean,  well-lighted  place  for  women  and 
men  (and  parents)  to  shop  for  sex  toys,  books 
and  videos.  From  enlightening  advice,  to 
electrifying  erotica,  you’ll  find  it  at 

Good  Vibrations 

1 2 10  Valencia  (btwn  23rd  and  24th  St.) 
OPEN  '.don-Thur  11am-7pm,  Fri  & Sat  11am-8pm 


We  Repair  Nothing  But  Volvos 
We  Really  Enjoy  Repairing  Volvos 

Popular  Mechanix 

The  Volvo  Shop  621-0376  252  14th  Street 


MIKE’S  LIQUORS 
2499  MISSION  @ 21ST 
550-0816 

Open  Every  Day  9am  to  2am 
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New  Mission  News 


Wheat  grass  advocate  Eva  Moen  with  one  of  her  Jour  cats.  Photo  by  Arthur  Hudson 

Down  on  the  (15th  Street)  Farm 

Wheat  grass  grower  Eva  Moen  has  the  gift  of  green 


By  vmiller 

Happy  hour  at  the  Wheat  Grass 
Farm,  the  neighborhood's  - if  not 
the  city’s  - only  working  farm, 
actually  lives  up  to  it’s  name  The  people 
there  are  happy  They’ve  come  to  imbibe 
wheat  grass  juice  which  is  just  what  it 
sounds  like  - juiced  grass  that,  had  it  not 
been  harvested,  would  have  matured  into 
plain  old  wheat. 

The  juice,  served  up  in  shot  sized 
paper  cups,  looks  like  a souvenir  sample  of 
the  Okefenoke  and  tastes  - surprise,  sur- 
prise - like  grass  You  drink  it  down  cow- 
boy style  in  one  gulp  (some  of  us  do  any- 
way) and  follow  it  up  with  a chaser  called 
Rejuvelac  that  comes  with  a variety  of  fla- 
vorings and  is  made  from  fermented  wheat 
berries.  There’s  a rush  of  sorts  from  the 
sudden  consumption  of  outre  tastes  and 
textures  but  what  happens  after  that  seems 
to  vary  from  person  to  person.  For  some 
there's  an  initial  blast  of  frantic  energy  , for 
others  a sustained  sense  of  well  being  and 
strength,  and  there  are  those  who  hold 
w heat  grass  has  been  the  decisive  element 
in  helping  them  overcome  a long  term  ill- 
ness. Wheat  grass  is  rich  in  chlorophyll,  B 
vitamins  and  essential  amino  acids,  all  of, 
which  are  important  to  good  health  in  a 
number  of  ways. 

Seasonal,  Detoxifying  Cheer 

December's  happy  hour,  a few  days  before 
Christmas,  is  happy  indeed  with  platters  of 
crab,  sushi,  cheese  and  brownies.  The  reg- 
ulars in  attendance  all  give  different  rea- 
sons for  their  wheat  grass  affinity. 

Alex  calls  it  “the  blood  of  life.” 

Paul,  who  counsels  addicts  in  the  jails 
says  he  finds  wheat  grass  to  be  “a  valuable 
tool  in  my  work.” 

Ingrid  says  that  after  she  first  tried  it, 
she  got  on  her  bicycle  and;  “Suddenly  I 
was  just  flying  along  peddling  like  crazy 
and  I was  like,  I mean,  whoa!”  A sign 
painter,  Ingrid  says  future  wheat  grassings 
were  not  as  dramatic  as  the  first  time,  but 
did  counter  the  toxins  she  was  exposed  to 
in  the  course  of  her  work  that  left  her  feel- 
ing drained,  and  depleted.  Regular  doses 
of  wheat  grass  have  enabled  her  to  work 
longer  hours  and  still  feel  energetic  after- 
wards. 

John  says,  only  half  jokingly,  “I  come 
here  and  drink  the  stuff  because  I want  to 
live  be  a hundred  and  besides.  I've  got  a 
crush  on  Eva.” 

Eva  is  Eva  Moen  our  hostess,  Wheat 
Grass  Growers’  founder,  CEO  and  princi- 
pal fanner,  not  to  mention  one  of  the  reign- 
ing avatars  of  wheat  grass  proselytization 
in  America. 


Eva  grew  up  on  a small  farm  in 
Norway  surrounded  by  acres  (actually 
mols)  of  amber  hued  wheat.  Now,  racks 
and  racks  of  containers  bearing  miniature 
wheat  grass  lawns  surround  Eva,  on  much 
smaller  acreage  behind  her  bright  red  and 
green  storefront  at  15th  and  Guerrero. 
Chiote,  aloe  vera  and  an  enormous  avoca- 
do tree  all  seem  to  be  thriving  and  are  elo- 
quent testimony  to  Eva’s  gift  with  plants. 
But  the  road  from  the  outskirts  of  Oslo  to 
across  the  street  from  Valencia  Gardens 
was  not  a direct  one. 


Along  and  winding  road 

Eva  immigrated  to  the  US  when  she  was 
24  and  found  work  in  Boston  as  an  au  pair. 
There  she  began  a long  nightmarish  battle 
with  alcoholism.  “1  was  the  most  horrible 
alcoholic  you  can  imagine,”  she  says. 
Neither  AA  nor  conventional  detox  pro- 
grams worked  for  very  long.  In  1975, 
while  working  as  a rental  agent  in  San 
Francisco,  Eva  had  a vision.  In  a dream 
she  saw  the  earth  from  afar,  covered  in 
short  green  grass.  She  did  not  understand 
what  the  dream  meant  until  a few  days 
later  when  she  came  across  wheat  grass  for 
the  first  time  in  a South  of  Market  health 
foods  store.  In  an  epiphany  she  instantly 
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knew  that  her  mission  in  life  was  to  pro- 
mote the  curative  and  detoxifying  powers 
of  wheat  grass  for  the  body,  the  air,  the 
earth  and  the  water. 

While  continuing  to  support  her  self 
through  appliance  repair,  she  began  to 
grow  wheat  grass  and  sell  it,  but  urban 
farming  requires  just  the  right  place  - or  a 
very  understanding  landlord.  Finding  nei- 
ther, Eva  and  her  growing  enterprise 
bounced  from  place  to  place  until  finding  a 
classified  listing  for  w hat  was  then  just  an 
old  shack  with  a big  backyard  next  to  tire 
projects.  Eva  soon  converted  this  into  the 
current  cozy  retail  outlet,  juice  bar  and  , 
lush  gardenVfarm. 

The  wheat  grass  farm  officially  began 
operations  in  1993  at  a time  when  Eva  was 
still  struggling  with  alcoholism.  It  would 
take  another  year  of  hefty  doses  (4  quarts  a 
day)  of  Rejuvelac  for  decades  of  monthly 
booze  binges  to  finally  come  to  a halt 
That  was  in  the  fall  of  1994,  and  since  then 
both  the  farm  and  Eva  have  thrived.  Eva 
estimates  there  are  about  a hundred  regular 


rtail  customers,  she  also  supplies  a number 
of  Bay  Area  health  food  stores  such  as 
Planet  Health  on  Valencia  Street. 

Eva  sees  herself  as  continuing  the 
work  of  the  first  apostle  of  wheat  grass.  Dr. 
Ann  Wigmore.  The  two  met  briefly  just 
before  Wigmore’s  death  in  1994.  Leola 
Brooks  co-director  of  the  Ann  Wigmore 
Institute  in  Puerto  Rico  gave  a talk  at  the 
Wheat  Grass  Growers  during  this 
December’s  happy  hour. 

If  you  stop  by  the  farm,  you  will  find 
that  Eva,  unlike  a lot  of  people  associated 
with  a divine  plan,  has  not  forgotten  that 
very  important  piece  of  advice  God  always 
gives  when  sending  people  on  a mission: 
“Be  nice  about  it.” 

Wheat  Grass  Farm  is  located  at  1 785. 15th 
Street  @Guerrero.  Hours  are  Monday  to 
Saturday  9am  to  6pm.  Happy  Hour  - 
Monday.  Wednesday  and  Friday  4pm  to 
6pm.  Tel:  864-3001.  websites: 

www.sfo/wheatgrass  & www.wheatgrass 
messenger.com 


3285  -21st  Street  @ Valencia 


Featuring 

Niman-Schell 
all  natural  beef 
cheesesteaks,  burgers, 
chicken  & vegetarian, 
fries  & onion  rings 

Open  every  day 
from  1 1am  to  10  pm 

• • • • 285-5200 


KING’S  REFRIGERATION 

Serving  the  Community  for  37  Years!! 

WE  BUY,  SELL  & SERVICE 


10%  Off 
with  this  Ad! 


659  Valencia 

Between  17th  & 18th  Streets 

431-0255 
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Synergy  School  will  add  to  the  Mission’s  cultural  diversity 


By  Saida  Benguerel 

If  you  noticed  the  recent  groundbreak- 
ing at  the  comer  of  25th  and  Valencia, 
have  no  fear,  it  is  not  the  future  site  of 
a live/work  condo,  but  rather  of  a new-age 
style  independent  elementary  school. 
Synergy  School,  a non-profit,  kindergarten 
through  eighth  grade  learning  institution  is 
building  a new,  larger  home  for  itself  on 
the  former  site  of  Anderson's  Funeral 
Home.  Currently  located  in  a renovated 
Victorian  in  the  Western  Addition,  the 
Synergy  School  will  be  moving  for  the 
second  time  in  its  25-year  history,  when 
the  construction  on  their  new  school  is 
completed  in  September  1999. 

The  Synergy  School  was  originally 
envisioned  by  three  local  schoolteachers 
as  an  alternative  to  the  disinterested  teach- 
ings of  the  public  school  system.  They 
wanted  to  create  a school  where  the 
teacher's  were  there  to  work  “for''  the  chil- 
dren, where  no  administrator  was  hierar- 
chically above  the  educators  and  absent 
from  the  classroom,  where  the  strengths  of 
each  child  could  be  recognized  and  nur- 
tured and  where  children  would  leam  to 
love  to  leam. 

For  the  past  two  decades,  the  Synergy 
School  has  attempted  to  live  up  to  its  orig- 
inal mission.  If  continued  growth  is  any 
testament  to  its  success  at  doing  so,  then 
they  are  quite  successful  indeed.  Their 
enrollment  has  increased  from  a handful  of 
students  in  1973,  to  the  100  they  have 
today,  and  the  170  they  hope  to  enroll  at 
the  Valencia  campus. 

“The  school’s  greatest  strength  is  its 
experienced  and  dedicated  staff,”  says 
administrator  Elena  Dillon.  With  an  aver- 
age teacher  to  student  ratio  of  1:16  per 
classroom,  each  student  is  guaranteed  per- 
sonal attention.  “Stressing  cooperation  and 
logical  and  natural  consequences. 
Synergy  's  approach  to  children's  behavior 
fosters  the  belief  that  we  all  have  the  abil- 
ity to  look  at  ourselves  honestly,  to  change 
and  to  grow,"  according  to  their  promo- 
tional literature. 

By  moving  the  school  across  town. 
Synergy  hopes  to  increase  enrollment,  add 
middle-school  grades  seven  and  eight, 
develop  an  organized  sports  program  and 
bring  something  special  to  their  new  envi- 
ronment as  well  as  leam  from  the  commu- 
nity that  surrounds  them.  Already,  Synergy 
School  incorporates  local  artists,  dancers, 
architects,  and  sculptors  into  their  hands- 
on  science  and  math  classes  and  whole- 
language  arts  curricula. 


Several  of  the  teachers  already  live  in 
the  neighborhood  and  expressed  great 
excitement  about  bringing  the  school  into 
the  Mission.  Sandy  Barra,  a teacher  and 
co-director  at  the  school  has  been  attend- 
ing 24th  Street  Revitalization  Committee 
meetings.  She  will  soon  be  meeting  with 
Jose  Medina,  the  chair  of  the  committee 
“We  hope  someday  to  be  able  to  provide 
scholarships  for  lower  income  students 
that  live  in  the  area,”  says  Sandy  Barra,  “as 
well  as  provide  some  sort  of  community 
service.” 

At  least  one -quarter  of  Synergy 
School  students  are  “of  color”  and  one- 
third  receives  financial  aid  “We  are  com- 
mitted to  multicultural  education  and  a 
diverse  student  body  population,”  com- 
mented Barra. 

The  irony  of  building  a school  on  the 
ashes  of  a funeral  home  is  not  lost  on  this 
reporter.  Much  of  the  gentrification  of  the 
Mission  District  is  carried  out  at  the 


expense  of  architectural  integrity  , the  orig- 
inal use  of  many  of  the  Mission’s  historic 
and  not  so  historic  buildings  is  being 
altered  in  the  name  of  progress.  Epic  art- 
deco  movie  houses  turned  into  colleges  or 
bars,  canning  factories  transformed  into 
living  spaces  and  cafes,  comer  stores 
remodeled  as  chi-chi  restaurants.  Not  all  of 
these  changes  are  welcome  in  the  Mission. 


Parking  is  insufferable,  late  night 
noise  made  by  out  of  towners  as  they  leave 
one  of  the  myriad  of  new  bars,  and  the  vis- 
ible reconfiguration  of  the  ethnic  and  eco- 
nomic mix  of  the  Mission  has  led  many  to 
decry  and  bemoan  gentrification  in  the 
Mission.  But  one  element  of  change  that 
no  one  can  deny  is  a benefit  to  the  corn- 
mum  ty  as  a whole  is  the  addition  of  quali- 
ty education  to  the  children  of  San 
Francisco. 


Synergy  School  s new  location  is  still  under  consruction  but  the  popular  alternative  pri- 
vate school  is  already  taking  applications  for  the  September  1999  semester 
Photo  by  Arthur  Hudson 
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SPECIALIZED  f 


SCHWINN 


TREK 


Huge  Selection  of  Parts,  Accessories  & Clothing 
We  Box  Bikes  for  Travel 
Expert  and  Fast  Repairs  — All  Makes  and  Models 


1065  & 1077  Valencia 

«,  Th.„  m 7pm.  Sun « 550-6600  (Sales)  550-6601  (Repairs) 


MISSION  AREA  FEDERa, 
CREDIT  UNION 


SAVING  & CHECKING 

AfTOTTlVTS 

ATM,  DEBIT  & VISA  CARDS 
CD’s,  Direct  Deposit 


Hi SSSSS® 


*Personal  Loans*  NEW  & USED  CAR  Loans* 


Combine  your  Holiday  Debts 
at  a LOW  INTEREST  RATE; 

If  you  live  or  work  in  the  Mission,  you  are  eligible  to  become  a member. 
2940  16th  St,  3rd  Floor  Tel  431  2268  Fax  255  7891 
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Posing  with  Santa  during  the  1998  Toy  Give-away  are  Stephanie  and  Christian  Flores 
(rear)  and  Jorge  and  Juan  Padron  (front).  Photo  by  Arthur  Hudson) 


The  Mission  Spirit 

The  Mission  Merchants’  Association 
is  extremely  proud  of  its  sponsorship  of 
three  Yuletide  events.  For  the  last  20  years, 
in  conjunction  with  Mission  Police 
Station,  the  Association  has  underwritten 
the  cost  of  the  Bethany  Center  Christmas 
party,  an  event  all  Bethany  residents,  three 
of  whom  have  reached  the  century  mark, 
look  forward  to  each  year.  Officers  from 
Mission  Station  prepare  the  holiday  feast. 

Mission  Merchant's  and  the  Altamont 
Hotel  Tenants  Association  host  another 
holiday  bash  at  The  Altamont  Hotel. 
Formerly  one  of  the  area  's  worst  hellholes, 
the  Altamont  is  now  owned  by  the  non- 
profit Mission  Housing  Development 
Corporation  and  managed  with  active  ten- 
ant participation,  and  is  an  outstanding 
model  of  what  residential  hotels  should  be. 
This  year  was  the  second  annual  Altamont 
Christmas  Extravaganza  and  the  commu- 
nity room  was  once  again  filled  to  capaci- 
ty by  celebrating  tenants,  merchants  and 
friends. 


Probably  the  most  rewarding  effort 
undertaken  by  the  Association  is  the 
Christmas  toy  drive.  In  1995  Mission 
Station's  Community  Relations  Officer, 
the  late  Ray  Benson,  initiated  the  first  toy 
giveaway  program  for  Mission  District 
kids.  The  community  response  was  a bit 
more  dramatic  than  anticipated  and  the 
first  two  years  saw  hundreds  of  kids  line 
up  to  see  Santa  whose  bag  was  emptied 
before  everybody  got  a gifL  In  1997  the 
Mission  Merchant's  Association’s  pitched 
in  and  there  was  more  than  enough  to  go 
around.  1998’s  drive  exceeded  everyone’s 
expectations.  A fundraising  party  at 
Bruno's  (that  also  provided  the  food) 
expertly  organized  by  Pendergast  and 
Associates  and  chaired  by  Small  Business 
Commission  President  Barbara  Kolesar 
and  Supervisor  Jose  Medina  raised  nearly 
$4,000.  In  fact,  so  many  toys  were  pur- 
chased, over-enthusiastic  Santa's  helpers 
couldn’t  fit  them  all  into  the  car  they  had 
taken  on  their  shopping  spree;  a police 
paddy  wagon  was  dispatched  to  transport 
the  plethora  of  presents. 

Next  year  will  be  even  better! 


Miracle  Mile  Makers 


MISSION  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION 


Bar  is  the  name  of  the  Mission’s 
newest  bar,  actually  it’s  a refurbished 
honky  tonk,  under  new  management. 
Formerly  the  Tico-Nico  and  located  at 
23rd  and  Mission,  Bar  combines  the  best 
of  both  the  traditional  and  the  new 
Mission.  During  the  morning  and  after- 
noon hours  the  working  class  locals  can  be 
found  holding  sway  around  the  pool  table. 
On  evenings  it's  a nice  mix  of  the  old 
timers  and  younger  hipsterismo.  Bar  has 
no  theme,  no  umbrella  drinks  and  no  atti- 
tude It  does  have  subdued  lighting,  a cer- 
tain coziness,  and  good  service  - all  the 
necessary  elements  for  a solitary  medita- 
tive drink  or  a quiet  tete-a-tete.  Bar  goes  a 
long  way  in  filling  the  neighborhood  pub 
gap  that  was  created  by  the  Dovre  clubs 
departure  from  the  Women’s  Building, 
without  inheriting  the  Dovre's  resident 
bores. 


Bar  is  located  at  2695  Mission  Street  and 
open  daily  10am  to  2pm.  Tel:  247-2300. 


Over  the  half  century  it's  been  in  exis- 
tence, Bruno’s  has  been  the  Mission’s  pre- 
eminent upscale  dining  spot.  In  its  current 
incarnation  the  restaurant/  bar  continues  in 
it’s  traditional  role  of  providing  a neigh- 
borhood locale  for  a four  star  classy  meal. 
A new  element  is  live  music  in  the  bar  six 
days  per  week.  For  nearly  a decade,  except 
for  an  occasional  piano  player,  the  excite- 
ment was  limited  to  liquid  entertainment. 
But  the  measure  of  any  establishment  is 
how  it  interacts  with  the  surrounding  com- 
munity and  Bmno’s  does  well  in  this 
regard.  In  December,  Bruno’s  generously 
donated  it’s  bar  and  provided  what  seemed 
like  an  endless  supply  of  food  for  Mission 
Magic,  the  Mission  Merchants’ 
Association  annual  Christmas  toy  drive 
fundraiser,  helping  make  it  the  most  suc- 
cessful event  ever. 

Bruno  s is  located  at  2389  Mission  Street 
at  20th.  Call  for  reservations,  business 
hours,  directions,  and  music  listings.  Tel: 
550-7455. 


TO  JOIN  MISSION  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION 
CALL  979-4171 


You  are  welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building 
for  all  phases  of  dentistry. 

2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 

Open  Monday  - Saturday  9 - 5 

Robert  C Ceniceros,  D.D.S.  Peter  V.  RengstortC  D.D.S. 
Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S.  Ramona  L.  Lauron,  R.D.H. 


found  : Maedchen  in  Uniform  (1931)>c 

customer  reaction:  "Wow!  Even  Le  Video  didn't  have  this  movie." 


3614  18th  Street  (btn.  Guerrero  & Dolores)  ph.  415.522.0434 

KBy  the  way,  this  is  an  early,  groundbreaking  German  feminist  classic. 
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Poems 
of  the  Month 


edited  by  Barbara  Bennett 


In  No  Words  Or  Less 

no  one  knows  it  but 
there’ re  eyes  watching 
that  dress  ease  up 
the  thigh 

funny, 

it’s  that  same  age-old  hack 
pervert  with  the  newspaper  bit, 
stealing  gazes  with  the  grotesque 

orbs  of  a chameleon  at  feed 
the  bus  seems  to  be  m on  it,  too, 
pimping  a curious  silence  like 
plaintive  falling  leaves  or 

words  dead  at  the  teeth 
and  you  know  what  they  say 
about  buses 

-you  know. 

the  movement  that 
sleek,  undulant  girth  investing 
the  body  like  a boot  of  dope 
or  the  calm  of  a seductive 
hand  right  there  in  your 
lap? 

and  she’s  got  her  hands  tied 
and  full, 

all  those  books  and  bags  with 
the  entw  ined  straps  digging 
in  at  the  wrists 

-a  covey  of  daisies  as  well. 


rigid,  colorful  things 

that  rises  up  from  her 

like  an  urgent  image  that  swears 

you’ll  never  see  anything 

like  this  again 

and  right  at  the  moment  the  bus 

stops, 
the  eyes 

shift,  and  w hether  aware 
or  tipped  off.  an  ancient 

defiance  in  high  heels  rises 
abrubtly 

she  makes  for  the  next 
available  seat  25  years  ago, 
her  school  dress  swaying. 

the  books,  the  bags,  and  purse  flopping 
off  each  sashay 's  hip 
she  sits  quickJy,  crosses 
her  ankles,  puts  a fingernail 

to  her  teeth  and  settles, 
sighing, 

she's  clearly  had  enough 
there's  still  something 
but  it  opts  for  home 
Pete  Simonelli 

Freewheelin ' and  freestylin ' into  the 
Millennium.  Send  your  words  to 

Send  sub-missions  to  Poetry  Editor.  New 
Mission  News.  777  Valencia.  S.  F..  CA 
94110 


Women  Trauma  Survivors 

If  you  have  experienced  a traumatic  event  such  as  rape,  domestic 
violence,  or  a serious  accident  that  continues  to  cause  you 
problems,  you  may  have  Posttraumatic  Stress  Disorder. 

Common  symptoms  of  PTSD  include: 

• Nightmares  or  Problems  Sleeping 
• Unwanted  Thoughts  About  the  Trauma 

• Feeling  Tense  and  Irritable 

• Difficulty  With  Relationships 

• Avoiding  Certain  Situations 

• Feeling  Numb 

UCSF  and  the  VA  Medical  Center  are  conducting  a study  of  a 
medication  treatment  for  PTSD  in  women. 

RECEIVE  $170  FOR  COMPLETING  THE  STUDY. 

■ To  find  out  more, 

UtjOp  call  (415)  876-0203  or 

(800)  485-8033. 


Eat,  Drink  and  Be  Merry 

Another  year  passes  with  holidays 
and  festivities  to  be  enjoyed.  All 
the  effort  that  has  gone  into  main- 
taining one’s  physique  and  fitness  will  be 
threatened  by  a few  days  of  relaxation  and 
good  food  Perhaps  one  of  the  clearer  dis- 
tinctions in  America  is  that  of  people  who 
regularly  exercise  and  those  who  don’t. 
America  has  perhaps  the  highest  rate  of 
obesity  in  the  world,  yet  more  people  here 
seem  to  exercise  regularly  than  any  where 
else. 

The  idea  of  deliberate  exercise,  espe- 
cially in  the  form  of  health  clubs,  and  run- 
ning around  the  city  purely  for  the  "fun”  of 
it,  is  a peculiarity  of  modem  western  cul- 
ture You  rarely  see  people  in  Asia  or 
Africa  doing  such  things  It  would  seem  to 
be  partly  a product  of  class  and  the  factors 
of  disposable  time  and  income  This  is  not 
to  say  that  people  in  Asia  and  Africa  are 
healthy  and  don’t  need  to  exercise,  and 
that  the  only  reason  we  do  it  is  because  of 
unnaturally  sedentary  existences  Many 
people  in  these  cultures  are  not  healthy  for 
many  reasons,  including  not  exercising. 

However,  it  has  to  be  questioned 
whether  such  religious  zeal  for  exercise  is 
always  good  for  a person  It  does  seem 
rather  bizarre  that  many  people  can  spend 
so  many  hours  of  their  lives  dedicated  to 
serving  their  own  desired  image  for  their 
body,  especially  when  it  is  done  in  the  arti- 
ficial environment  of  a club  Does  this 
really  make  a person  healthier0 

Perhaps  we  should  first  consider  what 
health  is.  Health  can  be  said  to  be  a state  of 
body  and  rrund  which  allows  a person  to 
experience  life  fully.  This  may  ideally  be 
having  an  opportunity  to  realize  their  full 
potential;  to  be  reasonably  free  from  pain 
and  other  bodily  affliction;  or  to  experi- 
ence a degree  of  contentment  and  hav  ing  a 
comfortable  level  of  humility  and  dignity 

Our  obsession  on  the  body  can  often 
happen  at  the  expense  of  w hat  is  going  on 
in  our  minds.  Many  people  have  written 
about  the  power  of  mental  atutude  over 
bodily  functions  and  the  importance  of 


such  things  as  laughter,  relaxation,  good 
company,  fnends  and  family  in  maintain- 
ing health.  Norman  Cousins,  in  his  famous 
book,  "Anatomy  of  an  Illness"  described 
the  power  that  laughter  had  in  helping  cure 
himself  of  a serious  disease 

Therefore,  perhaps  it  is  better  for  us  to 
enjoy  the  holidays,  even  eat  a little  too 
much,  relax  more,  spend  more  ume  with 
people  and  drop  the  guilt  because  we  are 
not  going  to  the  gym  to  bum  off  last 
night’s  dinner  There  is  more  to  life  than 
looking  at  the  digital  readout  of  a treadmill 
to  see  how  many  calories  are  being  shed 
every  5 minutes 


HAPPY  HO  UR*EV  ERYDAY 
BAR  MENU  MON-SAT 


ELYSIUM 

cafe 

2434  MISSION  AT  20TH  STREET 

1^^^282.2447  


10  a.m.  to  6 p.m.  Monday  thru  Saturday 

Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 


HARRINGTON  BROS. 


Furnishings 

Antiques 

Moving 


599  VALENCIA  (at  17th) 
(415)  861-7300 


We  Buy  & Sell  Everything 
for  Home  & Office 
Old , Like  New  & Antique 
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Don’t  be  fooled  by  other  framing  stores’ 

Fine  Custom  Framing  & Gallery  ^ ^ ITInl 

Expert  Picture  Framing 


That  Works  with 
Your  Art! 


coupons! 
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Wood 

• 

• 

11x14 

45.75 

19.95 

Frame 

• 

14  x 18 

60.00 

24.95 

Sales 

• 

16  x 20 

70.00 

29.95 

• 

20  x 24 

80.00 

34.95 

Available  in: 

• 

22  x 28 

90.00 

39.95 

Black,  Natural, 

• 

• 

24  x 30 

100.00 

49.95 

Mahogany 

• 

24  x 36 

1 10.00 

54.95 

Includes  Frame, 

• 

• 

30x36 

120.00 

61.95 

Glass  <£  Backing 

• 

30  x 48 

140.00 

64.95 

Sale  Prices  on  Beveled  Mirrors 


Great  Prices  on  Metal  Frames 

Colors:  Anodic,  Black,  Matte  Black,  Silver,  Frosted  Silver,  Gold, 
Frosted  Gold,  Champagne,  Contrast  Gray  White  & Pewter 

Includes  Frames,  Glass,  Mount,  Labor,  Wire  <£  Hooks 


Size 


Price 


(y)  Compare  prices  <£  service! 

^5  back  to  the  Picture  is  much 

® faster,  much  more  affordable  than  other  framing  shops 

934  Valencia  @ 20th  St. 


1 4 x 18 
16  x 20 
18  x 24 
22  x 28 
24x30 
24x36 
30  x 40 
36  x 48 


29.95 

34.95 

39.95 

46.95 

49.95 

59.95 

69.95 

89.95 


Coupon  Offer  Expires  Mar.  31,  1 999 
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frames@back2picture.com 


Telephone:  (4 1 5)  826-232 1 


The  Best  Deal 
in  San  Francisco! 

www.back2picture.com 
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AT  OUR  MEXICAN  GRILLS 

ASSORTMENT  OF  FRUIT  DRINKS  & BEER 


p 17TH  ST.  & VALENCIA  • SF 


431-3351 


3071  16TH  ST.  • SF 
864-8840 


